Newsletter s ASSOCIATION OF MINEMEN
: P.0. BOX 71835
Summer 1990
Charleston SC 29415

REUNION: is all set for Yorktown as previously advertised. Enclosed is

a colored registrtation form you need to complete and send back as soon

as possible. Also note the schedule of events enclosed which includes

a tour of the old Minewarfae School and the Naval Mine Warfare Engineering
Activity. They will have a display of mines and other items of interest.

DUES: If yocu have not yet sent them in please do, we need you and your
dues. It is not necessary to be a member of the Association of Minemen

to attend the reunion but you must be a paid up member to participate

in the business meetings and vote on matters coming before the membership.
At this meeting in August we will elect two new members to the Board of
Directors plus vote on previously proposed changes to the Constitution and
By Laws as reported in the last newsletter.

HISTORY BOOK: Enclosed is a copy of the order blank for the history book.
Everyone should have received a separate flyer a while ago with all the
details. Orders are starting to come in and we are processing them as we
receive them. Any member of the association is welcome to send in their
biography and pictures including Minemen that did a tour and returned to
civilian life, government employees, etc. Families of departed members
are encouraged to submit material on their spouse. We will be glad to
help anyone get their material together. Those of you that have been out
for some time can look up your DD-214 for starters. It is not necessary
to send in material to purchase books and you do not have to purchase a
book to have you biography and photo included in the book. COMOMAG 1is
planning to purchase scme books for their command library. We have also
received an order from Denmark and Japan from two of our overseas members.
There will be examples of other organization history books on display at
the reunion for you Yo inspect. They are first class books!!

SCHOLARSHIPS: There were no requests for applications as of this newsletter.
We have available two $500.00 scholarships and will add another $500.00
at this reunion. Scholarships are available to children and grandchildren
of our members.

ADVERTISING: None signed up as of this newsletter. We have had one company
inguire about an ad next newsletter. You people out there in business

can pick up some inexpensive advertising in this newsletter that currently
goes out to more than 1250 addresses.

GRADUATIONS: We only received information on one. William B. "Billy"
Mehard, son of Emma Jane and Bill Mehard of Hanahan, SC, received the
degree of Doctor of Medicine from the Medical University of South Carolina
on May 18, 1990. On July 2 he began a four year radiology residency at
Washington University's Mallinckrodt Institute of Radiology in St. Louis
Missouri. CONGRATULATIONS DR. BILLY ! Send us your graduation information
and we will print as much as we can (should be all received).

THANK YOU TO RADM MATHIS, Commander Mine Warfare Command Charleston.’
While on business in Europe this past May Radm Mathis was kind enough to
take with him and present to Cdr Jorgen Lorenzen, RDN (RET) the Honorary
Mineman plague from the association. The presentation took place in the
American Embassy, Copenhagen. We have two polaroid pictures of the event

from Radm Mathis and plan to have copies at the reunion for Cdr Lorenzen
who has said he will attend.
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ODDS & ENDS/HERE & THERE: Was in Panama City Florida recently and saw ZOC
Chuhay and Frank Martin. Zoc plans to be at the reunion and Frank will try
and make it. Zoc is looking good after his by pass surgery. Frank is back
working at the Naval Coastal Systems Center. His son is still moving up in
baseball, although he did suffer a minor injury that will keep him out the
rest of the season. ** The family of Joe Glowa have donated to the mine
museum most of Joe's Navy memorabilia, including old photos going back to
WWII and a MINEPAC plague. Thanks to the family for remembering us. *** We
received some good photos from MN1 McKevitt showing assembly of some mines
MK 52 on board the USS Nimitz CVN 68 in April 1980. We can use them in the
history book along with the information he provided as to why they were
there. *%%* Bill Landers from Tennesee sent us some snaps of an old Mine Mk 6
on display on Boston Commons in Boston Mas. Part of the inscription on the
plagque reads "PRESENTED TO THE CITY OF BOSTON THROUGH THE NORTH SEA MINE
FORCE ASSOCIATION OCTORBER 26, 1921" Any members in the Boston area that has
some time to spare could go down there and try and get the entire inscription.
Some additional shots would be appreciated also, the day Bill was there it
was bad weather. *** Thanks to Andy Anderson in Livingston Texas for the
copy of the Class Aibum for class graduating September 18, 1943 Enclosed

