
Issue  84  Newsletter of the Association of Minemen  Fall 2014

THE 
DASHPOT

Best wishes to all from the Lowcountry!  I am 

getting back into the swing of things after the very 

successful 40th annual reunion of the Association 

of Minemen.  It was great to see so many familiar 

faces, and some new ones as well.  I have the 

worst memory in the world, but I am trying my 

best to put names and faces together, so please 

bear with me.

Special thanks to Dick Schommer for putting 

together such a fun event. From what I saw, the 

hotel was beautiful, and the picnic venue was 

fantastic.  Also, thanks to Glenn Hartshorn for 

his auctioneering skills, thanks to Toby Horn 

for emceeing, and thanks to Mike Femrite for 

collecting and counting all the loot.  Many more of 

you contribute in so many ways and I appreciate 

all of your efforts.

I am very excited to be the new President, 

and Gary Cleland left huge shoes for me to fi ll.  

I do have him on speed dial so he is not off the 

hook yet. I am humbled by the trust you have 

placed in me, and will work as hard as I can to 

ensure that we are headed in the right direction 

and picking up speed.  I work for you, and am 

available for any questions, comments, criticisms.  

I am confi dent that the Board of Directors will 

keep me engaged and informed, and we will work 

as a team to accomplish the tasks at hand.

I’d like to extend a warm welcome to John 

Epps as the new Vice President.  I will try to ward 

off the boredom for you.  Also new to the Board 

of Directors are Danny Epperly and Eddie Atkins.  

I am glad to have you all on board.

I currently have for action the orders for 

t-shirts, polo shirts, hats, sweatshirts, and 

jackets, as well as the memorial in DC and more 

fact fi nding at the Punchbowl, and will keep you 

all posted.

It’s going to be a great year! 

Tracey Hayes

FROM THE PRESIDENT
Tracey Hays, MNCM, USNR
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2014    SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT
Your 2014 Scholarship Committee has approved 10 Scholarship 

Awards.

Each Award is worth $750, for a total of $7,500 awarded this year.

Our association really enjoys giving out these scholarship awards, 

but the money in our scholarship fund is not without limits. The number 

of Awards this year was larger by a total 1  from last year. All of our 

applicants just graduated high school or are already in college. Either way, 

some of our applicants still don’t seem to be able to follow  instructions 

in completing the scholarship application form. This seemingly indifference to the rules and instructions when 

fi lling out the application, was again taken into consideration by your committee when making our decisions for 

this year’s scholarship awards. 

This year we had 18 applications sent in, 8 Applications were rejected.  Of the 10 accepted applications, 

3 were repeat award winners, and 7 were new applicants. All 18 applications were from undergraduate 

students. All of the 8  rejected applications, were because they were incomplete applications, and all 8 were 

past recipients of a AOM Scholarship award. I guess there can be several reasons for sending in an incomplete 

application, but I hope that one of the reasons is not that we are being taken for granted.

Since 1996 the Association of Minemen have awarded 199 scholarships totaling $130,400.

Your Scholarship committee of Curtis Christian, Robert Stancik, and myself Ronald Glasen want to thank 

you For your past support, and ask you to Please continue to support the Scholarship Program with Your 

generous donations, so that we may continue the proud tradition of the Association of Minemen Scholarship 

Awards Program.

 The rules for completing an application must be strictly adhered to as they were written. These rules are 

published on the AOM Web Page. 

ALL FOUR APPLICATION PAGES ARE REQUIRED TO BE FULLY COMPLETED TO QUALIFY  

FOR THE SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS PROGRAM.

 All applications must be submitted to the AOM secretary by May 1st. as stated in the instructions. Failure 

to follow the rules will make the application incomplete and will not be considered for a scholarship award. 

Money is tight and we must use our scholarship fund money wisely.

One more Thing. After Mailing out the Scholarship Award Checks.  We received  4 very much appreciated  
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Thank you notes. They were from Allyssa Ostrowski, Jude Olesh, Kyle Ferguson, and  Tina Lee Mack- Miller, 

and the Association of Minemen  answers with, Thank you, very much for your polite response.

Scholarship Chairmen

Ronald Glasen

4
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FROM THE SECRETARY/TREASURES DESK
CONTIBUTED BY MIKE FEMRITE

The reunion in Charleston was great.  The early bird at Toby and Janie’s house was spectacular.  Lots of 

food, Catfi sh caught by Curtis Christian, Oysters, Shrimp, and many more Hors d’oeuvres.  The evening was 

fun for all.  The early bird at the hotel brought in many more members that had just arrived.  The dinner had 

91 members and wives for some excellent food.  The picnic set up by Dick Schommer, and Toby Horn at the 

Bohemian Bull was a big success.  The auction brought in $3643.00 for the AOM Scholarship Fund.

