
Issue  86  Newsletter of the Association of Minemen  Spring 2015

THE 
DASHPOT

2013 Semper Gratus Award
contibuted by ron swart

VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON -- USN Senior Chief (SEAL, retired) Tony Eafrati 
recently received the prestigious Semper Gratus Award presented by the 
Southwest Washington Chapter of Safari Club International.

 Th e Semper Gratus Award, inspired by Joshua Lambertson and his 
contributions to the military community, is this hunting organization’s 
way of thanking a combat veteran. Th is year, the winner received an 
all-expenses paid trip for two to fi sh for musky and northern pike at 
Anderson’s Lodge in Ontario, Canada.

Tony is a former Navy SEAL who spent close to 26 years defending 
the United States on SEAL Teams 1, 3, 5, and 7. During his time 
in service he served on 10 deployments spanning Operation Desert 
Storm, Operation Iraqi Freedom, Th e Global War on Terror, and 
Operation Enduring Freedom.   During this time he earned the Silver 
Star (awarded to him at the White House), three Bronze Stars with the 

“V” device for Valor, two combat action ribbons, six Navy Commendation Medals, six Navy 
Achievement Medals, and an Army Commendation Medal.   During his six-month stretch in 
Ramadi alone, he personally planned and executed over 65 combat missions, including 37 sniper 
overwatch missions, 20 direct action raids, and 12 patrols.

Th e event was held in Vancouver, Washington, where Tony was joined by his parents Frank 
and Laura Eafrati.  When asked for a comment on the award, Tony said “It’s a real honor.  I’m not 
much on awards, but it’s nice to see organizations such as this one work so hard at showing their 
appreciation. I’m very humbled.”

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Tony Eafrati graduated from MN ‘A’ school in the late 80’s and reported to MOMAG 

Unit 9 in the Philippines during my tour as the CO from 1986 to 1989.  Although he was an 
excellent Mineman, he was an outstanding athlete and very determined to become a SEAL.  He 
successfully passed the physicals and fi tness qualifi cations, entered BUDS and made it all the way 
to become a highly decorated SEAL.   Th is was the fi rst information I was able to locate during 
my eff orts to fi nd out if he made it through to retirement.  Th rough friends, I knew he was in the 
middle of things in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Congratulations Tony and HooYA from the Minemen 
who served with you. -- RonSwart
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TAPS
Donald “Don” Raymond Parks, lost his battle with Cancer and entered into 

eternal rest on January 15, 2015. Don was born in South Edmeston, NY on February 14, 1935 
to Blanche and Frank Parks, both deceased. He is survived by his loving wife, Patricia “Pat” of 
Summerville; daughter, Donna (Troy) DuBois of Ladson and stepdaughter, Sonya (Allen) Glass, 
of Moncks Corner; three granddaughters: Gracie, Tess and Nikki. He was one of six children: 
brothers, Frank Parks (deceased) and Jack Parks of Pittsfi eld, NY; sisters, Millie (Dean) Stowell of 
St. Augustine, FL, Gerry (Wayne) Felker of Okeechobee, FL and Pat Smith (deceased). Th ere are 
numerous nieces and nephews. Don joined the Navy in 1952 and retired in 1971 as Mineman 
(MN) 1st Class.

Keith Jordan Baldwin, age 24, passed away in Egelston Township, Michigan on 
October 28, 2014 as the result of a single-car accident.

Keith was born on June 19, 1990 in Muskegon, Michigan and graduated there from 
Oakridge High School. He left Michigan to serve his country in the United States Navy and was a 
member of MOMAU 8, a Naval Reserve Unit in Austin, Texas. Keith Baldwin achieved the rank 
of MN3 and had a promising career in the Navy and loved what he did.  In 2010 he married the 
former Katie Sanders and they were blessed with a little girl they name Kandace. Keith enjoyed 
boxing, being with his family, and was proud of his service to his country. He was a thrill seeker 
and a competitive individual. He will be deeply missed.

