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From the President
MN1 Charles Humbard (ret)

Our thoughts and prayers go out to everyone affected by the
recent Storms and Floods.

My sincere condolences to the families of recently departed,
shipmates, and family members. Those who are on the binnacle
list or suffering from a medical issue, but know that your
shipmates are wishing

you a speedy recovery. Each of you remain in our thoughts and
prayers throughout your ordeal.

| hope everyone had a Great 4th of July with family and friends.

I would like to invite everyone to attended the 51st AOM
Reunion in Charleston SC. Some of the great places to visit are:
Carriage rides in Historic Downtown Charleston

Tea Plantation

USS Yorktown

Fort Sumpter

Fire Museum

Harbor and Dinner Cruises

Old Minemen in the Hospitality Room talking about the good
old days.

Also there are a large number of Minemen and their families
still in the area. We have a local lunch the first Friday of every
month at 11am. The lunch is held at the Stones Throw Brewing
in Goose Creek. We have around 12 attendees on a regular
basis.

Please pass the word about our AOM Scholarship Awards
Program, we have awarded 239 scholarships totaling
$161,150.00. This is our way to help our families afford
College. A special thank you to the Scholarship Chairman and

committee for their hard work.

Remember our Shipmates and their families who
may need help or just a phone call, text, or email
now and then to lift their spirits or just to reminisce
old times.

God bless and protect our Solders, Sailors, Airman,
Marines, Space Force, and Coast Guard. God bless
the USA.

Charles & Kim

Fleet News

U.S. Navy's Barracuda Is the First Semi-Autonomous Sea
Mine Destroyer

Published: 11 Jul 2025, 13:50 UTC e By:

Daniel Patrascu

Despite the advancements made in the fields of offensive
and defensive weapons in recent years, the good-old
mines remain a constant presence on the battlefields of
the world, be them on land or at sea - meaning they also
remain one of the biggest threats for soldiers and sailors
alike, but also for the vehicles they use.

To be honest, not much research seems to be ongoing
into the development of new means of mine detection
and neutralization, as the existing ones seem to be up to
the task. That's why the announcement made this week
by defense contractor Raytheon came as a bit of a
surprise.

(Cont on pg 6)
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DEDICATED TO SERVING THE U.S. NAVY
MINE FORCES

The DASHPOT, published quarterly is the newsletter
of the Association of Minemen (AOM), a non-profit
organization incorporated in the State of South Carolina ...
to perpetuate the knowledge of undersea mine warfare,

necessary to
America's first line of defense.
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From the Editor
MNC Dave Badger (ret)

Welcome to another edition of the
Dashpot.

Hope everyone’s summer has
started out great. Did you all have a
great 4th of July?

Things in this country are changing
everyday, some are good some are
not. The weather is getting more
wild. Our thoughts and prayers go
out to all those that lost live in the
recent extreme weather. Hopefully
the weather will be getting back to
more normal soon.

The 51st Reunion is coming up fast.
| hope to see many of you there. It
will be a great time to catch up with
old shipmates, remember those we
have lost, and meet a few you have
never run into before.

Don’t forget the auction to support
the Scholarship program. They
should be some interesting things.
Also if you have a student that is
interested, have them apply for the
scholarship.

By the time you get this Dashpot
schools will be back in session at
some locations. Let’s watch out for
kids and pray for a good year for
them. The time goes fast. | have a
hard time believing it has been 50
years since | graduated school.

2024: School will be closed
due to high winds.

1984 Tornado happening.

0 in the hall and put a book

on your head. Also we are
having pizza for lunch.

s£UNNY.CO
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Secretary Treasurer Report- Jun. 2025

Don’t forget to resister for our 51 Reunion in
Charleston this year. Please pay attention to
the deadlines for the hotel and the dinner
cruise. Both offer discounts if you meet the
deadlines! As for our finances, we are in the
black and hope to stay there when members
bring up their membership dues up to date! As
mentioned in the Membership Report, please
look closely at the date just below your name
on the Dashpot mailing label. That is the date in
which your dues are up. If you find that the date
is not correct, please send me an email and |
will make the corrections. My email address is
assocminemen@yahoo.com. Or, if you would
like to send me a note by mail, here is the
address. Association of Minemen, P. O. Box
2180, Temple City CA, 91780

Thank you and | hope to see you in Charleston!

Nate Miranda

@EMBER;_H—UQ

This quarter we had 1 new member joining
us. We will drop 16 members who have past
dues since 2022. If you are one of them and
wish to continue to receiving the Dashpot,
please bring your dues up to date so that you
will not need to pay an additional
reinstatement fee of $5.00. Please take note
of your membership status printed on the
mailing label just under your name and send
in your dues as soon as possible!
Remember, there are two ways you can send
in your dues. 1) you can mail it to;
Association of Minemen, P. O. Box 2180,
Temple City CA, 91780 or 2) electronic
transaction by going to https://
form.jotform.com/90215855401148.