Nancy Femrite sold Fancy Feet Jewelry made by one of our Scholarship recipients Allyssa Ostroski, who 

makes these for college money.  She donated 20% of sales back to the Scholarship Fund.

A reminder, there are two Scholarship Funds for the AOM.  The fi rst is the general AOM Scholarship Fund 

and the second is the Paul and Myrtis Day Santa Maria Memorial Scholarship Fund.  Contributions can be made 

to the fund of your choice.

Remember to check your mail label to see if you are current with your dues.  If it says Oct 2014, you 

need to pay your dues for 2015.  If not you may be dropped from the mailing list.  Our calendar year runs from 

October to September.  2015 dues are due NOW.

Mike Femrite

ASSOCIATION OF MINEMEN

Minutes of the meeting held on 7 Oct. 2014 in Charleston South Carolina 

The President called the meeting to order at 1405 hours.

Minutes of the 2013 meeting were read and approved by membership.

Treasures report was read and approved by membership.

President thanked everyone for the support he was given over the last 4 years.

Committee Reports:

Mike Femrite reported that we have had 19 new members join the AOM this year bringing our total 

membership to 236. 

Derick  Hartshorn our webmaster reported that he would be adding the new members to his email list.

Bob Hart our Chaplin reported he is ready for the Dinner events and has a list of all Minemen and Families 

that has passed away.

Ron Glasen read scholarship report:  This year the AOM awarded 10 scholarships. The applicants 
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for scholarships need to fi ll out all 4 pages completely and must be submitted no later than 1 May 2015.  

Applications not fully completed or not meeting the deadline will not be considered.  Paul Santa gave a check 

for $1000.00 for the Paul and Myrtis Day Santa Maria  Memorial Scholarship Fund.

Don Healer our new Dashpot Editor was introduced. 

Tracey Hays our Vice President reported on the Memorial Plaque that is being purchased for D.C.   A 

design was approved by the membership.  

Toby Horn presented the new AOM Flag and discussed the Battle Streamers that will be attached to 

the fl ag.  Streamers are $60.00 and will be purchased by the member with his or her design, must have some 

signifi cance to a special time and place while serving as a mineman.

New Board Members:

Tracey Hays MNCM replaced Gary Cleland as President. Approved by the membership

Jon Epps replaced Tracy Hays as Vice President.  Approved by the membership.

Tracey is the fi rst female to be President of the AOM.

Danny Epperly and Eddie Atkins agreed to continue as Board of Directors.  Approved by the membership.

A suggestion was made to purchase new software for the Dashpot Editor.  Approved by the Membership.

New Business:  A tour of the Weapon Station was set up by Tracey for 0900.

The store keeper Tracey Hays reported we need to order more hats, new jackets, long sleeve shirts and 

possibly sweat shirts.

Bill Johnson reported that Ron Gentry has been on the sick list, if anyone wants to send him a get well card 

the address is:  Ron Gentry   56 So. Shell Rd.   Debary Fl.  32713

The next 2015 reunion will be in Reno Nevada  on Oct. 6,7,8, at the Sands Regency Hotel and Casino.  

More to come in future Dashpots.  Chairman:  Mike Femrite.

2016 Reunion will be held in Yorktown Va.  Chairman Stephanie Cowart with assistance from Danny 

Epperly and Eddie Atkins.  Dates to come later.

The Oldest AOM member at the reunion was Jack Smoot, and the person who traveled the furthest was 

Gary Elliot.

This year’s winners of the Association of Minemen Award are:

SHORE:

MN1(SW)  David Toyloy  (Naval Munitions Command Unit Charleston SC).

SEA:
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MN1(SW) Steven G Hassler  (MCM Det Two).

Reserve:

MN1 Juan Carlos Pazazanon    ( MOMAU Unit One  Seal Beach).

Motion to Adjourn:  Passed

Respectfully Submitted By

Michael Femrite

Secretary 

“THERE’S JUST NO RIGHT WAY TO DO WRONG”

BM1 James Elliott Williams, MOH, NC, USN (Ret.) 1930-1999
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TAPS
The Fleet Reserve Assn. reports the death of MNCS Richard A. Woodson, who 

was a member of Branch 147, Sanford FL.  Date of Death: Friday December 6, 2013.