Millie Reid, wife of AOM senior member, Fred Reid, 
recently passed away. Please join me in off ering condolences to Fred 
and the family. Millie was a frequent attendee at AOM reunions 
and crocheted afghans for the reunion auction. Millie was Freddie’s 
strong right hand. I think I can speak as one when I say that she 
will be sadly missed.

Standing, L to R - CW02 Robert Wysocki, MNC Brian 
Blessing, MN3 Keith Baldwin, MN1 Greg Neuman, GM2 
Mario Eufracio, AO3 Dewel Pettway, MN2 Derek Rodri-
guez. Kneeling, L to R - YN2 Jaview Sanchez, MN2 Jewell 
Mosley, CW03 James Th omas
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All,  forwarded with Mr. Lee's permission for your situational awareness.  Th e Admiral has 
signed out a proposal for a Mine Warfare (MIW) uniform device which is now headed to the 
Navy Uniform Board, via COMTHIRDFLT and COMMANDER FLEET FORCES.  A copy of 
the letter with a graphic of the proposed device is attached.

Proposed Mine Warfare Insignia
contributed by ron swart
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Th e Editor’s Corner
Well this is another Dashpot ready for the printer.  I would like 

to thank everyone that contributed material all the great articles.
In a previous Dashpot I asked for photos from Days gone by 

and MN2 Preston sent some photos from Japan 1946 and the USS 
Kearsarge.  I picked some of the photos and included them in this 
issue — Th ank you MN2 George Preston.  Th ese photos confi rm 
that we older minemen looked just like New Guys (NG) at one 
time!

I was hoping to hear from NMC Guam — where are you?  I 
would like to ask that when submitting articles for the Dashpot, to 
please include the original image fi les as attachments.  MS Offi  ce 

and Adobe Indesign to not always play nice.  It would be a big help if the images fi les were sent 
as attachments to the documents.  Its’ not a requirement but it would sure help me out.  Th at’s 
about all I have, hope everyone enjoys the reading and I would like to hear any of your comments 
concerning the Dashpot.

Best regards
Don Healer, Dashpot Editor

Poker game -USS Kearsarge 1954 — L-R SN 
Asken, SN Bennett, MN1 Hall, TO3 Chalfant

Yokosuka 1952 - MN3 Calahan,                         
MN3 H.L. Chrisensen

NS McDonald — Azuma 1953
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Th e plans for the Reno reunion at the Sands Regency Hotel and Casino for October 6, 7, and 8 are coming along 
great. Rooms can be reserved using the group code MINEMEN 104.  Th e phone number is Toll free 866-386-
7829.   Room rates are $36.04 Sunday thru Th ursday and $70.09 Friday and Saturday.  All prices include tax.  
Everyone needs to start saving their money for the slot machines!  Th e Dinner Buff et and Picnic Buff et have been 
planned and I think you will like what we have come up with.

• Buff et Dinner Oct 7, 2015: 
• No Host Bar, with bar tender.
• Mixed Green Salad with garden vegetables and assorted dressings.  BBQ Ribs, Roasted Chicken with herbs 

and olive oil.  Fried Shrimp, Roasted Red Potatoes, Rice Pilaf, Rolls and  
• Butter. Strawberry Cheese Cake, Chocolate Mousse, coff ee tea.

Buff et Picnic and Auction Oct 8, 2015:
• Homemade Potato Salad, Asian Cole Slaw, Macaroni and Tuna 
• Salad, Fresh Watermelon, Country Fried Chicken, Pulled Pork,
• Broiled Teriyaki Top Sirloin Steak, Corn on the Cob, Baked 
• Beans, Biscuits and Corn Bread, assorted Pies Apple, Blueberry
• Cherry.  Coff ee Tea and a Keg of beer.

Don’t forget to bring your Auction Items we need to support 
Th e Scholarship Program. 