Nate Mirsnda

YOU THINK JOKES ABOUT
UNDERWATER EXPLOSIVES ARE BAD?

WHAT TIL YOU SEA MINE.

imgflip.com

2025 SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
REPORT

The objective of the scholarship
program is to attract young people
who are enrolled in an ongoing
scholastic or training program
leading to their personal
advancement in a qualified
educational or training field in arts,
sciences, or engineering.

The scholarship is called the
Association of Minemen
Scholastic Assistance
Scholarship.

Apply at minemen.org/wp/
about/scholarship/

Scholarship Chairmen

Ranald Glasen
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Historian Report:

The Minemen of Sigonella

It was a crisp morning in Sigonella, Sicily, the kind
where the Mediterranean sun winked over the runway,
and the air smelled faintly of salt and olive trees. At the
edge of the airfield, a group of US Navy Minemen
bustled around a long, low warehouse. This was their
realm, a place where precision and camaraderie met
amid the hum of forklifts and the clang of steel.

Petty Officer First Class James “Smitty” Smith wiped
the grease from his hands and surveyed the scene.
The Minemen of Mobile Mine Assembly Unit 5 were a
rare breed: specialists trained to build, maintain, and
deploy naval mines across oceans. Here in Sigonella,
their mission was critical — supporting NATO exercises
and ensuring that the Mediterranean remained a safe
and secure thoroughfare.

Today’s job was the assembly of a batch of MK-62
Quickstrike mines. The team worked methodically:
Seaman Ramirez and Petty Officer Alvarez tightened
arming bolts, Chief Martinez checked the fusing
assemblies, and Lieutenant Lee went down the
checklist with precision. The air was charged with
focus, yet laced with banter — a testament to the trust
that bound them.

“Hey, Smitty,” called Ramirez, grinning from across the
warehouse, “you sure you gave that tail fin a pep talk?
We don’t want it wandering off course!”

Smitty winked, “Trust me, Ramirez, she’s going to land
right where we want her.”

As the team finished their work and secured the load
for transport, the Minemen stepped back and watched
as the pallet was wheeled towards the waiting C-130.
In that moment, amid the hum of aircraft and the
blinding Sicilian sun, a quiet pride surfaced. These
weren’t just bombs and steel casings — they were a
promise, a shield for the seas, shaped by the hands
and the heart of Minemen far from home.

As evening fell, the Minemen of Sigonella sat outside
the barracks, sharing stories and looking out toward the
runway. They came from different walks of life, spoke
with different accents, and held varied dreams, but
here, under the Mediterranean stars, they were one
crew — dedicated to a vital, unseen mission.

In the stiliness of the night, as the air cooled and the
sound of crickets replaced the whir of machinery,
Smitty smiled to himself. Another day in Sigonella.
Another mission closer to keeping the seas safe.
Another chapter in the proud legacy of the Minemen —
quiet guardians of the deep.

Authors note: this story could be true or not, you had to
have been stationed there to know.

Have a Great Day
Don Moody
AOM Historian

Navy Munitions
Command Pacific, East
Asia Division, Unit
Misawa, Japan

Naval Munitions Command Misawa Celebrates Exceptional
June, Earns "Best Mine Shop of the Year " Award.

Naval Munitions Command (NMC) Misawa concluded an
outstanding month of June, marked by significant
achievements and well-deserved recognition of its
dedicated personnel.

The command was honored to host Commander (CDR)
Dunagan, Commanding Officer of Mobile Mine Assembly
Group (COMOMAG), who visited to commend the hard
work and dedication of the Sailors at NMC Misawa. During
the visit, Mineman First Class (MN1) Harper was presented
with the Navy Achievement Medal (NAM) for his
exceptional support and outstanding contributions to a
fleet-wide Mine Warfare publication review.

Adding to the accolades, CDR Dunagan presented NMC
Misawa with the prestigious "Best Mine Shop of the Year"
award, recognizing the command’s superior performance
and unwavering dedication to excellence in mine assembly
and maintenance.

NMC Misawa's success is also attributed to the invaluable
support of its reserve component. For their hard work and
dedication in supporting the mission, Mineman First Class
(MN1) Fouts and Yeoman Second Class (YN2) Munzondon
were awarded the Navy Achievement Medal by NMC
Misawa Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Commander
(LCDR) Bauzo.

NMC Misawa remains steadfast in its commitment to
providing critical munitions support to the fleet. These
recent achievements are a testament to the hard work,
dedication, and professionalism of its Sailors and reservists
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NMC PAC EAD
Unit Guam

NMC PAC EAD held a change of command
on June 27th. CAPT Todd Duez relieved
CAPT John JB Barsano as our new
Commodore.

Congratulations CAPT Duez and fair winds
and following seas to CAPT Barsano.

Mine Warfare Training
Center

Bravo Zulu to Mine Warfare Training Center’s New First Class Petty
Officers!