Antonio Serna Rodriguez 47, of Corpus Christi, TX formally 

of Queen Creek, AZ passed away on July 1, 2014. Antonio was 

born in Phoenix, Arizona on February 25, 1967 to Ramon and 

Margarita Rodriguez. Antonio recently retired as a Senior Chief 

Petty Offi cer from the U.S. Navy in May of 2014 and proudly 

served our country from 1992 to 2014.  Antonio is survived 

by his wife, Rosemary; his children, Tisha, Tiffany, Cassandra 

(Jezi), Cynthia (Rachel) and Victor Jr.; 5 grandchildren, Isaiah, 

Brianna, Caleb, Ava and Gavin; his siblings, Pedro, Ramon Jr, Raul, Carmen, Adrianna, 

Rosa and Alice; 9 nephews, 4 nieces and 4 great nephews. Antonio is preceded in 

death by his father, Ramon and his brother, Robert.

The Fleet Reserve Magazine recently announced the deaths of two minemen, 

neither of whom we can locate: Stephen Scharchan, CWO-2 - nothing on the Internet 

or anywhere Ellwod R. Sylvester (June 24, 1923 - November 24, 2013) Possibly born 

in Buford, GA and died in Carson City, NV. Nothing in addition to this has been found.

MNCS George S. Davis passed away on Septemebr 20, 2014 at his residence.  

He retired from the United States Navy as a Senior Chief with 25 years of service.  

Surviving in addition to his wife Lillian of 56 years are: two sons: Steven Michael Davis 

(Jessica) of Falls Church, VA and Robert Brandt Davis (Elizabeth) of Rockwood, TN; 

four grandchildren: Robert Allen Davis, Jacquelyn “Jaki” Amanda Davis, Hannah 

Elizabeth Davis and Andrew Joseph Davis.

Capt. John Bryan McKamey passed away Monday, February 15, 2010

John Bryan “JB” McKamey was born July 1935 in Greencastle, the only child 

of Mary Margaret Bryan and Oscar Lee McKamey of Fillmore. 

JB attended Fillmore School and Butler University. In September 1955 he 

entered the Naval Aviation Cadet Program and was commissioned an Ensign and 

received his wings of gold on March 1, 1957. McKamey fl ew ADs with VA-215 



AOM FALL ISSUE 10

making three WesPac Cruises on the USS Lexington. He then served as an instructor pilot with VT-7and VT-9 

at NAS Meridian, Mississippi. He attended safety school at the University of Southern California before joining 

VA-23 aboard the USS Midway and began fl ying combat missions in Southeastern Asia in April 1965. 

On June 2, 1965, while fl ying his A-4 on his 21st combat mission, McKamey’s aircraft was hit by enemy 

fi re and he was forced to eject over North Vietnam and was immediately captured. JB was released on Feb. 12, 

1973 during Operation Homecoming after being held as a prisoner of war for seven Years and eight months. 

After his return he was attached to VA-125 at Lemoore, Calif. until May 1974. 

JB’s next assignment was as Commanding Offi cer of VT-9 at NAS Meridian. His next orders sent him to 

Mayport, Fla. and the USS Saratoga as ship’s Navigator. Captain McKamey, while attached to Naval ROTC 

program in the University of Jacksonville, received dual BA degrees in communication and English from the 

University of North Florida. Captain McKamey served as Executive Offi cer as NAS Key West (Boca Chica) 

and received a Humanitarian Service Award during the Cuban Mariel boat lift. JB then commanded Mobile 

Mine Assembly Group in Charleston, S.C. Next McKamey became the Commanding Offi cer of NAS Pensacola 

from 1982 to 1984 Captain McKamey’s last assignment was on the CNET staff. 

McKamey’s decorations include the Silver Star (2), Legion of Merit w/V, Bronze Star, w/V and the Purple 

Heart (2), Meritorious Service Medal w/V (3). 

Captain McKamey retired from the United States Navy after 30 years honorable and heroic service to our 

nation. He returned with honor. After his retirement JB service 7 years as the Public Affairs Offi cer at NAS 

Pensacola. 

JB was a dedicated Bridge Life Master and avid NASCAR fan.
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2014 Association of Minemen Reunion
Charleston SC

Past Presidents L-R, Bill Johnson, Gary Cleland, Current President Stacy Hayes, 

Past Presidents Bob Hart, Warrent Savage, G Paul Santa Maria, Jack Smoot, Toby 

Horn, and Dick Schommer.
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MN1 (SW) Steven Hassler
SEA DUTY

MCM DETACHEMNT TWO
Mineman First Class Steven Hassler  was born October 

25, 1983 and a native of Wheatland, Wyoming.  He graduated 

Wheatland High School in 2002.   He enlisted in the Navy 

January 2003 and completed boot camp at Recruit Training 

Command, Great Lakes, Illinois.  After completing his 

basic training he attended Mineman “A” School and Mine 

Neutralization Vehicle (MNV) “C” School.