in this newsletter is a copy of the Graduating Address and photo which was
in the Class Album. ***Thanks to John Lawton in Long Beach for sending us
two command seals for the museum, one is from Mobile Mine Assembly Unit
Pacific and the other Mobile Mine Assembly CGroup Detachment One. ***Thanks
to Steve Scharschan for sending us the notice about Wally Richards passing
away. And also for the 8MM film of some Mk 6 mine tests he participated in.
**%* Special thanks to someone at Great Lakes that sent Mike Carr a copy of
0P 1673A German Underwater Ordnance Mines dated 14 June 1946.It contains a
wealth of information including photos of the first dip needle mechanisms.
**% The 2nd reunion of the USS Mayo (DD 422(, USS Laub (DD 613) and USS
Samuel B. Roberts (DD 823) will be held at the Holiday Inn, Rolling Meadows,
IL September 28-30, 1990. Contact BMC 0.C. Ayers, USN (RET) 424 Ridgeland Ave.
Elmhurst, IL 60126 (708) 832-2387 for additional details.

REUNION CAMPSITE INFO: NWS Yorktown Travel Camps, Special Services, Yorktown
VA 23691-5000 (804) 887-4741, reservation required, 10 camper spaces with
hookups, sewage dump station. *** Cheatham Annex Naval Supply Center,
Recreation Services, Williamsburg, VA 23187-8792 (804) 887-7224, 10 camper
spaces with hookups, sewage dump station, laundry, NO PETS. *** Special
Services Officer, U.S. Coast Guard Reserve Training Center, Yorktown, VA
23690. '

YORKTOWN PHOTO REQUEST: The Commanding Officer of the Coast Guard Reserve
Training Center (o0ld minewarfare school) has requested we ask our members to
bring or send cld photos of the school back when it was the mine warfare
school. We know many of you have some and we hope you will share them with
us. We have already received some great shots from Cdr Lorenzen in Denmark.

We recently received a letter from Rear Admiral Hiroshi Ikawa, Japanes
Maritime Self Defense Force, (RET) that sent in his dues for several years
and to let us know he is now retired. He is hoping to come back to the
United States in the near future and he sends his best regards to the
Association of Minemen and wishes us a great reunion.

REUNION SPEAKER: Radm Mathis has accepted our invitation to be our guest of
honor and speaker at the reunion. Also invited are the C.0. of NWS Yorktown,
C.0. of CGRTC Yorktown and the OINC of NMWEA, Yorktown.

Received a nice handwritten letter from Captain Spofford with information
about the Mineman rating. Will have it typed and available at the reunion.
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Stlouis Lawre Gormley Robert

PROMOTION. AND A SPECIAL ot o
CONGRATULATION TO ROGER ADAMS ON BEING SELECTED TO BE  Morary Eduar
THE NEXT COMMAND MASTER CHIEF AT COMOMAG. ROGER ALSO Wintjen Paul Ro

WAS SELECTED AS MINEMAN OF THE YEAR A FEW YEARS BACK. WELL DONE ROGER !!

and here are other congratulations,.

* To Dick Schommer who retired as the Mine Warfare Command Force Master
Chief on January 31, 1990. Both Radm Tobin and Radm Mathis were at his
retirement ceremony. Dick was our President for the past six years and
we appreciate his leadership during that time. Now that he is retired
and has lots of free time on his hands we will try and put him to work.

* To John Muessig who retired as the Command Master Chief at the Mine
Warfare Inspection Group on March 30, 1990. The speaker at John's
retirement was our own Lecdr Will Dixon who gave an outstanding review
of John's career.

* To Jack Smoot (belated with apologies) who retired last year on May
20, 1989 at NWS Yorktown. At the same ceremony he was also relieved
as Commanding Officer Mcmag Reserve Unit 1006. Jack retired after
42 years active duty and reserve service. Jack was instrumental in the
organization of the reserve Momags which today are held up as an example
of the right way to organize and utilize the reserves.

* To Frank Whipple who retired at Momag Unit 11 May 31, 1989 after
20 years active duty. He and his family will stay in Charleston.

* To Lee Ostrander who recently retired from Momag Unit One in Long
Beach. He is now living in Duluth, MN. Guess he will get to see a lot
of snow that he missed in sunny California.

* To CWO4 John Coers who recently retired from Comamag. John said that
he is going to lecaf while his wife supports him in the manner to which
all sailors become accustomed.

