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As autumn fades into winter, the time comes 
again to send greetings to the membership of 
the Association of Minemen. There is much to 
tell you about concerning the workings of your 
AOM. 

Thanks are in order to Dick Schommer and his 
family, and others who did such a great job of 
putting our reunion over the top. We all had the 
opportunity to renew acquaintances and make 
new friends. There were many new faces in at-
tendance at all events, especially the picnic and 
auction. The feedback from our attendees has 
shown that the reunion was a great success.

Two new Board of Directors members were 
installed at this reunion. They are Gary Elliott, 
CWO3 Ret. of Sequim, WA, and Robert ‘Bob’ 
Reed, CWO 4 Ret. of Oil City, PA, also Derick 
Hartshorn has been appointed to the Associa-
tion Chaplaincy. Please make note of Derick’s 
e-mail address for the purpose of whom to noti-
fy if you learn of deaths or distress of any Mine-
men or families.  Also, Derick has submitted a 
proposal to become the Membership Chairman 
of the Association. His proposal was accepted 
and I have appointed him to this position. I think 
he will be a strong advocate for increasing our 
membership. 

As many of you know, Betty Wilson (Bob’s wife) 
was taken to the hospital and underwent sur-
gery on Sunday of the reunion. I am pleased to 
report that her condition is greatly improved and 
she is starting therapy. I’m sure we will keep her 
in our prayers as she recovers. Many thanks to 
Jani and Toby Horn for providing a home away 
from home for Bob while Betty was in hospital.  

A recent message from Warren Savage tells me 
that arrangements for lodging and events for 
Continued on page 3 left.

You are ALL welcome to attend the 35th Annual 
Association of Minemen (AOM) Reunion and be 
part of a most memorable event.  We are put-
ting together the final touches for our Reunion 
in San Diego, CA.  I want to thank everyone for 
their assistance especially the 2007 Associa-
tion of Minemen (AOM) Committee, our Presi-
dent, our Directors, as well as all the involved 
members and friends, for their assistance in our 
pulling together our Reunion.  We are looking 
forward to our 33rd annual Association of Mine-
men (AOM) being held from 16 October to 18 
October 2009 in San Diego, California at the 
Handlery Hotel and Resort.  This hotel location 
was selected by the AOM Reunion Committee 
Team to house our reunion as well as most of 
our annual meetings, functions and activities.  
Our 1996, 2003 and 2007 AOM reunions were 
also held at this same location and received 
"WELL DONE" from all those in attendance.
 
The Handlery Hotel and Resort is located at 
950 Hotel Circle North in San Diego only min-
utes from the San Diego International Airport 
(Lindbergh Field) in the heart of Mission Valley 
at Hotel Circle.  The 33rd Association of Mine-
men Reunion is being planned and operated 
by a nucleus TEAM consisting of GARY CLE-
LAND, W. C. HOLLOWAY, JERRY CHIPMAN, 
JIM MILLER and WARREN SAVAGE as well 
as other southern California  AOM members 
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the 35th Minemen Reunion are well underway. 
Please refer to the Minemen website and the 
DASHPOT for more on this. Also take note of 
our Scholarship Chairman’s report on the re-
sults of the recent auction. 

The Hart house sends to each of you a very 
Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous 
New Year.

Bob

President continued.

3:00 PM and checkout time is 12:00 NOON.
Hotel Parking is $6.00 per night with compli-
mentary in and out privileges.

Reunion continued.

The members of the AOM wish to extend our 
deepest gratitude to MOMAU 11 for providing 
their fantastic color guard and two representa-
tives for the business meeting.

The color guard members were MN1 Stone, 
MN2 Strech, MN2 Hanson and MNSN Ruble. 
MNC John Reese, and MN3 Kirkland attended 
the business meeting. 

Your service and support are greatly appreciat-
ed and each color guard and meeting attendee 
will receive a one year complimentary subscrip-
tion to “The Dashpot”.

  ScHOLaRSHIP
                ScOOP                                          

                                 by Swede Carlsen
 
The season of giving is fast upon us.  I can't 
think of a gift that would give you such a good 
feeling than a donation to the Scholarship Fund.
 
Donations from the membership and monies 
raised at the AOM picnic auction came to a tidy 
sum of $4,689.18.  Members were very gener-
ous in their bids for the auctioned items.
 
The gift of giving will also give you a little relief 
from 'Uncle Sam's long arm called the IRS.
 
Let's help all the applicants for the 2009 AOM 
scholarships with a donation at Christmas.
 