He reported to his fi rst duty station at Sasebo, Japan 

onboard USS PATRIOT (MCM 7).  While onboard PATRIOT he 

completed one western pacifi c deployment and eight multi-lateral Mine Warfare exercises to include 

MINEX/FOAL EAGLE/COBRA GOLD/MCMEX.  While onboard he received his enlisted Surface 

Warfare Specialist designator and was promoted to Petty Offi ce Third Class and Petty Offi cer Second 

Class.

In February of 2007 he reported to South Central Regional Maintenance Center (SCRMC) in 

Ingleside, Texas.  He served there until January of 2009 when he relocated the MNV repair shop 

to South West Regional Maintenance Center (SWRMC) in San Diego, California.  While onboard 

he lead the overhaul and delivery of 16 Mine Neutralization Vehicles (MNV) to local and forward 

deployed ships, achieved Intermediate Support Activity (ISA) depot level repair certifi cation and 

identifi ed defi ciencies in fi ve production process steps, resulting in a 40% decrease in overall repair 

time to the MNV.  While he was stationed at SWRMC he was advanced to Petty Offi cer First Class.

In February 2001, MN1 (SW) Hassler reported to COMLCSRON ONE to attend Littoral Combat 

Ship (LCS) MCM training pipeline.  He is currently serving as the Leading Petty Offi ce for MCM 

DETACHMENT TWO.

He has been awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal, Navy and Marine 

Corps Achievement  (4 awards), and various campaign and service medals.

MN1 (SW) Hassler resides in Ocean Beach, California.
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Juan Carlos Pazazanon
NR MOMAU ONE
Seal Beach CA.

MN1 Pazazanon, was born on March 25th 1977 in 

Guatemala. The son of Oscar and Argentina Pazazanon, 

accountants in the medical fi eld.  MN1 Pazazanon moved to 

the United States in 1993 in order to help his parents who were 

already residing in the country. He attended Hollywood High 

in Los Angeles, California where he participated in the ROTC 

program, excelled in his academic studies, and worked full-

time to help support his family. With all his hard work, MN1 

Pazazanon graduated in 1996 with honors.

Having been exposed to the opportunities the military 

could offer via ROTC, MN1 Pazazanon joined the United States 

Navy on September 09, 1996. He made this life changing decision in search of discipline, guidance, 

and in the pursuit of a better future.  He attended the Navy Training Center Command, Great Lakes, 

for Basic Training, and was assigned to division 026. During his basic training, MN1 Pazazanon, a 

natural born leader, worked his way up to division leading recruit (RPOC). After graduating basic 

training, he was immediately instructed to report on board the USS Harry W. Hill DD (986).  Once, on 

board, he became part of the 1st division, where he performed the duties of Junior Boatswains Mate.  

Six months later, he received the rank of BMSA Pazazanon.  He was attached to that ship for a total 

of one and half years, to include a six month deployment (West Pac).  MN1 Pazazanon qualifi ed as 

Master Helmsman, where he was entrusted with the arduous task of piloting his ship.  In 1997, the 

USS HARRY W. HILL (DD 986) was decommissioned. 

After the decommissioning of the USS HARRY W. HILL, he was assigned reported to the USS 

ANTIETAM (CG-59).  He continued to perform his duties as a new BMSN, and quickly earned 

his position of lead BMSN.  He was deployed for 6 months to the Persian Gulf, where his ship 

supported Desert Wolf Operations.  MN1 Pazazanon continued to work on his leadership skills and 

exceeded the command’s expectations.  He was awarded a Good Conduct Medal and a letter from 

of commendation from the commanding offi cer in recognition for his above and beyond performance.  

On October 1999, he separated from active duty.

 Missing the rewards that the Navy had instilled in him, MN1 Pazazanon proceeded to join 

the US Navy Reserves in 1999 as a BMSN.  Once in the reserves, he immediately crossed rated to 

MNSN, where he continued to pursue his goals and education.  In 2002, he advanced to Petty Offi cer 

Continued on page 15
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MN1 (SW) David Troyloy
SHORE DUTY

Navy Munitions Command Unit Charleston
    

MN1(SW) David Toyloy was born in St. Elizabeth, Jamaica 

on August 4, 1986.  He graduated from MacArthur High School 

in Hollywood, FL in 2004.  He enlisted in the United States Navy 

on May 7, 2008, reporting to basic training at the Recruit Training 

Command, located at the Naval Station Base in Great Lakes, IL and 

completing basic training in July 2008.