Just a reminder, that your dues are due in October of each year.  Take a minute to check your 
mailing label and if it says Oct 2014 you are late and you will be deleted from the mailing list.  
Th is means that this Dashpot will be your last

AOM Reunion 2015 Reno Nevada
contributed by mike femrite

Registration form continued on page 19
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NMC COMOMAG Division, complete with our full complement of mine warfare subject matter experts hope 
everyone had a great holiday season and looks forward to continued success in the new year. We here at NMC 
COMOMAG would like to let you know what’s happening in the world of Mobile Mine Assembly Group. We’ve 
had exercises; training evolutions, world travel, and a many changes to the roster, but all-in-all, things have come 
together in an ever-forward-moving fashion.

NMC COMOMAG Division N32 Exercise and Training department and N31 Service Mines department have 
been busy supporting the Fleet and the Far East this past quarter. Mr. Ed Simmons, MNC(SW) Jarrod Gibbens, 
and MN2(SW) Yves Dessources traveled to the Fift h Fleet AOR in support of training exercises. MNCM(SW) 
Allen Alt and Mr. David Epton have continued to keep our Mine Shops busy training and preparing for our up 
and coming MRC Inspections. 

In addition to the training going on at our Units, NMC COMOMAG Division personnel have also been on the 
move to South Korea, Virginia, the California Coast, throughout the Middle East and everywhere in between to 
support joint-service exercises. MNCM(SW) Alt, MNCS(SW) Gallegos, MNCS(SW) Ross, MNC(SW) Gibbens, 
MN2(SW) Dessources Mr. Ed Simmons, Mr. David Epton and myself MN2(SW) Bryan had the distinct privilege 
of traveling the globe to do what Mineman do best – build, deploy, recover, and interrogate mine shapes and Ver-
satile Exercise Mines in theater!

As is customary with the passing of any period of time, we here at NMC COMOMAG Division have our fair 
share of PCS transfers. We have had to bid farewell to MNC(SW) Tetrault who has joined our Fleet Reservists as 
his Naval Career has sadly come to an end; aft er 24 years of service, as he is reunited with his family in Texas. We 
would like to also say farewell to MNC (SW) Guerrero for all the hard work and dedication that he has done over 
the years at COMOMAG. Well done by these hard-charging sailors! 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to our new XO Lieutenant Scott Metcalf to the COMOMAG family. 
We have received two new MNCS’s and would like to welcome aboard MNCS(SW) Felipe Gallegos coming to us 
from MCM CREW LEADER, and MNCS (SW) Chris Ross coming to us from the newest addition to the Mine 
Warfare Community, LCS 1 & LCS 2. Senior Chief Gallegos will be working with N31 Service Mines Depart-
ment and Senior Chief Ross will be the newest addition to our N32 Exercise and Training Mine Department. 
We would also like to welcome aboard MN2 (SW) Charles Bryan coming to us from MCM CREW FEARLESS 
coming off  of his Fourth Deployment before CREW FEARLESS’ decommission. MN2 Bryan will be working 
with N31 Service Mines Department. 

NMC COMOMAG
contributed by mn2 (sw) charles bryan

san diego, ca
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Greetings from Naval Munitions 
Command Underwater Weapons Department 
in Seal Beach, California!  With the weather 
staying in the mid to low 70’s for most of the 
winter, Underwater Weapons  kept strong with 
operational commitments, fl eet obligations 
and community involvement.

MISSION UPDATE
Th e mine shop has been conducting 

upgrade training in preparation for our Mine 
Readiness Certifi cation & Inspection in which 
30 personnel built up over 280 assets over a 
3 month period. In March, personnel will be 
going to Whidbey Island for a mine build and 
San Clemente Island for a mine recovery.

SEAL Beach, CA
contributed by mn2 dwight moore

FAIR WINDS AND FOLLOWING SEAS
Underwater Weapons Department says 

goodbye to MN3 Mitchell Jasper, MN1 
Patrick McReynolds, and MN2 Dwight 
Moore. We wish them all well at their new 
commands and we wish MN3 Spearman the 
best in future endeavors as he transitions back 
into civilian life.

WELCOME ABOARD
Under Weapons Department says hello 

to MN3 Nick Butler from MCM CREW 
BULWARK, MN3 Michael Eatmon and MN3 
Brian Wilson from USS PATRIOT! We know 
that they will enjoy their time here in Seal 
Beach.  