Please join us in congratulating the newest members of the First Class
Mess!

MN1 Nieves

MN1 Morales Villarreal

Your hard work, dedication, and leadership have not gone unnoticed.
Advancing to Petty Officer First Class is a significant milestone in any
Sailor’s career, and it reflects your continued commitment to
excellence and service to our great Navy.

As you take on this next level of responsibility, continue to lead with
integrity, mentor those around you, and set the example for others
to follow. We're proud of you—well done and well deserved!

My whole life | never
read a warning label
telling me not to eat
laundry detergent or put
glue in my hair.

SKIPPER Somehow, | just knew.

Defined as the one man badass
enough to make a nuclear submarine
as his personal fishing boat

Visit the A.O.M Ship’s Store
P o
Htps:// minemen.org/wp/aom-ships-store/ ' ., |



U.S. Navy's Barracuda Is the First Semi-Autonomous Sea
Mine Destroyer (cont)

The company is working together with the U.S. Navy on a new
program of record for mine neutralization, and at the core of it
all is something called the Barracuda. That would be a sort of
semi-autonomous drone that can move on its own, detect and
identify mines, tell all about it to its operators, and then await
instructions on what to do next.

The Barracuda is in the news this week because it just came out

of a series of tests conducted in Narragansett Bay, Rhode
Island. According to Raytheon, the vehicle was used, for the
first time, in an untethered, semi-autonomous way, and proved
it can autonomously navigate, communicate, detect and
identify targets, all while operating independently underwater.

The defense contractor does not go into the specifics of what
was achieved during the tests, but apparently it got everybody
hyped about the prospect of making it a reality of our time —
plans are to achieve initial operational capability and enter low-
rate initial production by 2030.

The specifics of the Barracuda are not known either, but we are
told it is a system capable of tracking and identifying the most
common types of sea mines in existence: bottom, volume, and
near-surface.

The tech launches from a surface vessel, making sure to leave a
buoy floating above its location to act as a comms relay. It
starts scanning the sea using acoustics and, once it detects a
potential target, it sends an image to its human handler and
awaits a decision on whether to go ahead with neutralization of
the threat.

It's unclear how the actual neutralization occurs, as it seems the
Barracuda doesn't simply slam itself against the mine — most
likely, an explosive charge is placed and then remotely
detonated. A video of the technology, released back in May by
Naval News and available below this text, seems to show the
mine destroyer shooting some kind of beam at the mines and
causing them to detonate.

Raytheon seems pretty hyped about the prospects of the
Barracuda. So much so, in fact, that it is considering making a
larger and more advanced version of it that could be used more
actively during sea missions, including by performing subsea
and seabed warfare.

Navy Munitions
Command Pacific CONUS
West

The America-class amphibious assault ship USS
Tripoli (LHA 7) arrives at Naval Weapons Station Seal
Beach May 20, 2025, becoming the first “big deck”
amphibious ship to visit the base following
construction of a new ammunition pier. The new
pier allows for safer, more secure and efficient
operations while supporting larger Navy vessels.

On Friday, June 13th, we celebrated the distinguished
career and well-deserved retirement of LCDR James Taylor
III! After 23 years of impeccable service to the United States
Navy, LCDR Taylor hung up his hat for the last time in a
heartfelt ceremony.

LCDR Taylor's journey is a testament to dedication and hard
work. Enlisting in 2002, he rose through the ranks, achieving
the rank of Chief Petty Officer before earning his
commission. He capped off his impressive career as the
Officer-in-Charge of Detachment Point Loma, Navy
Munitions Command Pacific CONUS West Division.

The retirement ceremony was a fitting tribute, attended by
family, friends, shipmates, and esteemed guests. We were
honored to have former NMCPAC CWD Commander CAPT
Jessica O'Brien as the presiding officer and MTCM (SS) (Ret.)
Derick Stonesifer the guest speaker. Current NMCPAC CWD
Commander, CAPT Pitkin, was also in attendance to show
his support.

LCDR Taylor, your leadership, dedication, and unwavering
commitment to excellence have been an inspiration to us
all. We thank you for your service and wish you all the best
in your well-earned retirement! Fair winds and following
seas!
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Navy Munitions
Command
Atlantic Unit

Charleston

Fair Winds and Following Seas to our Shipmate, MN1
Turner. MN1 Turner was recognized and awarded
with a Navy Commendation Medal for his absolute
hard and diligent work and was presented with a
going away paddle from his brothers and sisters in the
First Class mess.

The US Navy wants a robotic
crawler to eliminate the most
dangerous underwater threat: sea

mines
By Michael Peck

One of the nastiest threats in naval warfare are
mines. Crude, cheap and packed with explosives,
bottom mines lurk on the seabed like aquatic
IEDs, where they are harder to detect and sweep
than floating mines.