    He reported to the Mine Warfare Training Center (MWTC) 

in Ingleside, TX for Mineman “A” School in September 2008 

and graduated in February 2009.  While awaiting for his Mine Sweep Boatswains Mate “C” school, he was 

temporarily assigned to the USS DEFENDER (MCM 2) from February 2009 to May 2009.  He returned to 

the MWTC to attend “C” school and graduated in June 2009.  Upon graduation, he reported back to the USS 

DEFENDER where he was advanced to Mineman Third Class Petty Offi cer and to Mineman Second Class 

Petty Offi cer in 2010.

    MN1 Toyloy assisted with the homeport shift of USS DEFENDER from Ingleside, TX to Sasebo, Japan.  

Upon completion of his tour, he attended the Versatile Exercise Training Mines (VEMS) “C” School at MWTC 

from September 2012 to October 2012.

    Upon graduation of VEMS “C” School, he reported to the Navy Munitions Command Unit Charleston 

onboard Joint Base Charleston in Goose Creek, S.C. in November 2012.  Since checking onboard NMC Unit 

Charleston, he has advanced to the current rank of Mineman First Class Petty Offi cer.

    MN1 Toyloy holds an Associate’s Degree in computer science from Kaiser University.  His personal 

awards include: Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (2), Good Conduct Medal (2), Navy Rifl e and 

Pistol Marksmanship and various other unit and campaign service awards.

    His family Mr. Milton Toyloy (father), Ms. Marica Blackwood (mother), Ms. Jaquelin Toyloy (sister) and 

Mr.’s Ray and Marlando Toyloy (brothers), currently reside in Hollywood, FL.
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3rd class, MN3. He achieved the position of Team Member, allowing him to fully participate in the unit’s 

main mission of building mines.  In 2003, his hard work and dedication paid off and picked up fi rst 

increment in the advancement process and advanced to 2nd class Petty Offi cer, MN2.  He immediately 

pursued and earned the position of Team Leader.  Once again, in October of 2012, he proudly 

advanced to First Class Petty Offi cer, MN1Pazazanon.

MN1 Pazazanon, continues to excel and improve his leadership skills mentoring 21 members 

of NR MOMAU ONE, including 19 local and 7 cross assigned members.  He is the lead Training Petty 

Offi cer and has hosted numerous training evolutions that have made NR MOMAU ONE Seal Beach 

the preferred training site for MOMAU units from across the country.   

MN1 Pazazanon’s personal awards include Navy & Marine Corps Achievement Medal (three 

awards).

Currently, MN1 Pazazanon works for Andrews International INC. and is pursuing an 

AA degree in Business Administration. 

Continued from page  13 MN1 Pazazanon
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Greetings from the World Famous Mine 

Warfare Training Center!  MWTC is the premier 

training headquarters for all Mine Warfare related 

subjects, from molding the next generation 

of Mineman for the fl eet to grooming future 

MIW specifi c Battle Staff Offi cers.  Here 

is a look at what we have been doing:

MN ‘A’ SCHOOL

The new students at MN ‘A’ School continue 

to excel beyond expectations.  With the new 

LCS program, there has been a demand for 

a larger MIW fl eet, and the class sizes have 

soared.  Each graduation show another set 

of MN, faces set with purpose and pride, all 

excited for their next step into the fl eet.

The Instructors of MN ‘A’ School put forth new 

testing strategies and examinations, challenging the 

students’ minds and paving the way to producing 

stronger Sailors for the MIW fl eet.  More and 

more future MN have looked outside of their 

lessons to learn more about their future, and to be 

better equipped for their new roles at their fi rst 

command.  Here is a look at our recent graduates:

RECENT ‘A’ GRADUATES

Class 14-120
MNSR Mejia, Aimee 
MNSR Spangler, Justin W
MNSA Triana, Bobby J
MNSN Sanchez, Daniel
MNSN Pancost, Jacob T
MNSN Bettencourt, Travis J

Class 14-140
MNSA Jenkins, Kyle S
MNSN Dehosson, Boniface J
MNSN Ricardo, Jonathon A
MNSR Bonilla, John D
MNSA Mitchell, Joe L
MNSA Savage, Angus D

Class 14-150
MNSR Burns, Colton J
MNSR Dominguez, Diego

LT Kappel congratulatiing one of the Uruguayan 
Offi cers.
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MNSA Fairman, Michael D
MNSR Harrell, Justin M
MNSR Hatfi eld, Austin D
MNSR Klinetop, Stephen T

Class 14-155
MNSA Alcaraz, Francisco D

MNSN Chambers, Jeffery Q
MNSN Harper, Gregory F
MNSN Leger, Marc B
MNSA Moranrivera, Jesus E
MNSR Smith, Michael J