We also welcome back GM1 Eric 
Wikinson from a 10 month IA tour in Bahrain 
where he served as Armory LPO and MK 38 
Technician.

AWARDS
We congratulate YN1 Donny Piper, MN2 

Tyler Schwartzybarra, and MNSN Albert 
Cheyenne Silverchief Rigor on their selection 
as Sailor, Junior Salior, and Bluejacket of the 
Quarter!  

WWII Hero — ADM Hoskins during making of Republic 
Pictures “Th e Eteranl Sea” aboard USS Kearsarge (LHD-3) 1954.  
Th e ADM had his leg amputated on the fl t-deck of the Yorktown.
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Th e following events that occurred this quarter have really been exciting and rewarding for 
our Sailors. 

Th is Quarter, our front runners are:
Senior Sailor Of Th e Quarter — EM1(SW) Carter from Training Department
Junior Sailor Of Th e Quarter — MN2(SW) Bentley from Refurbishment Division
Blue Jacket Of Th e Quarter — MNSN Oechsel from Versatile Exercise Mine System 

Division.

Th e command is also preparing for the annual Naval Mine Readiness Certifi cation Inspection 
(NMRCI) in April.

March is the month for Advancement Exams, so everyone is busy preparing. 

NMC Unit Charleston has participated in three exercises this quarter:
• VP-20 in support of the USS Th eodore Roosevelt
• WTI-1501 Jacksonville
• 340 WPS Barksdale.

Next month we will be participating in an ammo offl  oad onboard the USNS Lewis & Clark 
(T-AKE-1).  Th ese signifi cant events are on-going to improve our sailor’s ability to operate as a 
team in Naval Mine Warfare.

Charleston, SC
contributed by mn1 (sw) Preston Beasley

vems/et lpo
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OKINAWA KADENA AIRFORCE BASE, JAPAN
contibuted by yn2(sw) ridley

KONNICHIWA from beautiful Okinawa, Japan!  Th is year is moving right on by.  We are 
already preparing for another busy quarter with our inspections coming up.  We completed our 
Mine Readiness Assist Visit (MRAV) in late March.  Th e crew performed excellent in the weeks 
and months leading up to the MRAV.  

We would like to send out a special thanks to Reserve Unit NR MOMAU 7 and MOMAU 
1.  All your hard work leading up to and during MRAV 2015 was noticed and appreciated.

We have supported several crucial exercises and operations in support of units operating 
around the seventh fl eet AOR.

We conducted 4 ship operations in the last quarter, redistributing over 440 tons of ordnance.  
We issued over 200 tons of ordnance in support of exercise Cobra Gold.  We hosted HSC-12 in 
support of their rocket shoot while deployed here.  Additionally we upgraded the software on 44 
SLAM-ER missiles and shipped 6 Mk 36 mine shapes.  All of us here are now anxiously looking 
forward to send our Mine Assembly Team to Korea in support of exercise Foal Eagle.

ARRIVALS
Welcome Aboard to MNC(SW) James Longtin his wife Karen, his son, Keagon and 

daughter, Kiersin reporting from MCM 9 PIONEER.  Welcome Aboard to MN2(SW) Mark 
Coltrain and his wife, Riley reporting from MCM 11 GLADIATOR.

DEPARTURES
We will be saying goodbye to a large number of personnel in the coming months:  

MNC(SW) Keith Roers departed in early March for LCS MCM BLUE DET 21 in San Diego, 
Ca.     MNCS(SW) Mcmillan will be departing in April for LCS TRAINING San Diego, Ca.  
MN3 Kliest will be departing in May for NMC DET SEAL BEACH.