Stand Tall America

and associates.  We eagerly look forward to 
this event as one to be truly remembered and 
surpassing our 33rd AOM reunion held at this 
same San Diego site.
 
The team is in the process of putting together 
activities which include our annual EARLY 
BIRD, BANQUET, PICNIC and AUCTION as 
well as other endeavors and annual meetings.  
We are looking forward to making this truly a 
FAMILY oriented function and enhance net-
working and camaraderie. We are looking at a 
USS MIDWAY and a LOCAL CASINO activity.
 
The Early Bird reception will be held on Friday, 
16 October starting at 1600 poolside in the 
POOL SIDE Hospitality Room with refresh-
ments available.  This will be a great oppor-
tunity to greet, meet and mix.  There will be 
maps and handouts available as well as photos 
from the past. The Hospitality Room hours will 
be from 7:00AM to Midnight 15 October to 18 
October.
 
The Board of Directors meeting will be held 
tentatively Saturday morning 17 October at the 
Handlery. Our General Membership meeting 
is scheduled be held on Saturday, 17 October 
starting at 1400 hrs at the Handlery. Our Ban-
quet will be held on Saturday, 17 October start-
ing at 1800 hrs at the Handlery.
 
Our Annual AOM Picnic and Auction is planned 
to be held Sunday, 18 October 2007 starting at 
1130 hrs at the Admiral Baker Park MWR.

We will be using our DASHPOT and the AOM 
WEBSITE to keep everyone up to date on what 
is happening.  We are looking forward to having 
a GREAT & MEANINGFUL REUNION.
 
To make arrangements with the HANDLERY 
HOTEL & RESORT at 950 Hotel Circle North, 
San Diego, CA 92108, phone 1-800-676-6567 
or 1-619-298-0511 weekdays between the 
hours of 7AM-7PM PST or book on line at www.
handlery.com.  Room rates are $99.00 plus 
12.5% tax, single or double; $109.00 triple and 
$119.00 PROMO CODE “Minemen”, Cut off 
date is 18 September 2009. Check-in time is u 

NOTIcE OF BY-LAW 
cHANGE VOTE

We need to vote again on the motion 
to add “Shore duty and Sea duty” to 
the Mineman of the Year awards.  This 
is the second notice of intent required 
by the by-laws.  The vote will be tal-
lyed on 28 February 2009.  Get your 
vote to Curtis Christian by mail or e-
mail to arrive before that date. 

THANK YOU MOMAU 11



ASSOCIATION OF MINEMEN

         Some entries are taken from the Board Of Directors meeting.

The president called the meeting to order at 1314.

Minutes of the meeting held in San Diego were read and accepted.

The treasurer’s report was given and accepted.

Ron Swart reported on the selection of Minemen of the year and as a mix-up in the selection 
we would not present the awards this year.

It was brought to the attention of the members that we needed to vote again on the motion to 
add “Shore duty and Sea duty” to the Mineman of the year awards.  This, due to a change in 
the By-Laws.  Bill Fortner will publish this in the DASHPOT and asked for a vote from the 
members. 

Bill Fortner thanked the association for the new program to help with the publication of the 
DASHPOT.

Robert Wilson reported the he would make more of the advertisement brochures,

Warren Salvage brought up a discussion on recruiting active duty members.  Our active duty 
representative informed us that advertisement was not reaching all the active duty Minemen.

Swede Carlsen reported on the scholarship awards.  The AOM gave 12 awards this year.
Swede asked that the membership remember to donate to the fund for the 2009 year.

 Dick Schommer gave the audit report on the AOM books. Auditors found the A.O.M. books 
in good order.

A motion was made to have the AOM pay $25.00 per month for the web-page.  Motion 
passed.

Ron Swart reported on the mine museums.

Toby Horn reported that he would talk to the new president of the Yorktown in a few months 
concerning our mines aboard the ship. 

Minutes of the meeting held on 10 Oct. 2008 in Charleston SC.



A motion was made to elect Walter D. Leventhal, MD, as and honorary AOM member.  
Motion passed.

Phil Dechene inquired about a list of our honorary members.  The Secretary will send the 
information to Warren Savage who will compile the list.

The nominating committee recommended Bob Reed and Gary Elliott to serve on the Board 
Of Directors for the term of 2009-2011 .  There being no nominations from the floor, the 
above were elected.

The Treasurer requested that someone learn the bookkeeping system.  This would help 
should the Treasurer be incapacitated.  Mr. Doug Delong volunteered to set up a PowerPoint 
program to help with a turnover, when needed. 