Class 14-160
MNSR Hoyle, Jacob
MNSN Britt, Matthew
MNSR Galvin, Antony
MNSN Grater, Todd
MNSN Richardson, Bronson
MNSR Stone, Benjamin
MNSN Calvomasis, Gerardo

Class 14-170
MNSN Parr, Timothy A
MNSA Velazquez, Sergio
MNSA Abreu, Alexis
MNSR Stephen Torres, John 
MNSA Dephillips, Travis
MNSA Towery, Adam

Class 14-180
MNSN Cruz, William G
MNSA Hitchcock, Mason L
MNSN Niko, Donald
MNSR Taylor, Scott W
MNSR Newman, Ryan
MNSR Harris, Nicholas

Class 14-185
MNSA Brown, Marcus W 
MNSA Dean, Edward J
MN2 Proesch, Craig, A
MNSR Pullam, Philip M

Class 14-187

MNSR Decembre, David
MNSR Greene, Michael D
MNSN Kordahy, Elie L
MNSN Leard, Michael S
MNSA Morstorf, James F
MNSA Navarro, Clark A

Class 14-200
MNSR Dicroce, Daniel J
MNSR Dyer, Gary G
MNSN King, Matthew T
MNSA Villegas, Alejandro
MNSA Yeakle, Jesse A

Class 14-205
MNSN Deckert, Devin M
MNSN Delgadosotelo, Raul
MNSR Maurer, Nicholas A
MNSR Bisco, Ernest Jean G
MNSR Blair, Justice S
MNSN Crandall, Daniel R

Class 14-210
MNSR Hall, Wilson V
MNSN Marvel, Marcos L
MNSN McArthur, Christopher L
MNSN Romero Jr, Fernando
MNSR Thompson, Samuel M
MNSR Witt, Daniel L

Graduates of Class 14-025 posing with MWTC’s CO, 
CRD Cooper.
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Class 14-212
MNSA Bailey, Mark W
MNSN Frazier, Sean M
MNSN Hudgins, Jacob M
MNSN Mann, John C
MNSA Miller, Ian A
MNSN Salazar, Samuel 

Class 14-215
MNSN Adamiak, Oliver J
MNSN Arndt, Jeffrey M
MNSR Gonzalez, James A
MNSA Lanto, Luis A
MNSA Santiago, Manuel I
MNSA Whitley, Tyler J

Class 14-220
MNSA D Carrion, Antonio
MNSN Duncan, Dylan
MNSN Lewis, Brandon
MNSA Scott, Dylan
MNSN Sims, Christian
MNSR Chance, Evan L

MWTC ‘C’ SCHOOL

The system experts for the MWTC ‘C’ School 

division have done it again, motivating and 

training more MN for system specifi c duties in the 

fl eet.  The ‘C’ school instructors pushed forward 

with the new AN/SQQ 32 v.4 Differences course, 

training the Sailors to the new version of the 

MNV and ensuring the transition from old to new 

is as smooth as ever.  Here is a list of the recent 

graduates that have been awarded their new NEC:

RECENT ‘C’ GRADUATES

AN/SLQ-48 Operations, Class 14-040
MNSN Velazquez, Sergio
MN3 Hough, Andrew
MNSN Nichols, Austin, C.
MNSN Leger, Marc, B.
MN2 Stinson, Christopher

MNSA Witt receives his Certifi cate of Graduation from 
LCDR Patterson, MWTC’s XO Class 14-212

MNSN Velazquez receiving his Certifi cate of Gradu-
ation for AN/SLQ-48 Operations from MWTC’s CO, 
CDR Cooper.
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AN/SLQ-48 Maintenance, Class 14-030
MN1 Coates, Garrett A.
MNSA Drees, Matthew P.
MNSN Jahns, Aaron D.
MNSN Lanctot, Kevin M.
MNC Moskalik, Michael P.
MNSN Nunez, Nicholas A
MN3 Wold, Dylan E.

AN/SQQ-32 v3 Operator, Class 14-020
MNSN Bettencourt, Travis J
MNSN Burns, Colton J
MN2(SW) Nickell, Christopher A
MN2(SW) Olsen, Nicholas A
MN1(SW) Sutton, Brian E
MN2(SW) Weeks III, Ervine E

AN/SQQ-32 (v)4 Differences, Class 14-015
MN2(SW) Fox, Daniel F
MN2(SW) Xiong, Pua
MN2(SW) Lee Jr, Bernard A
MN3 Perkins, Benjamin A
MNSN Reneau, Kevin L
MNSN Nagy, James

PINS v5 Operator, Class 14-040
MN1(SW) Hidalgo, Chad A
MNSR Spangler, Justin W
ET1(SW) Brown, Jamal