That has been the tough and deadly work of
ships, helicopter-towed sleds and specially
trained techs. Now the US Navy has a new
vision: a robotic crawler. And with the growing
threat of sabotage to underwater cables and
pipelines, an automated crawler could potentially
be useful in protecting maritime infrastructure.
The Navy envisions a small unmanned vehicle
that weighs no more than 150 pounds, according
to a December Navy Small Business Innovation
Research (SBIR) solicitation which seeks ideas
from industry. The "Maritime Expeditionary
Response Crawler" would be fitted with a variety
of payloads, including short-range sensors,
manipulator arms, and equipment to disrupt
mines and other underwater explosives.

The crawler would both be autonomous and
controlled by human operators via a tether. The
vehicle "must be capable of conducting
operations in water depths over 600 meters
[1,968 feet] while also capable of transit on the
ocean surface for a distance of at least two

nautical miles to a georeferenced point where it can
autonomously submerge to the seabed," the SBIR
specified.

The crawler would be a standoff system that allows
human operators to remain a safe distance from
any mines. Once the crawler dives to the seabed, it
would release a tethered buoy with a radio
transmitter connected to the mothership.

The dull, dirty and dangerous task of sweeping for
mines would be autonomous. "Supervisory
autonomy to reduce cognitive burden to the
operator is desired," the SBIR said. However,
operators would have "supervisory control and
situational awareness for detection, reacquisition,
and render safe or neutralization tasks to enable
clearance of naval mines and other underwater
explosive-laden threats."

The crawler must be capable of operating "in
different sediment and seabed types (e.g., rocky,
flat sand, silt, etc.) and must be stable on the
seabed in dynamic sea states and currents.”
Though bottom mines are typically laid in shallow
waters, the SBIR only mentions an ocean
environment rather than rivers.

Naval mines have always had an aura of being
sneaky and malicious weapons. They date back to
medieval China, though David Bushnell — an 18th-
century American inventor — is credited with
inventing the modern variety during the American
Revolution. Historically, a common variety has
been moored mines that are attached by cable to an
anchor on the seabed, which allows the mine to
float at a specified depth. The crudest form is a
contact mine that detonates when it touches a
passing vessel — usually any kind of vessel, military
or civilian, which is what makes mining so



https://www.businessinsider.com/us-navy-faces-a-huge-liability-in-countering-irans-use-of-sea-mines-2018-8
https://www.voanews.com/a/nato-eu-on-high-alert-as-undersea-cable-attacks-escalate-in-baltic/7956600.html
https://www.navysbir.com/n25_1/N251-034.htm
https://www.businessinsider.com/black-sea-naval-mine-clearance-ukraine-war-2024-9
https://www.businessinsider.com/black-sea-naval-mine-clearance-ukraine-war-2024-9
https://allthingsliberty.com/2014/02/bushnells-mine-nearly-sinks-ship/
https://interestingengineering.com/innovation/how-do-naval-mines-work

The US Navy wants a robotic crawler to
eliminate the most dangerous
underwater threat: sea mines (Cont)

indiscriminate.

Bottom mines are even sneakier. They are
"influence" weapons, laying quietly on the seafloor
until triggered by a ship's magnetic field, the
acoustic signature of its propellers, or the
pressure the vessel generates in the water. While
moored mines can also be fitted with these
actuators, bottom mines are harder to detect.

In addition to being harder to detect via sonar
amid the clutter on the sea floor, bottom mines
also tend to have larger explosive charges than
moored weapons. Because their explosive energy
has to travel upwards to reach a ship or
submarine above, "bottom mines tend to work in
relatively shallow water (less than 164 feet),"
according to the Strauss Center for International
Security.

Several nations field air-launched or submarine-
launched bottom mines, including Russia's MDM
and the US Navy's Quickstrike, and China's Chen
series. Significantly, Chinese military journals
suggest a preference for bottom mines. Based on
Soviet minelaying experience in World War |,
Chinese experts concluded that anchored mines
"have low reliability due to current and waves,"
according to American defense analyst Lyle
Goldstein. "By contrast, bottom mines are said to

underwater explosives as the goal of the robotic
crawler project. But such a vehicle would seem
useful against sabotage of undersea cables and
pipelines. Nations worry about the vulnerability of
undersea infrastructure and the difficulty of
protecting facilities that might be 300 feet below
the surface.

Russia and China have allegedly employed ships
to drag anchors along the ocean floor, cutting
telecommunications cables. The most serious
underwater incident was in September 2022, when
explosions damaged the Nord Stream 1 and Nord
Stream 2 underwater pipelines, which transported
natural gas from Russia — via the Baltic Sea — to
Germany, where it was distributed to Western
Europe.

There are various theories as to the Nord Stream
culprit, but these incidents have spurred NATO to
deploy surveillance drones and sensors to protect
underwater infrastructure in the Baltic and
Mediterranean Seas. A robot minesweeping
crawler would be the next logical step.