In June MNCM Randall Childers will be retiring from the United States Navy after 30 years 
of service, he will be missed.
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL:
AOC(AW) Matthew Renninger

YN1(SW/AW/IDW) Ryan Halili
MN3 Bonniekeya Kliest

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS COMMENDATION MEDAL
CWO3 Andre Th omas

MNCS(SW) Reginald Mcmillan
MNC(SW) Keith Roers

SAILORS OF THE QUARTHER 4TH QUARTER:  2014
Senior Sailor of the Quarter:  LS1(SW/AW) Nenad Mazic

Junior Sailor of the Quarter:  YN2(SW) Cedric Ridley
Blue Jacket of the Quarter:    MNSN Darin Badger

SAILORS OF THE YEAR:  2014
Senior Sailor of the Year:  YN1(SW/AW/IDW) Ryan Halili

Junior Sailor of the Year:  AO2(AW) Taylor Elliott
Blue Jacket of the Year:    MN3 Brian Mencia

Active duty and Reservists work together to get 
the job done!!!

Reservists MN2 Vegasegura, MN3 Romero and 
MNSN Sanchez on the grind! 
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contributed by mn1 (aw) courtney ruble
Greetings from the World Famous Mine Warfare Training Center!  MWTC is the premier training headquarters 
for all Mine Warfare related subjects, from molding the next generation of Mineman for the fl eet to grooming 
future MIW specifi c Battle Staff  Offi  cers.  Here is a look at what we have been doing:

MN ‘A’ SCHOOL
Th anks to the dedication of the “A” School Instructors, there is a whole new study and testing program for our 
new potential MN.  Standards have been raised and the new program is already pushing the students to being 
better prepared for the fl eet! 

RECENT ‘A’ GRADUATES
Class 14-27
• MNSR Canada, Lafayett
• MNSA Carrier, Sidney
• MNSR Lowe, Kane
• MNSR Perkins, Th omas
• MNSR Rapp, Eric
• MNSA Rich, Rudy

Class 14-280
• MNSA Fonseca, Abec
• MNSR Holliday, Domonique

Class 15-010
• MNSR Andrews, Lucas
• MNSN Miller, Connor
• MNSR Rochon, James

Class 15-020
• MNSA Cadamey, Eddie
• MNSN Fernandez, Michael
• MNSR Hislop, Anthony
• MNSN LopezRoldan, Rodney
• MNSA Puckett, Matthew
• MNSA Stanton, Michael MNSN Fernandez receiving his graduate certifi cate
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Class 15-030
• MNSR Badilla, Felipe
• MNSR Kendall, Brock
• MNSR Mauro, Christopher
• MNSR Moody, Wyatt
• MNSA Opalinski, Bradley

Class 15-060
• MNSR Aguilar, Cesar
• MNSA Allo, Justin
• MNSN Gilmore, Sean
• MNSA McCabe, Christopher
• MNSA Rivera, Nelson
• MNSR Williams, Devon

Class 15-070
• MNSN Barnum, Robert
• MNSR Horvath, Zachary
• MNSR Kodia, Bagnon
• MNSA Pascual, Michelangelo
• MNSN Trahan, Joseph
• MNSR Yeung, Yuen

Class 15-080
• MNSR Cofi eld, Demarko
• MNSN Dickerson, Joey
• MNSN Halama, Th omas
• MNSN Sudderth, Th omas
• MNSN Tryon, Rudy
• MNSA Turner, Alonzo

Class 15-090
• MNSR Dixon, Cody
• MNSR Enriquez, Carlos
• MNSA Gibson, Brendan
• MNSA Guevara, Arthur
• MNSR Ovaert, Patrick
• MNSR Romero, Jordan

MWTC ‘C’ SCHOOL
Th e system experts for the MWTC ‘C’ School division 
continue to train the future SMEs on the more specifi c 
MCM systems that we use on the ships.  Be they salty 
or fresh faced from ‘A’ School, the students in each 
class train hard and prove their worth for the NEC 
code that is awarded upon graduation.  