PINS v5 Operator, Class 14-050
MNSN Johnson, Alexander
MNSN Hitchcock, Mason
MN3 Ramirez, Allen
MN1 Tully, Coy
MNSN Pasterak, Ryan

VEMS ASHORE, Class 14-030
MNSN Severns, Shay, B
MNSN Mejia, Aimee
MN2 Bryan, Charles
MN2 Beasley, Preston
MN2 Cook, Clifton
MN2 Wilson, Robert
MN2 Dessources, Yues

MNC Torres, James
MN2 Armontrout, Patrick

MWTC ‘F’ SCHOOL

The ‘F’ School instructors continue on with 

training Sailors from each corner of the MCM Triad.  

These new Tacticians are coming in from all angles; 

EOD, battle staff watch, oceanographic mappers, 

carrier groups, surface MN, and air crewman, just 

to name a few.  These Sailors come forth with 

nearly zero experience, and they continue to walk 

out with their heads held high, full of knowledge 

from a side of MIW they never even thought 

of.  Here is a list of the graduates ‘F’ school:

RECENT ‘F’ GRADUATES
MEDAL Operator, CSCS DET East, Class 14-010 

AWS2 Milian, Manuel
AWS2 Dally, Nicholas
OS3 Deleonguerrero, Amanda
AWS1 Will, Eric
AWS1 Dicks, Michael
AWS1 Duchaine, Timothy
OS2 Gooden, Bobby
MN3 Hagen, Elizabeth
AWS2 Roth, Bryan
AWS1 Joyce, Steven
AGAA Morgan, Alex
AGAN London, Seth
AGAR Ruano, Bryant
MN2 Smith, Angel
AWS2 Gilroy, Sean
AG3 Coonrod, Cory
MN3 White, Carla
AWS1 Hall, Laci
AGAN Duff, Aaron
AWS2 Beach, Mathew
AWS2 Wright, Brian
AWS1 Carlson, Severin
AGAA Pastore, Adam
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AG2 Chandler, Russell

MEDAL Supervisor, Class 14-020
MN2 Bouiler, David, R
OS2 Wilson, Sandra, G
QM2 Andrews, Jessica, L
MN1 Everingim, Matthew
MN1 Turner, Justin
MN1 Holbrook, William
MN2 Montgomery, Ryan

MEDAL Supervisor, CSCS DET East,
Class 14-010

AWS1 Ackerson, Harry
AWS2 Barr, Ryan
MN2 Curtis, Kristine
AWS2 Estep, Daisy
MN3 White, Carla
AWS1 Hall, Laci
MN3 Poskonka, Dean
AWS1 Shields, Michael
AWS2 Gifford, Alyssa
AWS2 Denham, Benjamin
AWS2 Suman, Nicole
AWS2 Wright, Brian
AWS2 Gilroy, Sean
AWS1 Will, Eric
AWS2 Roth, Bryan
MN2 Smith, Angel
AWS1 Dicks, Michael
AWS2 Porche, Ferdinand
MN1 Garz, Joshua
AWS1 Joyce, Steven

MIW Essentials, Class 14-020
LT Blazek, Carl R
MN1 Payton, Albert
MNC Andrews, Travis
MN1 Hinton, Antaqan D
MNC Pittenger, Michael J
MN1 Dubose, Robert K

LCS MEDAL Operator, Class 14-020
AG1 Ausa, Mark
LT Blazek, Carl
MNSA Bettencourt, Travis
MN3 Chavez, Braulio

ET3 Colonperez, Francisco
STG2 Devore, Joseph
MN1 Dubose, Robert
OSSN Maurer, Rachel
MN1 Meyer, Jacob
MN2 Payton, Albert
MNC Pittenger, Michael
ET3 Ricchetti, Melanie
OSC Riley, Tommie
MN1 Roden, Jonathan
MN1 Ruble, Courtney
STG2 Johnson, Roy
OSSA Sullivan, Christopher

LCS MEDAL Operator, Class 14-030
MNSN Bigney, Joshua
MNC Campion, William Z
MNC Frey, George 
MN1 Gunter, Michael A
MN1 Manka, Jeffrey
LT Ritter, Suzanne
MNC Wages, David B
MN1 Whitsitt, Steven S

MCM Planning Offi cers, Class 14-040
EODCS  Anderson, Ryan R.
LTJG  Jackson, Christopher M.
LTJG  Campuzano, Carlos D
LTJG  Dukleth, Stevens P.
LT Dauz, Arnold A.
ENS Crocker, Jeremy D.
LT Haley, Richard D.
ENS Hulke, Dana L.
EODCS Ibanez, Philip R.

