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THE 
DASHPOT

Navy Munitions Command, Commanding Offi  cer, Mobile Mine 
Assembly Group (NMC COMOMAG) hopes everyone had a fun and 
safe summer and we look forward to continued success to everyone 
throughout the year. NMC COMOMAG would like to share what is 
happening at Mobile Mine Assembly Group.

We’ve participated in exercises; training evolutions, world travel, and the welcoming of new 
staff  members as well as farewell to some. NMC COMOMAG Division N31 (Service Mines) 
has been busy supporting the Fleet. MNCS(SW) Felipe Gallegos and Mr. David Epton with the 
support of MNCS(SW) Chris Ross, MN1(SW) Daniel Simmons, MN2(SW) Charles Bryan, 
and MN2(SW) Yves Dessources successfully completed travel to NMC EAD GUAM, NMC 
EAD MISAWA, and NMC EAD OKINAWA in support of multiple Mine Readiness Assessment 
Visits (MRAV). Mr. Epton along with MN2(SW) Yves Dessources also traveled to NMC EAD 
OKINAWA and NMC EAD MISAWA supporting the Mk 65 Mod 3 FIAT.

NMC COMOMAG Division N32 (Exercise and Training Mines) has also been supporting 
mission requirements both CONUS and OCONUS. MNC(SW) Matthew Heyer has traveled 
to Little Creek, VA for PAXRIVER exercise, as well as Chinhae, South Korea for a Planning 
Conference to support the upcoming Foal Eagle Exercise.

As is customary with the passing of any period of time, we here at NMC COMOMAG 
have our fair share of PCS transfers and Change of Command. We want to wish “farewell and 
following seas” to MNC(SW) jack Angle who will be transferring to EOD Mobile Unit 1. We 
will also be sadly bidding farewell to our Commanding Offi  cer CAPT James D. Craycraft. CAPT 
Craycraft will be relieved by CDR Jon C. Grant as he transfers to Naval Support Facility (NSF) 
Deveselu, Romania, later this year.

We would like to extend a warm welcome to our two new COMOMAG family member, 
Commander Jon C. Grant coming to us from Training Support Center (TSC) San Diego, CA. 
We look forward to the leadership CDR Grant has to off er as our Commanding Offi  cer and the 
knowledge he brings to the Mine Warfare Community. WELCOME ABOARD!

NMC COMOMAG
contributed by mn2 (sw) charles bryan
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2015
ASSOCIATION OF MINEMEN

MINEMAN OF THE  YEAR (SEA)
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2015
ASSOCIATION OF MINEMEN

MINEMAN OF THE  YEAR (SHORE)
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2015
ASSOCIATION OF MINEMEN

MINEMAN OF THE  YEAR (RESERVE)
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Minutes of the membership meeting held  in Reno Nevada 
7 Oct 2015

Contibuted by Mike Femrite
Th e President called the meeting to order at 1405 hours.
Minutes of the 2014 meeting were read and approved by membership.
Treasures report was read and approved by membership.
Old Business:
Storekeeper reported that she needs to order new Ball Caps and Tee Shirts.  She will be 

ordering new Jackets with our emblem on the back and front breast.  Th ese will cost $100.00 and 
will be prepaid. Th is includes shipping.

Navy Memorial plaque has been ordered and the fi nal picture was passed around.  When it is 
fi nished Tracey Hays will contact AOM Board to determine if there are members that would like 
to be at the Navy Memorial in DC to see it installed.

Th e members decided to consider a similar plaque for the Punch Bowl in Hawaii.  Gary 
Cleland will be on vacation there in the next two weeks and will fi nd out more on how to order 
one.

Ron Glasen read scholarship report:  Th is year the AOM awarded 12 scholarships. Th e 
applicants for scholarships need to fi ll out all 4 pages completely and must be submitted no later 
than 1 May 2016 to the Secretary.  Applications not fully completed or not meeting the deadline 
will not be considered.  