President Hart who also serves as our Chaplin, asked the members to inform him of the 
passing of any Minemen with date and place of death, if known.

Toby Horn suggested that the Storekeeper bring only one of each item along with order slips 
to the reunions. This would eliminate the Storekeeper having to carry or ship large amounts 
of  A.O.M clothing and related material.  The suggestion was accepted.

Bill Johnson asked if members would consider downloading the DASHPOT from the web 
site vice mailing them.  After a discussion it was decided to table this until the 2009 meeting. 

 It was voted by the membership to have the 2009 reunion in San Diego, CA and the 2010 
reunion in Yorktown, VA. 

No further business was brought forward. The meeting was adjourned at 1535

Respectfully Submitted

Curtis Christian

CLOcK cOcKER’S aWaRD
Apply for induction into the august Consolidated Order of Clock Cockers.  Contact Dick Schommer 
by e-mail at rschommer@bellsouth.net or by snail mail at 827 N. Aylesbury Dr., Goose Creek, SC, 
29445-5707.  I believe the requirement is 25 years continuous military or civilian duty in the Mine 
Force. 

If you live to be one hundred you’ve got it made. 
Very few people die past that age.

- George Burns (1896 - 1996)



Below are recently changed or added e-mails on the AOM WEB Site.  There have been several 
inquiries about e-mail addresses on the AOM WEB Site that are bouncing.  If you are listed on the 
site please check to see if your address is correct.  If changes are required or you wish to be listed 
on the site e-mail me the information at pdechene@triad.rr.com.   

E-mail – Active Duty
11/24/08 - Jarrod K. Simpson MN1 (SW); jarrod,simpson@navy.mil
11/24/08 - Jaretta Bell MN2; antiterroragent@yahoo.com
09/27/08 - Major Meliza Harris; gharris99@cox.net

E-mail – Reservist
E-mail – Retired
11/25/08 - Richard Schommer MNCM; rschommer@bellsouth.net
11/10/08 - CWO4 Gary Elliott; gngelliott@yahoo.com
10/22/08 - Ken Waringa MNCS; Panama City, FL; kcwaringa@yahoo.com
10/22/08 - LT Richard (Dick) Martin; Crossville, TN; rm03@frontiernet.net
10/22/08 - George Clark MN2; anacorita@hotmail.com
10/22/08 - Rick Williams MNC (SS); mncwilliams@conus.army.mil
08/06/08 - Jack Allen Powell MN2; 33jpowell@cox.net
08/04/08 - Robert Campbell  MN2; popbob@charter.net
07/16/08 - Ron Glasen MN3; kegmine@hotmail.com
06/11/08 - Rich Joyce MN2; warden432@verizon.net
06/09/08 - John Merrell; Johnnetscape.net
10/22/08 - CDR George Kovch USNR; kotyk02@yahoo.com; gkovch@csc.com
09/16/08 - Craig  Weber MNCS; c_weber@hotmail.com

E-mail – Ex-Minemen
11/24/08 - John Hughes   MN3; Navy3923-Box6@msn.com
11/19/08 - Andrew Nudelman MN3; AndrewScott87@aol.com
11/17/08 - Roger Hanich MNSN; r.hanich@mchsi.com
09/10/08 - William (Bill) Cooper MN2; COOWE53@yahoo.com
08/22/08 - Misty S. Rains MN3; eternalblue83@yahoo.com
08/22/08 - Chris G. Harris MN3; kitgharris@yahoo.com
08/22/08 - Daniel J. Szarek MN3; danny.szarek@Merrell@Merrells.info

     FROM THE                     
WEBMASTER

AOM WEB SITE TEMPORARY TRANSFER
Roadrunner has dictated a move to a new server. They required that the move be accomplished 
before 12/03/08; otherwise, the WEB Site would disappear. If you have anyone in your e-mail ad-
dress book that you know uses the WEB Site would you please forward this notification to them.  
 
This will be a temporary move and is NOT the action item given me by the BOD at the reunion in 
Charleston, SC. That action includes acquiring a simplified domain name, which will be completed 
at the beginning of next year. 

The temporary address is: http://www.home.roadrunner.com/~aom/.
Please record this in your WEB favorites.
 
For a short period of time anyone who uses the old WEB address will bring up a transfer page 
with a link to the new roadrunner address.