* To all other retirees that we may have left out only because we were
not aware of their retirement.

OUR GRATEFUL APPRECIATION TO ALL OF YOU THAT HELPED MAKE THE MINEMAN
RATING WHAT IT IS TODAY # # THE GREATEST !!

SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS: To MNCM Mike Carr, one of our members who has
relieved Dick Schommer as the Mine Warfare Command Force Master Chief.
We are looking forward to working with Mike the next couple of years.

2



ASSOCTATION OF MINEMEN

Since our last newsletter the following members
and friends have passed away:

MNC George Metcalf Oak Harbor, WA 08/04/89
Lt. Wallace "Wally" Richards Washington State Farly 1990
MNC John J. Minster 05/27/90

George Boone Oceanside, CA 05/29/90

CDR James Dillon USNR(RET) Burlington, VT 05/05/90

Moose Wheelock called to let us know that George Metcalf had passed
away. We unde¢rstand George came down with pneumonia in March 1989
and suffered cardiac arrest in August 1989.

Steve Scharschan wrote us to tell us of Wally Richards passing away.
Wally was an AO LDO stationed at NMEF Yorktown in the FL department
back some time ago. He helped resolve many aircraft/mine compatability
problems.

Roland Brown in Yorktown called us to tell us of the passing of
John Minster. John had been an instructor at the Mine Warfare
School, Yorktown in 1942. He died of cancer.

Julia Boone, George's wife, wrote us to tell us her husband had
passed away after a long illness.

We received a note recently advising us of Cdr Dillon passing away.

The Association of Minemen extend sincere sympathy and support

to the families and friends of our departed members and friends.




SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FOR SIXTEENTH ANNUAL
ASSOCIATION OF MINEMEN REUNION

17 Rugust 1990 1600~-2300
1630
18 August 1990 1000-1130
1200-1300
1400-1600
Saturday Evening
1800-1930
1930-2400
19 August 1990 1200-1700

17-19 AUGUST, 1990
OMNI HOTEL, NEWPORT NEWS

I-64 & RT 17

Early Bird, Welcome Reception

Board of Directors Meeting

Opent House Tour - Naval Mine Warfare Engineéring
Activity

Tour - US Coast Cuard Reserve Training Center
Yorktown, VA - Prior home of Naval Schools
Mine Warfare - 1941 to December 1958

General Membership Meeting

Banquet/Dinner Meeting - Omni Hotel
Cocktails (no host)

Dinner

Picnic - Naval Weapons Station, Yorktown, VA

WE

(Wright Circle)
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Swedish submarine hunters
detonated underwater mines

and , fired anti-submarine
grenades from a helicopter
while chasing a suspected
foreign submarine in the
archipelago southeast of
Stockholm at the end of last
month.

There was no immediate
evidence of any hit and the
search was being continued,
said defence staff officials.

However, the bulk of this
neutral  country’s  anti-
submarine forces were not
available because crews are cut
to a minimum during winter
when strategic coastal areas are

SWEDEN

BY JOHAN RAFPP

STOCKHOLM

usually under ice. However,
this year most of the Baltic Sea
has remained open.

The hunt started on 24
February following a reading of
a passing submarine on a
submerged magnetic indicator
at Mailsten, outside Musko, one
of Sweden’s biggest naval
bases. One mine was detonated,

Four days later two more

mines were fired, northeast of

The base, belween the islands

Uto and Ormo. A sonar reading
also prompted a navy helicopter
to drop anti-submarine
grenades outside the small
island-group Gunnarstenarne,
south of the base. However, the
military said the helicopter
appeared to have reacted 1o a
false alarm.

*“We shoot first and make the
analysis later,” said Thomas
Gur, a defence staff spokesman.

Swedish waters have been
repeatedly violated by foreign
submarines over the last 10
years. Sweden has upgraded its
defences since a Soviet
submarine ran aground outside
a naval base in 1981.