John Loonam has been making our reunion booklets for some time.  He said this year (2015) 
would be his last book.  Gary Cleland volunteered to take his place.  Many thanks for John’s 
work, He has done and excellent job.

Th e next 2016 reunion will be in Virginia.  Th e dates and place have not been determined.   
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Stephanie Cowart will be hosting the reunion with the help of Danny Epperly and Eddie Atkins.  
More to come in future Dashpots

Th e 2017 reunion will be in San Diego. Chairman will be Warren Savage.  
Th e Oldest AOM member at the reunion was Don Decrona, youngest was Tracey Hays, and 

the person who traveled the furthest was Ross Maddocks.
Th is year’s winners of the Association of Minemen Award are:

Sea:
MN2 (SW) Bryan K. Ashely

Shore:
MN1 (SW) Keith D. Roellinghoff 

Reserve:
MN1 (Seabee Combat Warfare) Nicholas M. Paci

Meeting was adjourned at 1530

Respectfully Submitted By
Michael Femrite
Secretary

FROM THE SECRETARY/TREASURES DESK

Th e New Year for the AOM begins in October.  Th e dues for 2016 are past due.  If your dashpot label does not say 
2016 or more you are behind in your dues.  Th is will be your last dashpot until you pay your dues.
Th e AOM membership gets smaller and smaller each year because of members not keeping their dues up to date 
please don’t let your membership lapse.

Mike Femrite
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AOM PAST PRESIDENTS
 1975 TO 1977  FORREST C. ‘FOXY’ FISHER

 1978 TO 1980  JACK SMOOT

 1981 TO 1983   LYLE STRYKER

 1984 TO 1989  RICHARD ‘DICK’ SCHOMMER

 1990 TO 1992  JAMES R COFFMAN SR.

 1993 TO 1995  MAURICE ‘TOBY’ HORN

 1996 TO 1998  WARREN SAVAGE

 1999 TO 2001  JOSE A. BALDERAMA

 2002 TO  2004  G. PAUL SANTA MARIA

 2005 TO 2007  WILLIAM ‘BILL’ JOHNSON

 2008 TO 2010  ROBERT N. HART

 2011 TO 2014  GARY CLELAND

 2015 TO PRESENT TRACEY ANN HAYS
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Seal Beach, CA
contributed by mn3 bonniekeya kliest

Greetings from Naval Munitions Command Underwater Weapons 
Department in sunny Seal Beach, California! While preparing for our 
Explosive Safety Inspection FY15, Underwater Weapons kept strong 
with operational commitments, fl eet obligations and community 

involvement.
-MISSION UPDATE-

 In August, the mine shop conducted the Explosive 
Safety Inspection by Th e Naval Explosive Safety 
Inspection Team. Our Underwater Weapons Division 
personnel displayed a great deal of discipline and 
dedication during the preparation for this inspection. 
Our Mine Supply exceeded expectations in Mission 
Planning, Asset Accountability, and inventory 
management. With the hard work of our sailors we were 
able to accomplish our goal of excellent execution and 

an overall 100% outstanding review.  

-FAIR WINDS AND FOLLOWING SEAS-

Underwater Weapons Department said goodbye to MN2 
Sauerland, MN3 Kliniack, MN3 Pier, LSSN Archie and 
MNSN Shipley. We wish u all well at your next command and 
the best of luck in your naval careers!

-WELCOME!-
MN3 Irwin and MNSN Rivas checked into UWD, we know that they will enjoy their time 

here in Seal Beach. We would also like congratulate and welcome new baby girl Isabella Rose 
Rivas to the Underwater Weapons family. She was born September28, 2015 weighing 7.5 lbs. and 
20 inches long. 