RECENT ‘C’ GRADUATES
Class AN/SLQ-48 Maintenance, 15-010
• MNC Williamson, Nicholas
• MN1 Owens, Mark
• MN3 Royer, Joshua
• MNSN D’Carrion, Antonio
• MNSN Scott, Dylan
• MNSN Tallent, Jay

Class AN/SLQ-48 Operations, 15-020
• MN3 Lemke, Andrew
• MN3 Zermend, Brandon
• MNSN Lowe, Kane
• MNSN Hutchins, Joshua

Class AN/SQQ-32 v3 Maintenance, 15-010
• MNC Williams, Steven
• MN2 Moore, Jason
• MN3 Meier, Grant
• MNSN MacLellan, Brendan

Class PINS v5 Operator, 15-020
• MNC Guerrero, Henry
• MN3 Lemke, Andrew
• MNSN Mitchell, Sky

Class Minesweeping BM, 15-020
• MNSN Sims, Christian
• MNSN Dalton, Philip
• MNSN Swarthoutwilliams, Dalton
• MNSN Morin Jacob
• MNSN Hough, Andrew
• MNSN Estrella, Joseph
• MNSN Martinezgomez, Eduardo
• MNSN Sanford, Kyle
• MNSN Williams, Jeremy
• MNSN Berry, Winston
• MNSN Henderson, Jeromy
• MNSN Larsen, Joseph
• MNSN Gagetta, Joseph
• MNSN Perkins, Th omasMNSR Moody and his family, celebrating his 

graduation.
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Class AN/SLQ-48 OPS Graduate

MWTC ‘F’ SCHOOL
Th e ‘F’ School instructors have been molding the new 
Tactical Sailors for their roles in the fl eet, and this 
quarter began as an especially productive one with the 
new fl eet requirments.  With a wide range of students 
from all corners of the MIW Triad, we have opened 
their eyes to another side of MCM, and they are ready 
to take on the challenge!

RECENT ‘F’ GRADUATES
MEDAL Operator
Class 15-010 
• ENS Hulsey, Nicholas
• NDC Splinter
• MNC Alvarado, Frank
• AG1 Frattle, Jimmy
• MN1 Dzansi, Richmond
• MN1 Waller, Frank
• OS1 Pham, Dung
• OS2 Veney, Deshawn
• IT2 Johns, Daniel
• QM2 Andrews, Jessica
• AG3 Futty, James
• MN3 Bruce, Tyler
MN3 Switzer, David
• ET3 Johnson, Tyler
MN3 Ramirez, Allen
• MNSN Bailey, William
• MNSN Johnson, Aaron
• GMSN Le, Davis
• GMSN Hacker, Cheyenne
• MNSN Porter, Jon
• MNSN Mann, John
• GMSN Coker, Robert
• GMSN Wallace, Alexander
• MNSA Pancost, Jacob

Class 15-020
• IT1 Brookman, Christopher
• MN1 Adolphi, Robert
• MN1 Cross, Rebecca
• MN1 Ellson, Duncan
• ET1 Nassraway, Matthew
• MN2 Dua, Bryan
• AG2 Springsteen, Adam
• MN3 Collins, Ethan
• OS3 Contreras, Ernesto
• MN3 Petley, Mason
• OS3 Smith, Cory
• ET3 Stark, William
• MNSN Cowart, Raymond
• MNSN Haskell, Cole
• AGAN Macken, Brianna
• MNSN Marvin, Benjamin
• OSSN Mendyke, Brandon
• MNSN Richardson, Bronson
• MNSA Mitchell, Sky
• AGAA Jean Paul, Josue
• AGAR Kollbaum, Hanna

RMS Operator, Class 15-060
• MNCS Hartman, Gregory
• MNC Gumin, Eddie
• MNC Bish, Ryan
• MN1 Willammee, Kevin
• MN2 Stansbury, Darnell
• MN2 Yarber, Nathan
• MNSN Faust, Richard
• MNSN Nadeau, David

STAFF EVENTS
MWTC has been working with the powers that be in 
preparing the fl eet for all of the new systems that will 
soon come into play.  On top of the new curriculi that 
is coming into fruition, there has also been a massive 
overhaul in the current Tactical courses, in response to 
fl eet requests.  MIW Offi  cers Planning received some 
special attention, redesigning the courseware to give a 
more realistic view for the students.  
Th e MEDAL course has also come into some chang-
es.  MWTC has pushed for the creation of an NEC to 
accompany the skill set taught, as well as a melding of 
Operator, Supervisor, and Troubleshooter, enabling 
the ability to send out a more well-rounded Tactical 
planner to the MIW fl eet.
Th e OAMCM side of MIW has taken off  at MWTC.  