After we have been at the new roadrunner site for a length of time that provides those who 
infrequently visit the site some time to be aware that there has been a mandatory, but temporary, 
move I will include a transfer page at that site that will link to a new permanent location with a 
simplified domain name. Notify me at pdechene@triad.rr.com if there are any problems.  

Phil DeChene, AOM WEB Master 



Derick S. Hartshorn

My web page has a guest book and I recently 
received the following: I am preparing to join 
the Navy as a Mineman and am scheduled 
to depart for boot camp during the first week 
of January 2009.  Since my decision to join, I 
have been honored to meet many current and 
past mineman.  The level of honor and pride I 
feel being a part of something so rich in history 
and pride is beyond words.  I will keep these 
pictures on this website in my mind through 
boot camp and I hope I can make you Minemen 
proud.  Thank you for all you have done and 
thank you for having this website.  It is encour-
aging and motivating beyond words could ever 
express. This came from a young man, Vic-
tor Martin (vicmartin76@hotmail.com) of San 
Diego. It might be an inspirational entry for the 
Dashpot. 
(My guest book page is http://www.freeguest-
books.org/guestbooks/view/1267) 

Derick S. Hartshorn 

As a follow-up to the above, I received a reply 
that might be appropriate as an addendum: 

Dear "Speedy", 

Thank you so much for your encouraging words 
and support.  I am still on schedule to leave 
for Boot Camp in Great Lakes in January but 
wanted to share a funny story about when I 
attended MEPS here in San Diego.  While sit-
ting with a Senior Chief going over all my entry 
paperwork, I was approached by the Classifier 
who asked if I had an opportunity to review the 
rates available and if I had made a decision as 
to what I wanted to do in the Navy.  I explained 
that I wanted to be a Mineman.  He chuckled 
and said that he hadn't seen that rate available 
in almost a year and seemed to brush off my 
interest in the Mineman rate.  He then asked, 
"Well, what is your second choice?"  I respond-
ed, "Mineman".  He smiled and said, "Well, am 
I to assume that is your third choice as well?"  I 
said yes. 

After working with the Senior Chief, I was in-
structed to go back to the Classifiers cubical to 
figure out my rate.  He said that I should really 
consider a another rate because the Mineman 
rate is one of the smallest rates in the Navy and 
that availability into that rate is extremely lim-
ited.  As we talked he was hard at work entering 
all types of information into the computer.  Then 
he sat back in his chair and said, "Okay, lets 
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see what we've got."  The screen popped up on 
his computer listing all of the rates they were 
trying to fill.  The list was long but believe it or 
not, Mineman was the FIRST LISTING with 
only one spot available.  The Classifier looked 
at me and said, "I just got chills." 

So, now I am officially a Mineman Recruit and 
couldn't be more proud.  I just wanted to share 
this story with you. Since I have signed, I have 
had the pleasure of meeting many other re-
cruits, sailors and chiefs and when they ask me 
my rate, I now get to say, Mineman.  Most say, 
"oh...wow...okay." and some say, "really...like 
mines?" Nonetheless, their responses are very 
humorous. 

Well, I hope this email finds you in good spirits 
and health. 

Sincerely, DEP Recruit Martin (MN)

16 Oct. 2008

Bill
I really enjoyed the last issue of the Dashpot, 
especially Ed Oyer and Don Jones articles on 
NAD Hawthorne, Nev. during the 1950’s.

Ed arrived in Hawthorne the easy way. I came 
by train in Feb 1953. I switched trains in 
Fernley, Nev. around midnight and arrived in 
Thorne, Nev., at 6 am in a caboose with potbel-
lied stoves at both ends. Had to call the Ma-
rines to get a ride to the Navy barracks.  Haw-
thorne was my first and last tour of shore duty 
which included Operation Castle in 1954. I do 
recall the Chief committing suicide; however, 
I thought he was a Torpedoman.  I also recall 
soldering booster with steam irons.  In fact I 
was in charge of that operation for a time.

Regarding Don Jones article on Zo Chuhay’s 
comments about Birddog’s last name.  From 
what I can recall is Birddog was a nick name 
for Chief Warrant Officer Burton Hylo who re-
tired in 1954 and returned to Missoula, Mon-
tana.  He also served aboard the USS Shan-
non prior to my arrival on board.

It is nice to hear from some of the older mine-
men, those few of us who are still on board.

Sincerely,
Carroll E. Delaney

Hey Shipmate
Sorry we couldn't make it to the reunion this 
year (first one I've missed on the East Coast 
since returning to the States in '88), but Hideko 
is a handful and Margie and family had already 
been down before the grand kids went back 
to school. If she could have taken time off we 
probably would have been there. The reunion is 



one thing I really look forward too as I get older 
(60 this month), boy who would have thought I 
would have been saying that.