LCS MEDAL Operator, Class 14-030, posing with their 
instructor, MN1 Merry
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AG1 Ausai, Mark A.
ENS Chapman, Devon J.
ENS Pascoe, Wade
ENS Phillips, Jacob A.
MNC Pittenger, Michael J.
LT Rodriguez, Mikel X.
LT Yanez, Josue F.
LCDR Yarn, Kasim J.
LTJG Sylve, Teneshia G.

RMS Operator, Class 14-040
MNC Loeblein, Christopher M
MNSN Nicholson, Zachery
MN1 Lindsay, Jimmie
MN1 Davis, Nathan
STG2 Devore, Joseph
MNSN Anderson, Anthony C
MN3 Muse, Angela
MNSN Wetherford, Justin 
LT Ritter, Suzanne A

STAFF EVENTS

MWTC’s honor guard, staff, and students 

participated in this year’s September 11th 

Remembrance Ceremony.  The Sailors from both 

MWTC and FASW stood proud and tall, heads 

bowed for those we lost on that fateful day.

MWTC also welcomed the Offi cers from 

Egypt, South Korea, Indonesia, Uruguay, and the 

Philippines for the Mine Warfare Orientation for 

Maritime Offi cers. Along with the orientation of 

MIW, the International Offi cers were taken on a tour 

of the Finest Points around the San Diego Area.
VOLUNTEER EVENTS

Our commitment 

to the community 

has made a huge 

impact.  Under the 

amazing guidance 

of MN1(SW) 

Rebecca Cross, the 

staff and students 

of MWTC have 

volunteered over 

400 hours.  Here 

are some of the events we’ve hosted:

•  VA Hospital – visiting our vets
•  Walk for Autism – 5K to show support 
and raise awareness for Autism
•  Labs & More Rescue – adopting 
rescue dogs to great families
•  Fiesta Island Big Dogs Rock – Labs and 
More Rescue adoption event at Fiesta Island
•  Imperial Bay Cleanup – beach cleanup
•  Upper Otay Reservoir Hike and Trail 
Cleanup - Cleaning up the trails
•  Creek to Bay Cleanup – annual 
San Diego beach cleanup
•  Torrey Pines Hike and Cleanup 
– Cleaning up the trails
•  Howl-O-Ween 5K Mutt Run/
Walk – 5K fundraiser with the dogs 
from the Labs and More Rescue
•  Memorial Day Flag Ceremony – Honoring our 
fallen with fl ags placed upon their headstones

MWTC’s Honor Guard preparing to present the colors 
for the September 11th Remembrance Ceremony.
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https://www.facebook.com/
events/643972495677960/events/623626977710379/

CREW UPDATES

NAVY MARINE CORPS 
ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL

MN1(SW) Sund, Zachary
MN1(SW) Hill, Chad
MN1(SW) Ray, Jacob

MILITARY OUTSTANDING 
VOLUNTEER SERVICE MEDAL

MN1(SW) Sund, Zachary

MASTER TRAINING SPECIALIST
MN2 Roberts, James
MN1(SW) Sablan, Kyle-Raymund

SENIOR SAILOR of the QUARTER
MN1(SW) Kaboskie, Stanley
MN1(SW) Merry, Jeremy

SENIOR SAILOR of the YEAR
MN1(SW) Merry, Jeremy

INSTRUCTOR of the QUARTER
MN1(SW) Wells, Benjamin
MN1(AW) Ruble, Courtney

INSTRUCTOR of the YEAR
MN1(SW) Wells, Benjamin

RE-ENLISTMENT
MNC(SW) Wall, David

IA
ET1(SW/EXW) Ashcraft, Ryan

FAREWELL AND FOLLOWING SEAS
MN2 Roberts, James
MN1(SW) Hill, Chad
MN1(SW) Contreras, Rick
MN1(SW) Willamee, Kevin
MN1(SW) Sund, Zachary
MNC(SW/EXW) Wohlgemuth, Lindsey
OSCM(SW/AW) Freeland, Steven

WELCOME ABOARD
MN1(SW) Ray, Jacob
MN1(SW) Snyder, Jared
MN1(SW) Hastings, Brandy
MN2(SW) Daigle, Jason

MWTC proudly salutes our fallen heroes during the 
Memorial Day Flag Ceremony
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“Any man who thinks he can be 
happy and prosperous by letting 
the Government take care of him; 

better take a closer look at the 
American Indian.”  -- Henry Ford

Whidbey Island Reunion Booklets (34 pages of color 
photos)  are available from the Storekeeper (page 2) 
for a $15. donation to the scholarship fund. Order 
yours today!
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