ඉ඗ඕ ඛ඘කඑඖඏ එඛඛඝඍ 17

Current curriculi is being shaped to better serve the LCS and MH-60 squadrons, as well as some new focus on 
the UMCM house.

VOLUNTEER EVENTS
Our commitment to the community has made a huge impact.  Under the amazing guidance of MN2(SW) Ar-
montrout, the staff  and students of MWTC have volunteered over 230 hours.  Here are some of the events we’ve 
hosted:
• VA Hospital – visiting our vets
• Vabs & More Rescue – adopting rescue dogs to great families
• Wreaths and More – remembering our fallen during the holidays.
• Creek to Bay Cleanup – annual San Diego beach cleanup
• Tori Pines Hike and Cleanup – Cleaning up the trails
• Mt Woodson Trail Hike and Cleanup – Cleaning up the trails

MN1 Michael Trnka is currently hosting the 2nd Annual San 
Diego Memorial Day Poker Run.  A $25 registration fee is re-
quired for all riders, $5 to the grand prize pot and the other $20 
to the Children of Fallen Patriots Foundation.  It is a 125 mile 
ride around Southern California, with 5 stops throughout where 
you will pick a playing card.  At the end of the ride, all cyclists 
will show their cards to an unbiased judge, who will then deter-
mine who wins the fi nal jackpot.  Below is the Facebook link for 
the project, come by if you’re in the neighborhood and have some 
fun!

https://www.facebook.com/events/533758676766468/

MWTC helping in the eff ort to provide 
cleaner beaches to the greater San Diego area

CREW UPDATES

MASTER TRAINING SPECIALIST
• MNC(SW) Torres, James

SAILOR of the QUARTER
• MN1(AW) Ruble, Courtney

INSTRUCTOR of the QUARTER
• MN1(SW) Kaboskie, Stanley

RE-ENLISTMENT
• MN1(SW) Ray, Jacob

FAREWELL AND FOLLOWING SEAS
• MNC(SW) VanMatre, Joshua 
• MN1(SW/AW) Cross, Rebecca 
• MN1(SW/AW) Trnka, Michael 

WELCOME ABOARD
• ET1(SW) Bennett, Larry
• MN1(SW) Owens, Mark
• MNC(SW) McIntosh, Jeremy

MN3 Ammerman - USS Kearsarge Mine Shop 1954 L-R MN1 Hall, SN Sita, TP3 Cualfant, MN2 Preston 1954

Your pictures could be 
here.  Send them to me and 
I’ll return them to you via 
USPS.
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MISAWA, Japan (NNS) -- Sailors from Navy Munitions Command East Asia Division (NMC EAD) Unit Misawa 
are conducting annual training with 27 Navy Reserve Sailors at Naval Air Facility Misawa March 10-30.

Th e 27 Sailors, who hail from 11 diff erent states, are assigned to Navy Reserve Mobile Mine Assembly Unit (NR 
MOMAU) 5, Navy Operational Support Center (NOSC) Pittsburgh, and NR MOMAU-8, NOSC Austin, and 
they traveled to northern Japan to maintain their skills in safely and effi  ciently handling and assembling ord-
nance.

"MOMAU-5 and 8 integrate with our active duty Sailors to perform mine building operations effi  ciently and 
eff ectively each year. Once the mine building begins it is impossible to tell the diff erence between active duty and 
the reservist. Both have the same training and qualifi cation requirements which increase the production rate and 
quality. Th e reserve component is a welcome addition to our team and they maximize our capabilities for mine 
warfare operations," said Lt. Todd Grahek, commanding offi  cer of NMC EAD Unit Misawa.

NMC EAD maintains a pre-positioned war reserve stock to provide for the sentencing, storage, assembly and 
issue of mines, missiles, ammunition, and ordnance in direct support of Combatant Commander OPLANs.