Hideko is doing ok, no better no worse, but 
since the second stroke in November 2004 she 
isn't as mobile as she was at the reunion in 
October 2004. In fact I think other than her non 
use of her right side she is in better health than 
I am, at least she sees the Doctors more often 
than I do.

Enclosed are my membership renewal and a 
small donation to the AOM Funds. Hopefully we 
will see you all at next reunion.

Leo Smith MNCM Retired

August 20, 2008

Association of Minemen 
P.O. Box 69
Eutawville, SC 29048-0069

Dear Committee,

I wish to thank the Association Of Minemen 
Committee for the check in the amount of $750. 
I am enrolled as a freshman at The College of 
San Mateo. Currently I am majoring in busi-
ness. I also am playing for their baseball team. 
I am an infielder/pitcher and I am hoping that in 
two years I will have the opportunity to play at a 
D-I school.

Out of State tuition and living costs are expen-
sive and I greatly appreciate your help. Thank 
you again for your support and generosity.

Sincerely, Glenn Wallace

L. J. McNamee 
2167 NE Loop 410, 
D-21 San Antonio, TX 78217
September 17, 2008

The Association of Mineman W. Wilson
PO Box 69
Eutawville, SC 29043-0069 

Mr. Wilson,
I am a navy veteran who collects US Navy rate 
training manuals. I saw your message in MIL-
LITARY and thought you might be able to assist 
me. I want to acquire copies of the Mineman 3 
&2 and the Mineman 1 & C manuals/courses 
for my collection. No one is offering them for 
sale on the used book market at this time. I saw 
a MN 1&C book offered on EBay a few years 
ago, but I was outbid on it.

Back in the early 1980s I actually completed 
both Mineman courses (I was in a rating which 
was being phased out), but the books were lost 
in a move. I am willing to pay something for the 

books and will cover postage for them as well. If 
a member of the association is willing to donate 
one or both copies of the NAVPERS manuals, 
I would be willing to send a money order as a 
modest donation to the Association of Mine-
man.

Please let me know if you can help make it 
possible to add these books to my collection. 
Thank you.

Sincerely, Lawrence J. McNamee

ADvERTISINg May bE 
DEScRIbED aS THE 

ScIENcE OF aRRESTINg 
THE HuMaN INTELLIgENcE 

LONg ENOugH TO gET 
MONEy FROM IT.  



Doris Carvell

Doris Lee Carvel, 80, wife of Leonard Carvell, 
entered into eternal rest on Tuesday, November 
4, 2008, at her residence.

Born June 16, 1928, in Ashland, KY, to the late 
Jepthy Reffit and Della Riley Reffit.

Mrs. Carvell was a homemaker.  She was a US 
Marine Veteran.

Survivors include her husband Leonard Carvell 
of Goose Creek, SC; three daughters, Michelle 
McCall of Moncks Corner, SC, Robin Lea 
Lunsford of Jedburg, SC, Joyce Ann Hogue of 
Jacksonville, FL; one son, Michael Carvell of 
Goose Creek; six grandchildren and 
eight great-grandchildren.

The funeral service and interment was 
held Thursday, November 5, 2008.

TAPS
LCDR Harold Eugene Elston

Memorial services for Harold Eugene Elston, 
LCDR, USN (Ret), 76, of Guthrie, OK were held 
at 1:00 PM, Friday, November 21, 2008 at First 
United Presbyterian Church with Reverend 
Karen Rogers officiating. At the family's request, 
there was a private family burial. 

Harold was born on August 27, 1932 in King-
fisher, OK to Lee and Jewel (LaRue) Elston. He 
died Wednesday, November 19, 2008 in Okla-
homa City, OK.

A card of condolence has been sent to Faye 
Elston & family by AOM

Derick S. Hartshorn
Chaplain-AOM

Fair winds and following seas, shipmate.

MNCM John W. Hermsen, USN (Ret)

John W. Hermsen, 77, of Walterboro, a retired 
Navy Master Chief, retired farmer and wid-
ower of Nellie L. Hiott Hermsen, died Saturday, 
November 24, 2007. Arrangements were by 
Herndon and Sons Funeral Home. (Source-Aug 
2008 FRA Today)

Max Chilcott
          

Max Chilcott, 84 passed away on Thursday, Oc-
tober 23, 2008. He was born August 24, 1924, 
the youngest child of Harvey and Addie Chilcott. 
He was born in Toronto KS. 