<
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TNFORMATION ON DIFFERENT MOTELS
LOCATED NFAR THE OMNI HOTEL:

e = -

THE OMNI NEWPORT NEWS HOTEL IS THE
HOST HOTEL AND THE INFO ON THEM IS:

OMNY NEWPORT NEWS HOTEL
1000 Batten Bay Blwvd
Newport News, VA 23606
1-800-843-6664

£60.00 plus tax

BUDGET LODGE MOTEL

930 J. Clyde Morris Blvd
Newport News, VA 23601
1-804-599-5647

$34.95 plus tax D

ENIGHTS INN MOTEL

797 J. Clyde Morris Blvd
Newport News, VA 23601
1-800-533-8214

$35.95 plus tax

ey &

BUDGET HOST MOTEIL
\:f \T\B?E&ﬁm 985 J. Clyde Morris Blvd
rﬂ% Zc.wﬂc.s / Newport News:, VA 23601
Pank 1-800-344-6076
Ne %o?«oﬂf $37.9% plus tax

RAMADA TNN MOTEL

950 J. Clyde Morris Blvd
Newport News, VA 23601
1-800--228-2828

$50.00 plus tax



GRADUATION ADDRESS

Today you officers and men go forth from tmi Bohool to take your plases as experts in the
field of Mine Werfare, alongside hundreds of former graduates who are now faslag our spemies on
the battle grounds of the entire world, BSome of you will head East and some will head West and
soms of you will remain slong our own home shores, but no matter where you go, you will have the
satisfastion of knowing that you are helping to defeat our enealss. :

Yes, we are 2 nation at war, Againet us, our enemles wage total war, war not only against
our armed forces, but sleo against our women and children, war agalnst all which ws have struggled

for years to attain,

You cannot all hope to jump into the spectacular type of duty immediately and some of you
will wonder whether or not you are contributing anything to our war sffort. To you I omn only say
that sooner or later you will surely have your opportunity to come face to face with the countless
®illione who have banded together to wipe out all civilizatlon except such as they may sanotion.

To be properly equipped to go intc combat, you have to possess many qualitles. As I have
Jjust said, you kEnow the fundamentals of mine warfare, but that 1s not enough, you must have the
desire to fight., Not necessarily the desire to kill, but instead o desire to fight to keep rron‘
becoming & slave, and above all else a desire to 'ﬁght because you are a real red-blooded American
and you are not goimg to allow any oountry or esountries to d-icuto to you, Ours 1s & :r.e country,
we have shed much blood to make it free and we are prepared to shed much more to keep it fres.

¥While here at this School, you have lived on'a very historis spot. 4djoining the School ars
" the battlegrounds of Yorktown, where we won the finel battle 1'n our fight for independence, Ao-
tually traversing the Sohool grounds are the trenchss where our forefathers fought, bled and died
that we might live in freedom, Yes, freedom rings from svery nook and corner of these historic

grounde, but remember, that freedom, like all precious things, must be safely guerded,

You officere and men are leaving here to do your part toward guarding our freedom, You are
_ the ones our oountry will depend upon to sweep away the enemy's mines and provide safe ’chlmnels
through whish our countless vessels can flow in an ever-linoreasing stream. You are the ones who

will go forth in shipe or descend from the skies to lay mines ageinst the enemy.

Yours is a great task, in you has been placed & trust. I know you well enough to say that
_;rou'u'o well qualified to perfors the duties which have besn assigned to you. You will exert your
utmost efforts so that when the final day or_vxo'.'ory arrives, you can swell with pride at the part
you played in 1ntuﬂn3 the right of man to live in peace - to have a free say iﬁ his government =
and to wrlh.ip as he chooses. ’ )

* Yours is & great rolpouibuuy, but you will succeed.

g 3
s

A, ¥, ASHBROOK,
7 Captain, U.8.M.,
Commanding.
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THIS IS EXAMPLE OF THE TYPE OF ILLUSTRATIONS AND INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED IN THE

ORDER FORM
ASSOCIATION OF MINEMEN COMMEMORATIVE HISTORY
Please enter my order for coples of the ASSOCIATION OF MINEMEN COMMEMORATIVE
HISTORY at $50.00 each.
Please add $4.00 per book for boxing, handling, and postage to any destination within the USA. $

OPTIONAL: Please stamp my name on the lower right hand corner of the cover (not to exceed
21 spaces) as filled out in the blocks below for $5.00 per name per book. $

Total $

Ship To:
Name

Address State
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
Name 1o be stamped on cover as written above, not to exceed 21 characters/spaces