Michael Peck is a defense writer whose work has
appeared in Forbes, Defense News, Foreign Policy
magazine, and other publications. He holds an MA
in political science from Rutgers Univ.
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be more reliable, harder to find, and much more Survey;

difficult to sweep." What is the best time of year to have a reunion?
Navies have already turned to robots as a Why?

cheaper and safer alternative to crewed Please email Dave Badger at

minesweepers. The US Navy, for example, has torboc@yahoo.com

just awarded a $106 million contract to Textron for stor y '
semi-autonomous boats to clear mines.

The SeaFox, an expendable torpedo-like drone
made by the German contractor Atlas Elektronik,
was deployed by the Royal Navy as far back as
2001.

ut a robotic underwater crawler is something else.
The US Navy SBIR only mentions mines and

Thank you
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Retired Navy Commander David Bruhn
Mineforce Author

From George Pollitt
Retired Navy Commander David Bruhn is a former CO of USS Gladiator (MCM 11) and USS Dextrous
(MCM 13) in the Persian Gulf. He also has experience aboard MSOs. After retiring, he wrote 36 books,
8 of which were devoted to mine warfare, and he recently published his final two books. In the email
below, David summarizes his work and provides a website where his books are described. Well done,
David! What a grand contribution you have made to mine warfare. [I’ve read 7 of your books
myself.] May you and Nancy enjoy your future activities.

Provided by David Bruhn. Vr, george
This article is distributed to interested members of the mine warfare community. All information is open
source, and there are no endorsements, either stated or implied.

Dear George,

My final two books, Sandscrapers and Sanctuary Not Certain, were just published by Heritage Books.

Thank you for your support of, and assistance in getting the word out about my books - particularly the eight
devoted to mine warfare.

I have decided to close the chapter on my authorship because | have exhausted subjects that | am passionate
about. | am satisfied that | have given what | had to offer regarding them.

My wife Nancy is retiring in about nine months, and we plan to do some travelling. | am also planning for other
activities that will consume much of my time.

This website is intended to be the online equivalent of a coffee table book highlighting an artist’s work. Richard
DeRosset, who did the cover art for twenty-nine of my books, created such a book several years ago to offer
those who peruse it an overview of his fine art. (I don’t consider myself even close to his incredible work/
accomplishments.)

It is my intention that the existence of these books might open the door to discovery for visitors who have an
interest in a specific ship or action. | offer at the Contact tab, assistance to those interested in learning more
about a relative’s naval service. Over the years, people have periodically reached out to me in an effort to learn
more about a loved one’s service.

One such incident involved an Australian lawyer informing me that he had been hired by family members
regarding the cause of the loss of their uncle in World War Il. It so happened that | had just read about this
man in a ship’s war diary entry while researching a book. He had been on the deck of an oiler hit by a
Kamikaze aircraft. The blast from the resultant explosion blew him over the side, and he was lost at sea. This
information apparently never made it to his family. | provided the lawyer a copy of the report.

These thirty-six books would not have contained the flavor and spirit that they have without the efforts of
many, many people who helped me along the way, resulting in “our body of work.” One visible piece of
evidence of this is the Commonwealth countries’ naval ensigns (flags) displayed on the covers of seventeen of
the books. These give a hint of the richness contained within, beyond USN material, that otherwise would not
have been made available to readers.

| am grateful for the generosity of those who have assisted me, and hope that | can do the same for other
authors.

Please help spread the word to anyone who you believe has an interest, that this website is available,
highlighting each book’s subject, whether naval history, competitive running, building land yachts, or creating
their own Stand Easy hideaway pub.

Thank you, again.

Sincerely,

David Bruhn
Following is a collage of my thirty-six books, which appears on my new legacy website: davidbruhn.com

I davidk?
Bruhn

EXPLORING ///570ORY, ONE STORY AT A TIME
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FUNERAL INTIMATION

DAVIS

Suddenly but peacefully, at Ninewells Hospital, Dundee, on the 7th April 2025,
DAVID WILLIAM DAVIS (DAVE), in his 84th year, Perth and formerly of
Knockscalbert Way, Campbeltown, dearly beloved husband of Isobel, much loved
dad of Glenn, father-in-law of Shona and adored grandad of Isla and Danny.

Daves’s Funeral will take place on Wednesday 16th April at 1.00 p.m. in the
Campbeltown Town Hall, and thereafter to Kilkerran Cemetery.

The cortege will leave the Town Hall at 1.30 p.m. Travelling down Main Street and
round the Cross on our way to Kilkerran Cemetery.

Anyone is welcome to attend the service in the Town Hall and Cemetery,
alternatively you may pay your last respects to Dave along our route.

Family flowers only please.
A retiral collection will be held in aid of the Scottish Charity Air Ambulance.

Richard Dean Troutman

With heavy hearts, we announce the death
of Richard Dean Troutman of Summerville,
South Carolina, born in Waynesville, North
Carolina, who passed away on May 16,
2025 at the age of 87.