He served in the US Navy during W.W.II and 
the Korean War. On his discharge in 1952, he 
came to Hawthorne and worked in the ordi-
nance depot until his retirement from what was 
NAD in 1973. He served one term as County 
Commissioner of Mineral County during which 
time he was instrumental in assisting to estab-
lish the health clinics in several rural counties 
of Nevada. He served on the Board of Directors 
for Mt. Grant General Hospital for 16 years. 

He was preceded in death by his parents in To-
ronto; brother, Kenneth in Sweet Idaho; sister, 
Hazel Woods in Yates Center, KS: brother, En-
lowe in Emmett ID; sister, Helen Willhite in To-
ronto, KS; brother, John William in Toronto, KS 
and brother, Dale in Toronto KS. He is survived 
by his wife, Amanda Ceccarelli- Chilcott of Haw-
thorne NV; daughter, Marti Jane Christopher-
son of Seattle, WA; son, Steve of Bayview, ID; 
4 stepchildren, Charles and Carl Ceccarelli of 
Carson City, Janice Micou of Sparks and Jay 
Parker of Hawthorne; ten grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren. 

There will be no memorial services held out of 
respect for Max’s last wishes. Anyone wishing 
to honor Max may contribute to the American 
Lung Association in his name. They may be 
sent to 10615 Double R Blvd., Reno, NV 89521.

MN1 William G Williams

The October FRA Magazine lists William G Wil-
liams MN1 branch 099 in the Taps section. 



Our shipmates and their military history are dying at an alarming rate, I believe that it is time and 
appropriate that we should make an effort to reidentify all of our Minemen that have gone in harms 
way and that have been recognized by the U.S. Navy, with applicable awards for doing so. I have 
done some research into the matter and would you believe there is no repository or Naval records 
available concerning most awards received and/or issued. Before its too late we must gather or 
attempt to gather as many names of those minemen who received combat related awards and 
preserve and present the data in such a manner that it will reflect the great contributions that the 
minemen have made to the Navy, Minewarfare and the Country and further establishing a legacy 
for the Minemen of the future.

The following information is requested from those that have been there, having served under com-
bat conditions and that are reflected by the receipt of one or more of the following awards:

1.   Medal of Honor
2.   Navy Cross
3.   Silver Star
4.   Legion of Merit (combat)
5.   Navy and Marine Corps Medal (Combat)
6.   Bronze Star (combat)
7.   Purple Heart
8.   Combat Action Ribbon
9.   Presidential Unit Citation
10. Navy Unit Commendation
11. Navy Meritorious Unit Commendation (combat)
 
It is further requested that if you are aware of any Mineman who has received at least one of these 
awards and they are not aware of this request or are no longer with us please forward their name 
(s) along with what data is available. We would like to get this project underway ASAP so your im-
mediate response would be greatly appreciated.
 
Please use the following format for reporting: Name of recipient, rate/rank, award, date, location.
 
Forward your input to William A. Roberts, 4441 Eagle Creek Ct., Elkton, FL 32033, Roberts237@
Bellsouth.net or (904)825-1594. 
 
As a long range project this information could be presented by the AOM, in plaque form to the new 
Minewarfare School, San Diego.

PAGE OF HONOR

2008 REUNION WRAp Up
 
The past reunion went over quite well, according to the folks that attended the three days of  story 
telling, and sea stories, and of course the meetings, banquets, and picnic. Please notice that I 
didn't accuse anyone of out and out lying. 

It was great that we had members that came to their first reunion; they swear it won't be their last. 
The numbers of members and guests really surprised me. I had a fear that this reunion could 
possibly go down in history as one of the least attended, but it was in Charleston, I should have 
known better. Enough said. 
 
I had some outstanding help, and some advice to pull this one off.  (Advice was never again will 
You Host another reunion.) This was from guess who. The persons that I want to thank for all 
of the help would be Roger and Libby Adams, from shopping to picking up equipment, cooking, 
helping on the chowline, and clean up. S R Stevens for supplying the chicken, deviled eggs, and 
the brisket, and the cooking of all that he supplied. Toby Horn our master of ceremonies, and our 
auctioneer on Sunday. Last but not least my family members Sue, Sam and Justin for all of the 
help from start to finish. Without the help of these persons this reunion would not have happened.  
Thanks for all of the positive comments. If you have any bad comments talk with our new Chap-
lain, I don't want to hear them.   :-) 

Dick Schommer