"Th is training has been very refreshing. It's the fi rst time I've had hands-on training since I left  'A' school. Being 
able to see and touch these components teaches me so much more than just reading about them in publications," 
said Mineman Seaman Apprentice Michael Greene, assigned to NR MOMAU-5.

NMC unit's have a unique relationship with the supporting Navy Reserve MOMAU units in that supporting re-
servists become certifi ed to assemble mines and are fully integrated into NMC EAD's underwater mine assembly 
program.

NMC EAD active duty and reserve components are participating in a mine readiness assist visit (MRAV) in 
which all aspects of ammunition receipt, storage, sentencing, assembly and maintenance are audited by the Com-
mander, Mobile Mine Assembly Group (COMOMAG) Inspection Team.

"I'm always impressed with the professionalism and knowledge the reservists come out here with and the way 
they fl awlessly integrate with our team," said Chief Mineman Johnathan Desena, assigned to NMC EAD Unit 
Misawa.

Th is training prepares the Sailors for next year's Mine Readiness Certifi cation Inspection (MRCI) and ultimately 
for unit/individual mobilization readiness in support of mine warfare operations worldwide.

During the MRAV, Rear Adm. Matthew Carter, commander, Naval Forces/Navy Region Japan, visited NMC 
EAD a visit to observe the combined mine assembly upgrade.

Read the complete article with images at — http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=86246

Sailors Conduct Munitions and Mine Assembly Training 
at Misawa

contibuted by Information Systems Technician 2nd Class Matthew Bonnes, Naval Air 
Facility Misawa, Japan, Public Affairs
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ASSICIATION OF MINEMEN 41TH ANNUAL REUNION & MEETING
RENO, NAVADA

AT THE SANDS REGENCY HOTEL AND CASINO
6-8 0CTOBER 2015

ASSOCIATION OF MINEMEN 
POST OFFICE BOX 510519
PUNTA GORDA , FL 33951

Please return this form as soon as possible to the address above to expedite your registration for the reunion 
events.  Your tickets will be made available at the Early Bird, Business Meeting, Dinner and Picnic as appropriate.

NAME:  __________________________________________  AOM MEMBER #  ___________________ 

STREET ADDRESS/PO BOX  

____________________________________________________________________________________

CITY  _______________________________________  STATE _______ ZIP ____________________
 

PHONE (         )  _____________________  EMAIL ________________________________________

Buff et Dinner Tickets  @   $40.00 each X ___  (includes tax an gratuity)   Total ____________________

Buff et Picnic Tickets   @ $10.00   (adults) each X _____________       Total _______________________

Buff et Picnic Tickets  @ $20.00    (Child 5-12) each X _______      Total _______________________

Reunion Fee   (Membership Approved for incidental costs)     Total_______$10.00_________

Annual Dues $15.00 as applicable – Check your dashpot address 
label for due status.  Pay ahead (5 year max) Add $5.00 for new or
Reinstated member fee.                     Total ________________________ 

AOM Scholarship Donation (tax deductible)        Total ________________________

Other Donations ( indicate which one) ______________________    Total ________________________

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO ASSOCIATION OF MINEMEN    TOTAL ENCLOSED  ___________    

Continued from AOM Reunion page 8



Association of Minemen
P.O. Box 510519
Punta Gorda, FL 33951

Non Profi t Org.
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PAID
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NO. 270
Return Service Requested

NAME________________________________ RANK/RATE/CIVTITLE  _______

STREET______________________________ DATE _________________________
 

CITY_________________________________ TEL  __________________________

STATE__________ZIP_____________ SIGNATURE  _______________________

ELGIBILITY______________________APPROVED  _____________________________

NOTICE: To maintain membership, dues of $15.00 must be paid annually 
by the month of October.
Th e dues expiration date is October in the year above your name on your 
mailing label.

Application fee $5.00
Annual Dues $15.00

Mail Checks to:
Association of Minemen
P.O. Box  510519
Punta Gorda FL 33951