He is survived by: his wife Cecelia D.
Troutman of Summerville, SC; his children,
Kimberly Newton of Easley, SC, Amy
Berlanda of Summerville, SC and Matt
Bogart of Summerville, SC.
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Hansford Cooper, MINSN,

31 Aug 1937 - 13 Apr 2025,

Mr. Hansford Cooper, age 87 of Maylene, AL,
formerly of Opp, AL, passed away at Safe Harbor
Veteran’s Hospital Birmingham on Sunday, April 13,
2025, surrounded by family members. He was
often described as having unconditional support, a
sweet nature, always teasing and a bold laughter by
those that loved him. He loved his extended family
and friends very deeply. To those that were new to
meet him, he was often described as sweet. He
hardly met a stranger. He will be deeply missed but
cherished memories remain.

Hansford is survived by his daughter, Milly (Jeff)
Stewart, Maylene, AL; step-sons, Kevin (Elizabeth)
Griffin and Joey (Lori) Griffin of Andalusia, AL, Chris
(Emi) Weeks of Sacramento, California; and beloved
granddaughters, Emily and Samantha.

;*\] Gl |

Patricia Madas Watts

11-21-1977 to 5-14-2025
Patricia Madas Watts, passed away peacefully at her home
in Jacksonville, Florida on May 14th, 2025, at the age of 47.
Patricia was born on November 21, 1977, in Los Alamitos,
California to her parents, Joe and Kathy Madas, and raised by
her Mother and Step-Father, Les Savage. Tricia is survived by
her Husband Josh, Son Caleb, Daughter Katie Ray, her sister
Heather Newitt and her cousins Anne Stewart and Rodica
Bajan.
Patricia grew up in California, where she graduated from
Temecula Valley High School. Her passion for animals started
as a little girl when she got her first horse. No matter where
she was, she always found herself around animals that
needed her care. Patricia Married Stephen Lundy in 1998.
They were blessed with two children, Caleb and Kathryn, who
brought immense joy and pride to Patricia's life. As a mother,
she was loving and always present for her children, guiding
them with wisdom and love.



https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/local/florida/jacksonville-area

Fair Winds and Following Seas Departed

Willie "Eddie" Edward
Atkins, Jr, MNCM
20 Jun 1937 - 30 Apr 2025

On April 30, 2025, Willie Edward “Eddie” Atkins, Jr. 87,
went to be with God. Eddie was born in Richmond,
Virginia.

He graduated from Hampton High School, Hampton,
Virginia, in 1956. In 1955, he became a Navy Reservist
as a Mineman (MOMAG), attaining the rank of E-9,
Master Chief, where he served for 42 years.

In June 1957, he met the love of his life, Barbara Leigh
Foster, at Buckroe Beach, Hampton, VA. Barbara lived
in Richmond, Virginia. They began writing daily letters
and were married on August 23, 1958 at Parkview
Baptist Chapel, Richmond, Virginia. They were
married for 66 years.

He is survived by his adored wife, Barbara Foster
Atkins; his loving daughter, Susan Atkins Orrell
(husband Vern), of Chesterfield, Virginia; his brother,
Ernest S. Atkins (wife Tami) of Hampton, Virginia; his
grandchildren, Christopher Mayne, Sarah Randall, and
Edward Austin Atkins (wife Tina); and great-
granddaughter, Abigail.

Ronald A Terry, MN1,
Mesa, AZ

DOB May 27 1954
DOD 29 Apr 2025

Ronald Arthur Terry, 70, of Mesa, AZ, affectionately
known as the "Rocket Scientist," left us on Tuesday,
April 29, 2025. Born on May 27, 1954, in Freeland,
Ron was a bright light in the lives of everyone who
knew him. He was the son of the late Arthur and
June Terry and grew up in Freeland, where he
attended Jessie Loomis School and later graduated
from Au Gres Sims High School.

In his younger years, Ron was all about sports,
spending countless hours at the family cottage, and
enjoying fishing and hunting. In 1974, he decided to
serve his country in the United States Navy,
dedicating 12 years to the U.S. Naval Mine Force.
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Ron Terry (cont)

During his time in the Navy, he was praised for his
brilliant mind, receiving a Navy Commendation Medal
in 1982 for his work in solving complex electrical and
mechanical engineering problems, showcasing his
knack for tackling challenges with an innovative spirit.

After leaving the Navy in 1986, Ron took on various
roles in maintenance, but his heart truly lay in
building homes and remodeling. His creative mind
and passion for tinkering were evident in everything
he did. In his spare time, you could find him taking
things apart, inventing gadgets, fishing, deer hunting,
scuba diving, traveling the world, or enjoying games

Douglas L. Myers MN3
DOB July 27, 1947
o DOD April 20, 2025

Hastings resident Douglas L. “Doug” Myers, 77,
passed away peacefully Sunday, April 20, 2025, at
his home. His cats Dipstick and Pachinko were
curled up with him, and Rhonda was at his
bedside.