Note: For multiple orders, please photocopy this order form or request additional order forms from your association.
Please carefully review the above and mall this order form, along with your blography. photographs, and payment

a: — ASSOCATION OF MINEMEN HISTORY =

-Efg‘# P.O. Box 71835
E Charleston, SC 29415

Check One: [JCheck [Visa [ Mastercard

Card holder's name (as It appears on your card)

Credit Card # ExprirationDate____/____ /

Signature /

NO CASH PLEASE! If paying by check, please make payable to MINEMEN HISTORY BOOK.
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A coustic Mine Hydrophones. One
of the earliest applications of ADP
was in a hydrophone design for use in
acoustically activated mines. The hy-
drophone specifications included flat
response in the low audio and sub-
sonic frequency region; a low-fre-
quency cutoff below 5 Hertz; ability

Earliestapplication of ADP crystals was in an acoustically activated mine hydrophone. -

boring mine explosions. Most im-

portant was a uniform sensitivity
requirement within one-half decibel
of a reference standard, which was
easily met because ADP has zero
aging characteristics and remains
stable during many years of storage.

FMWTC

Distinguished Instructor
DCI Larry L. Peterson

HT2 Jolmny Ramsey

Goed Conduct Award

SK2 Joha D. Moultrie (1st)
STG2 Dennis J. Lord (15t)

DS2 William T. Beechwood (2n:d)
MNi Columbus Lee (3rd) =
MN1 Jerry L. Williams (3ed) =

Instracter of the Moath

MN2 Keith D. Taylor =

Saflor of the Month'

MN1 Jack P. Cantrell

Miaster Training Specialist

HT1 Grant P. Mizner

MN1 Heary C. Lindley ~—

EMC Ronald E. Wike

MMCS(5S) Johmny E. Smith
Medal

Sallor of the Month
MNSA Rhonda M. Bello-——
Sailor of the Quarter
RM2 Yvonne D. Kitchen
Navy Achievement Medal
ETC(SW) Hannie D. Milling
MN1 James A. Kirsch —
ENI(SW) John I. Toye
ET1(SW) Perry C. Galloway
ET2 Alison P. Guillory
Letter of Commendatiog
STG2 Dennis J. Lord
Letter of Appreciation
ICI LaChristina Brown

to withstand water entry shock when

air launched from 10,000 feet; and

5 ithe juh- MN3C.Harvey MNSN 3. Buchanan
ability to withstand shock from neigh i e 0 S e
> MN3 K.5. Jones MNSN M.C. Brandenburg
MOMG Unlt 1 1 MN3 K. King Senior Sallor of the Quarter
Navy Achlevement Medal MN3 C.A. Kowalski MN2ZR. Pendprgraas
MN1 J.T. Totuszynski MN3 W, Lowery Junior Sailor of the Quarter
MN3 1. Casteel MN3 A. Murphy MN3 R.A. Choate
Letter of Appreciation MN3 R. Sample ; Good Conduct Award
MNC C. Dickey MN3 W.A. Scheikofsky MN2Z PJ. Smith
MNC K. Empie MN3 Y. Simpson Advancements
MN1 C. Bench MN3 J. Sullivan MNT1 J.L. Holt
MNI G.C. Dearing YIN3 W. Williams MN3 W.A. Scheikofsky
MN1 D. Draime MNSN M.C. Brandenburg MNSN D.C. Fox
MN]1 P. Rappley MNSN D.E. Carter MNSN D.W. Reed
MN1 T. Stratton MNSN D.E. Fox MNSN B.J. Sack
MN1 J.J. Gordon MNSN J. Gibson Frockings
MN1 D.M. Houston MNSN D.M. McCutcheon MN3 E.J. Hako

MN1 J.T. Totuszynski

MN2 B. Billingsley MNSA A. Gray
MN2 T. Cammack MNSA J. Leonard
MN2 §. Goodman MNSA B.1. Sack
MN2 M. Gonzales Letter of Commendation
MN2 K. Lane SKC G. Galloway
MN2 R.D. Roderick MNC R. Wedrow
MN2 M. Slater MNI1 D. Gainous
MN2 P. Smith MNI1 1. Gordon
MN2 P.S. Stockman MN1 D. Houston
MN2 C.M. Sabel MN1 J, Nahra

MN2 G.D. Troutt MN2 B. Crenshaw
MN3 F. Adomey MN2 C. Humbard
MN3 B. Allston MN2 K. Knudsen
MN3 D. Blakemen MN2 R. Pendergrass
MN3 1. Casteel MN2 C. Sabel