-RE-ENLISTMENTS-
Congratulations to MN1(SW) Cadigan, MN2 Whelham and MN3 Pier on their decision to 
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stay in the Navy. 
-INDIVIDUAL AUGMENTEES-

Our Quick Response Team traveled to Hawaii twice in the month of July to provide assets 
and assist in preparation and loading for VLS (Vertical Launch Systems).

-AWARDS-
Awards quarters were held on the 11th of September by our Director Mr. Kevin Miller. LSSN 

Archie received the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal. Also, MN3 Kliest and MNSN 
Hill received command coins for their hard-work and individual dedication they put into the 
preparation for ESI.

A big congratulations to MN1(SCW) Yancy , GM2(SW) Larsen  and MNSN Shipley for 
becoming our Senior Sailor, Junior Sailor and Blue Jacket of the Quarter!
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Charleston, SC
contributed by mn1 (sw) preston a. beasley, productio lpo

Th e following events that occurred this quarter have been real 
exciting and rewarding for our Sailors. Th is Quarter, one of our 
sailors was selected for Chief Petty Offi  cer, his name is MNC(SW) 
David Toyloy of Service Division. Th is quarter as well we nominated 
our Senior Sailor Of Th e Quarter; MN1(SW/AW) Sperry from 
Service Department, Junior Sailor Of Th e Quarter; MN2(SW) 

McDermott from Quality Assurance Division and Blue Jacket Of Th e Quarter; MNSN King 
from Service Division.  Th e command just recently participated in the ammunition on-load in 
support of USNS Lewis and Clark.  Our Sailors each week have taken the advancement exam in 
September and soon will waiting for the results.  NMC Unit Charleston has partaken in three 
exercises this quarter: 340 WPS Barksdale, 96 Bomb Squad, and S&T Demo PAX River. Th ese 
signifi cant events are on-going to improve our sailor’s ability to operate as a team in Naval Mine 
Warfare.

Well this it another Dashpot off  to the printer.  Th ere were a lot 
of changes in this issue, mainly email changes.  I have a phone number 
listed on page 2 but I am not there to answer it during the day.  If you 
feel you must call, please do it during the evening.  My phone is local, 
so I will not reply, so please make any calls during the evening hours.  
Also, if you need to update an email address, please just send me an 
email.

When I do not have a cover article, I will showcase the input I 
receive from the Active Duty side of our organization.  I Started with 
COMOMAG, so maybe next issue we will see another Unit.  Hvve not 

heard a thing from Guam or Misawa in ages.  Anyone know if they are still around?

Also, the Dashpot is a quarterly News Letter, the due dates are :
31 Mar, 30 Jun, 30 Sep, and 31 Dec and do not change.
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Don’t forget to checkout the MOMAG Store.
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Hello Don.................My name is Bob Gill and I live in 
Billerica, Mass. I was in the USN from 68-72  as a mineman 
(MN2 when I got out). Last month I went down to Groton, CT. 
to the sub museum there. It's not a real clear picture, but I am 
standing next to a MK-49  underwater mine on display. Th ey also 
had a picture of a MK-27  mobile mine used by Subs. I worked on 
both of them yrs. ago . ( Bill Fortner was the mineshop MN1 when 
I was at NAD Westloch 69-71).  I did spend time at MOMAG 
Chas, SC and went out on the USS Coral Sea CVA-43  Nov. 71 to 
July 72. I am 65 now and I enjoy the Dashpot.  Keep up the good 
work!!

Write-in Article/Note

Th e Whidbey Island reunion photo booklet is available 
through the Storekeeper. See page 2 for address. almost 34 
pages of color photos of the reunion for a $15. donation to 
the Scholarship Fund.

Charleston’s 40th Reunion Booklets are available through the 
Storekeeper (contact info on P.2). Price is a $15. donation to 
the Scholarship Fund. Booklet contains 35 color pages of Early, 
Early Bird, Early Bird, NMC Unit Charleston tour, Business 
Meeting, Dinner Meeting, Portraits, Picnic and Auction.  
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