Doug was born July 27, 1947, in Blue Earth, MN to
Alloys “Al” and Frances “Eve” (Everson) Myers. The
family moved to Hastings when Doug was five.
Doug graduated from Hastings Senior High School
in 1965. Doug enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1967 and
served a four year tour of duty. He attended “A”
School in Charleston, South Carolina for mine
warfare. He was honorably discharged in 1971 and
was later granted membership to the Association
of Minemen.

Upon his return to the States. He was a talented
watchmaker in the family business at Imperial
Jewelers in downtown Hastings for 40 years. Doug
married Karen Williams July 19, 1969, and the
couple welcomed two daughters.



Fair Winds and
Following Seas

Clifford Duke Hayes, MN1,
Oklahoma City, OK,
DOB: Jan 14 1949
DOD: 28 Apr 2025

c LN

Clifton Duke Hayes, Sr., a devoted public
servant and beloved life-long member of
the Oklahoma City community, passed
away on April 29th at the age of 76.
Known for his steadfast dedication to
helping others, Duke lived a life defined
by service, strength, and quiet generosity.
A proud Vietnam veteran, Duke served
honorably in the United States Navy,
embodying the discipline and
commitment that would define the rest
of his life.

Following his tour of duty, he continued
his service in the U.S. Navy Reserves until
his retirement in 1989.

After active duty, Duke joined the
Oklahoma City Fire Department, where
he bravely protected his community from
1972 until his retirement in 1991.

The Binnacle List

From Facebook

Dennis Mills just informed me
that Lloyd Spark has Cancer of
the stomach, liver and
esophagus with short ime
before he transfers to the Mine
Shop in the sky. Let's prayer for
him, his Facebook page is
https://www.facebook.com/

lloyd.sparks.940 #= #= «%=

Mineman Spotlight
3

William A. Bésh by William Bash

Completed boot camp in San Diego, CA Jan 50
and went to NSMW in Yorktown, VA. for
Mineman "A" School. Following is a list of duty
stations by geographical location. Calif.: NAS
North Island 6.-54 to 9-54 FASRON 110,
attended MK34/43 torpedo school at fleet sonar
base and MK90/101 school at NWTCP. From 5-
60 to 10-60 attached to MINERON 7/DMPF Long
Beach, CA: returned to NSMW for duty from 4-
57 to 5-58 also attended MN "B" during the
time. Japan: 10-50 to 1-51 OPPAMA FASRON
120, Iwakuni from 1- 51 to 9-52 attached to VP-
42/892, Atsugi four tours of duty from 9-52 to
11-52 FAW 4/6, 9-54 to 1-55 FASRON 120, 1-64
to 6-65 and 7-69 to 9-70. Yokosuka two tours 11
- 52 to 9-53 and 7-55 to 3-57 at NOF. USS Wasp
(CVA-18) 1-55 to 7-55, NAS Whidbey Island, WA
from 1-61 to 12-63. NJ: MOMAG Det Three Earle
from 12-73 to 12- 7 4, Philippines: 10-58 to 4-60
FAS RON 119 Sangley Point, 7-66 to 6-69, 10-70
to 10-73 Naval Magazine, 12-74 to 10-76 and 10
-77 to 10-80 MOMAG Unit Nine. SC: COMOMAG
from 10-76 to 12-77 while attached to
COMOMAG | deployed to MOMAG Det Six,
Souda Bay, Crete, andas a supply inspector it
gave me the opportunity to visit all the existing
units and sites.

| retired on 12-31-80 with 31 years active Naval
service. Entered Civil Service on Oct 82 and
worked for Commander Naval Special Warfare
Group One Coronado, CA. Married to Clarita
Villegas Bash from Cavite Pl. Have two
daughters and one son.



The US Navy
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Homewood Suites by Hilton Charleston Airport
5048 International Blvd., North Charleston, South Carolina, 29418, USA

Free Breakiast!

Special Minemen Reunion rate of $161.02 per night, taxes and fees are included.
Guests can call the hotel directly at 843-735-5000 and mention

"Association of Minemen" or the group code "904". Or, you can book using
this link: https://group.homewood-suites.com/y3d8na

If you wish to book days before or after, you must call Kristy Kinney directly

at 843-735-5011 to get the group rate.

A reminder that guests have until September 8 to book under the group rate.

Popular Amenities

Fitness and recreation Meeting rooms Free parking
Outdoor pool Guest services Free WiFi

Fitness center Airport shuttle Digital Key
Business and work EV charging Hilton Honors
Business center Conveniences Connecting Rooms

Free 12 person shuttle up to 5 mile radius from the hotel

Meet and Greet!
The hotel is providing a complimentary dinner buffet, beer and wine for
hotel guest from 5:30 to 7:00 pm on Wed Oct 8th. Non hotel guest
wishing to attend can pay $20 at the front desk.