MN3 R. Choate MN2 G. Troutt
MN3 GX. Christmas MN2 T. Williams
MN3 P. Curry SK2 A. Wright
MN3 5. Davis MN3 A, Alt

MN3 M. Despres MN3 C. Gehrke /0
MN3 E.J. Hako

MNSN D.W. Reed

MN3 J. Wilbanks

MN3 Y.M. Simpson

Navy Achievement Medal
CWO3 Dale I. Renninger
EMC(SW) Ronskl E. Wike
DCC(SW) Dexter J. Vance -
ETC(SW) David J. Daniel
IC1 Robert C. Mclnnis
Sallor of the Year

MN1 Henry C. Lindiey Il ¢
Instructor of the Year

MNI Bonnie C. Mosley ¢

MN2 Doerr

MN?2 Dennis J. Doerr reenlisted
for four years in a ceremony held
at COMNAVBASE on May 7.

Administering the oath of reen-
listment was Rear Adm. Stanley
E. Bump, Commander, Naval Base
Charleston.

Doerr is assigned to the Naval
Station Brig, 4

Mine group lauded

CWO4 David P. Pisle, com::
manding officer of Mobile Mine
Assembly Group Detachment 906
in Washington, has been awarded
the ““Mine Site Excellence
Award.” The award is presented
annually to the Naval Reserve
MOMAG unit that best exempli-

fies the professional standards of
the MOMAG community.
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Staff Photo by Cameron Yarnell

Hobson memorial service

The 176 men aboard the destroyer minesweeper Reserve Association; Association of Minemen;

Hobson, which sank in the mid-Atlantic April 26,
1952, were remembered Sunday at a memorial
service at White Point Garden in Charleston. The
address was given by Capt. Robin T. White, U.S.
Navy chief of staff at the Charleston Naval Base.
Wreaths were placed by the Hobson Memorial

Society; L. Mendel Rivers Branch 50 of the Fleet

American Legion, Post 166; Sons of Legion-
naires, Post 166; and Veterans of Foreign Wars,
Post 5091. The Hobson Monument was dedi-
cated April 25, 1954, and memorial services
have been held at the park in succeeding years
on the Sunday nearest the anniversary of the
ship’s sinking.

The color guard in the above photo if from MOMAG UNIT ELEVEN here in
Charleston. Members of this crack unit are MN2 Coleen Sable, MN3 Perry
Curry, MN3 Jody Wilbanks and MNSN Andrea Edwards. Also participating
in the ceremony from COMOMAG were MN1 Lemuel Smith and MNSA Beverly
Swinner who laid the Association of Minemen wreath at the base of the
monument. They also escorted representatives from the other veterans
organizations that laid wreaths. This is an annual memoriazl service
that we and the local Fleet Reserve Association assist the USS Hobson
Memorial Society in conducting. It is not widely known, but a Mineman
Third Class George Swan lost his life when the USS Hobson was sunk.
His name is inscribed on the monument along with the names of 175 other
men that perished in the tragic accident.

NEWS FLASH: Gunner Roy Schardin recently had a heart attack and had a
double by-pass operation. He is at home recuperating and expects to
be at the reunion in August.

//



by Michael Baugh
Bow Hook editor

‘While the Navy nursing corps
celebrates its 82nd anniversary
this month, the women at Mo-
bile Mine Assembly Group Unit
11 are building their own tradi-
tions in a field that’s only been
open to_women since 1975.

The mineman rate is flat-
out physical. The days are spent
refurbishing practice mines and
involves welding, spray paint-
ing, electronics and fork lifts,
among other things. Out of 74
sailors stationed at MOMAG
Unit 11, 17 of them, or 22
percent, are female. That’s a
big stride considering that 15

years ago it was 100 percent
male. It’s also a percentage that
will possibly be growing.
““We expect that number to
go up. Our goal is forty percent
of the mine force being female

Women of MOMAG Unit 11 prove
themselves in once-male rate

by 1992, even though that may be
reduced,”” said Lt. Homer Reagan,
officer-in-charge of MOMAG Unit
11. “‘But, even though I feel we
definitely have the best women in
the Navy, we don’t have males or
females here, we have sailors.
‘“They may feel like they have
an extra challenge by coming into
a long-time, male-dominated field,

- But they aren’t scared to do any-

thing I ask of them,’” he added.
“‘Our production deck is a prov-
ing ground for all sailors.””

While the women of MOMAG
Unit 11 feel that they are treated
as equals, they agree that coming
into a male-dominated field is
something of a challenge. -

MN3 Yulandraul Simpson
became a mineman, she said,
because it dealt with “‘a lot of
electrical work.”” Now in her third
year of service, she said attitudes
and expectations have changed.

I figured it would be tough

._.':E‘::; ;
because of chauvinistic menin
the rate, like it would be a
stumbling block,”’ she said.
‘‘But attitudes have changed a
lot. The woman’s role in the
mine force has changed dra-
matically, but that has been
systematic, not forced. People
realized that women could play
a vital part in the mission.”

_ Another sailor at MOMAG
entered the mine force in a
more roundabout way. MN3
Sandra Davis, another three-
year veteran, said she origi-
nally intended to be an aero-
grapher’s mate but took an
immediate opening to Mine-
man ‘‘A’’ School. Davis said
she did not know at the time
that the rating was open to
women for only a short time;
she also never thought she
wonld be working with so many
mechanical implements.
'ont. on page 27

...MOMAG Unit 11

Cout. from page 13

+1 found out when I got here
that some men had an attitude like
we had to eam theirrespect,’” she
said. **But we get the same pay S0
we'’re supposed {0-do the same
job. It has changed, though, and
now some of them feel that a girl

can do a better job.”’

MNSN Andrea Edwards said
she looked for shore duty and,
when the recruiters offered up
mineman, she went for it. Not

FMWTC

Advancement

MN3 Jennifer L. Doers

081 Eddie D. Neely

RM1 Kenneth D. Rudolph

Good Conduct Award

MN2 Keith D. Taylor (2nd)
BTC(SW) Kerry L. McKiven (3rd)
BTC(SW) James E. Coggins (3rd)
BMC(SW) Frank G. Sollitto (3nd)
Letter of Commendation
MN1 Bonnie C. Mosley

lnstructor of the Month
MSC Emil E. Broman

only is it a tough job, Edwards
noted, but “‘it’s a chance o get
physical as opposed t0 a tradi-
tional female job; it's not stere-
otypical.”’

MN2 Colleen Sabel, a 10-year
veteran of the mine force, agrees
about the demands of the work.

““To be honest, the idea of
working withexplosives appealed

“to me as exciting work, as op-
“posed to working behind a desk.

FMWTC
ed Instructor

HT1 Robert A. Smith

MM2(SS) Billy J. Cady

HTR2 Wesley E. Bright

Good Conduct Award i
MN1 Jerry L. Williams (3rd award)
Instructor of the Month
MS1(S$) Michael D. Carter
Sailor of the Moath

MN3 Jennifer L. Doerr—=

It's also fast-paced and everyday
there's something new. There's
more and more females coming
into the rate since we proved we
can handle it and (that) it's not just
a guy’s job.”’
How do the parents of these
tradition-breaking women feel?
““Dad was pretty proud of it,”
Sabel said. ‘“Mom just said ‘hopey,
be careful.” ”’ :

FMWTC

ed Instructors
MSCS(SS) Richard D. Kellstrom
RMC(SW) Gerald A. Roby
EC1 Kevin B. Davis
Good Conduct Awards
BMI1({SW) Ronnie Ford
MN1 Robert C. Meyer :'/’
MN2 Ronald D. Powell
Instructor of the Month
MSCS(SS) Gregory A. Talley
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BULK RATE
U.S. POSTAGE
T e PATD
) 3 CHARLESTON, SC
ASSOCIATION OF MINEMEN
P.0.BOX 71835 PERMIT NO. 270
CHARLESTON, §.C. 29415 :
SUMMER 1990
16TH ANNUAL MEETING
AND REUNION IN
YORKTOWN, VIRGINIA
AUGUST 17 - 19, 1990
0002 4 - 55
CW04 JOHN F. LOONAM, USN (RET)
RR2, BOX 180
A HOMECOMING GLOUCESTER VA 23061
C,\’:“DN or ",4'
DEDICATED TO SERVING
THE U.S. NAVY MINE FORCE .....TO PERPETUATE A RRNOWLEDGE OF UNDEASEA MOWE WARFARE. NECESSARY T0) AMERICA'S FIRST LINE OF DEFSNSE
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