2D

SPIRITLINE
CRUISES & EVENTS'

CHARLESTON'S PREMIER
CRUISE FLEET

Dinner Menu - $77.85 per person. (Taxes, & Fees are included)
SOUP Thursday - October 9, 2025 - 6:30 PM

CHARLESTON SHE CRAB SOUP NOTE:
The cutoff date to receive

SALAD the group rate is Sept. 25th

HARVEST GREENS SALAD
Mixed greens, Sun Dried Cranberries, Crumbled Feta Cheese,
Toasted Pumpkin Seeds, Honey Poppyseed Vinaigrette.

ENTREES - (You will be making your selection on board.)
BRAISED BEEF SHORT RIBS (GF, DF) with Cabernet Reduction
Served with Whipped Potatoes (GF), Selection of Seasonal Veggie (GF)

FRENCH CUT CHICKEN BREAST (GF)
with Lemon Pan Jus Spinach, Ricotta, Parmesan cheese filling
Served with Whipped Potatoes (GF), Selection of Seasonal Veggie (GF)

LOW COUNTRY SHRIMP & GRITS (GF)
Sautéed Shrimp, Tasso Ham and Andouille Sausage, Served on Creamy Stone Ground Grits
Topped with Aged Cheddar Cheese, Bacon Jam Garnish

PAN SEARED FILET OF SALMON (GF, DR, NF)
Cooked in Lemon & White Wine , Topped with Course Mustard Remoulade & Fresh Dill
Served with Whipped Potatoes (GF), Selection of Seasonal Veggie (GF)

VEGETARIAN’S OPTION

CHICKPEA MASALA (GF, DF, V) Chickpeas, Ruby Sauce, Warm Masala Spices, Basmati Rice
Beer, Wine and Dessert can be purchased on board
GF — Gluten Free DF — Dairy Free V — Vegetarian



ASSOCIATION OF MINEMEN S1st.
ANNUAL REUNION & MEETING
OCTOBER 8-11, 2025 CHARLESTON

REGISTRATION FORM

DATE NAME

FIRST LAST
CELL PHONE NUMBER EMAIL ADDRESS
AREA CODE

l
BANQUET DINNER - Friday, Oct. 10th $42.00 |

(Includes tax and gratuity)

CHOICE OF ENTREE
Apple Crusted Pork
Rotisserie Chicken
Salmon

SIDES
Cooked Broccoli, Baked Potato dish with Herbs and Onions,
Wild rice, Honey Glazed Carrots, Tossed Salad and Rolls

DESSERT
Strawberry Pound Cake and Apple Cobbler

BEVERAGES
Tea, Coffee and Lemonade

Note:
There will not be a cash bar, so you are welcome to bring your
favorite beer, wine or cocktail.




Auction Picnic Luncheon on Site — Saturday Oct. 11th.
Pizza and Variety of Sub Sandwiches, Chips and Cookies

—

I

I

I

I You are welcome to bring your own food, No Charge!
I =

I

I

51st AOM Reunion COST EA. QTy. AMOUNT
DINNER CRUISE $77.85
BANQUET DINNER ENTREE CHOICE
Apple Crusted Pork $42.00
Rotisserie Chicken $42.00
Salmon $42.00
Auction Picnic Luncheon
Pizza, Sub, Chips Cookies $15.00
BYO Food - No Charge $0.00
Membership
Reinstatement or New Member Fee $5.00
Annual Dues $15.00
Reunion Fee $20.00 1 $20.00
Scholarship Donation
TOTAL DUE TO AOM
MEMBERSHIP SECTION REUNION FEE
There is a $5.00 fee for new or 3 years past dues members. Member approved for
You can pay up to 5 years in advance. Incidental Reunion Cost
Please note: Attach this form with your check payable to the
Cutoff date for group rate on the Association of Minemen
Dinner Cruise is Sept. 25th. P. O. Box 2180
Cutoff date to register for the Temple City, CA 91780-8180
reunion is October 1st. Or if you prefer to submit and pay on line, go to;

https://form.jotform.com/90268038916160

You do not need to have a PayPal account to utilize this method.
5



Non-Profit Organization
Association of Minemen U. S. Postage

P.O. Box 2180 PAID
San Gabriel, CA.

NO. 270
ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Temple City, CA 91780

1974 - 2024

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME RANK/RATE/TITLE
ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP -
DATE EMAIL

TEL SIGNATURE

ELEGIBILITY APPROVED

Application Fee: $5.00 - Annual Dues: $15.00 - NOTICE: To maintain membership, dues must be paid
annually by the month of October. The dues expiration date is printed on the mailing label above your name.
Mail checks to the Association of Minemen, P.O. Box 2180, Temple City, CA 91780 Our on-line member
application link-_https://form.jotform.com/90215855401148. If you have any questions about your
membership, please send an email with your question to:_assocminemen@yahoo.com.
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