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Greetings from sunny (cold) San Diego, Califor-
nia.  On February 26, we recently experienced 
San Diego’s lowest high temperature on record 
(100 year record) a high of 50 degrees at the air-
port downtown.  BRRR!  I have to find a warmer 
place to live, come on spring!  

During this last quarter there has been one major 
change in our Association management, specifi-
cally, the successful turnover of Secretary/Trea-
surer duties from Curtis Christian to our new Sec-
retary/Treasurer Mike Femrite.  All of the required 
legal and financial transfers from South Carolina 
to Florida have been completed.  Mike, many 
thanks for stepping up to assist our association in 
this important position.  Curtis, accept our grati-
tude for your years of dedicated service.

Reunion plans are firmed up and just about set 
in stone for the 2011 event here in San Diego.  
Many thanks to our reunion chairman Warren 
Savage for his tireless efforts again this year.  
Schedule your airline flights early, the price of air-
line tickets are on the increase.  Remember, the 
Holiday Inn provides free transportation to and 
from the San Diego airport.

All of our members are reminded to “talk up” the 
AOM’s scholarship efforts and remind prospec-
tive applicants of the July 1st application dead 
line.  Details and application forms can be found 
on the AOM web site.

I wish everyone an early and warm spring.  

May God bless our Soldiers, Sailors and Marines.

Gary. 

All are welcome to attend the 37th Annual As-
sociation of Minemen Reunion at the Holiday Inn 
San Diego Bayside and be part of a most memo-
rable event.  We are putting together the final 
touches for our reunion in San Diego, CA.  I want 
to thank everyone for their assistance especially 
the 2011 Association of Minemen Reunion Com-
mittee, our President, our Directors as well as all 
the involved members and friends, for their assis-
tance in our pulling together our reunion.  We are 
looking forward to our 37th annual reunion being 
held from 14 – 16 October 2011 in San Diego, 
California, at the Holiday Inn San Diego Bayside.  
This hotel location was selected by the AOM 
Reunion Committee Team to house our reunion 
as well as most of our annual meetings, functions 
and activities.  Our 1996, 2003, 2007 and 2009  
AOM reunions were also held in San Diego and 
received “Well Done” from those in attendance.
 
The Holiday Inn San Diego Bayside is located at 
4875 North Harbor Drive, intersecting Nimitz, in 
San Diego, CA, only one mile from the San Diego 
International Airport (Lindbergh Field) across from 
San Diego Bay.  The 37th Association of Mine-
men Reunion is being planned and presented by 
our nucleus team consisting of President Gary 
Cleland, W. C. Holloway, Jerry Chipman, Jim Mill-
er and Warren Savage as well as other southern 
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California  AOM members, Navy Mine Force and 
associates.  We eagerly look forward to this event 
as one to be truly remembered and surpassing 
our 35th AOM reunion also held in San Diego.
 
The team is in the process of putting together 
activities that include our annual Early Bird, 
banquet, picnic and auction as well as other 
endeavors and annual meetings.  We are look-
ing forward to making this truly a family oriented 
function that enhances networking and cama-
raderie.  We are looking at USS Midway, Naval 
Station, San Diego Zoo, Sea World, casino sites 
and other activities.
 
The Early Bird receptions will be held on Thurs-
day, 13 October at 1200 in Harborview Room 
and Friday 14 October starting at 1000 on the 
Poolside Deck in the Pool Side Hospitality Room 
with refreshments available.  This will be a great 
opportunity to greet, meet and mix.  There will be 
maps and handouts available as well as photos 
from the past. The hospitality room hours will be 
from 1000 to 2200, 13 October to 17 October 
2011.
 
The Board of Directors meeting is tentatively 
scheduled for Saturday morning at 1000 on 15 
October, followed by the General Membership 
meeting at 1400 at the Holiday Inn.  Our banquet 
will be held that evening starting at 1800 at the 
Holiday Inn as well.
 
Our annual picnic and auction is planned for 
Sunday, 16 October 2011, starting at 1130 at 
the Navy Mine Warfare Training Center on base 
across the street from the Holiday Inn.
 
We will be using our Dashpot and the AOM Web-
site to keep everyone up to date on what is hap-
pening.  We are looking forward to having a great 
and meaningful reunion.

To make reservations with the Holiday Inn San 
Diego Bayside at 4875 North Harbor Drive in San 
Diego, CA 92106, call 1-619-224-3621 or the Hol-
iday Inn National number at 1-800-662-8899.  A 
FAX is available 619-224-1787.  A special group 
rate is available 13 - 18 Oct 2011; Room rates 
are $109.00 plus 12.5% tax, single or double; ask 
for “Association of Minemen” special rates.  The 
cutoff date is 27 September 2011.  

Check-in time is 1600 and checkout time is 1200. 
Hotel parking is free.  For your convenience, as 
well as a Holiday Inn Restaurant on site, there is 
also a Navy Exchange outlet located across the 
street and ten restaurants in close walking dis-
tance.

Complementary services provided:

- Parking
- Twenty-four hour airport / Amtrak shuttle ser-
vice.  Call the hotel directly for service.
- Shuttle to local shopping, Balboa Park and the 
San Diego Zoo.
- Hospitality Suite with coolers, ice, portable bar 
and display tables. 
- One hour welcome reception with beer, wine, 
water, soft drinks and cold hors d’oeuvres.
- Use of TV/DVD/VCR for viewing past events.
- Kids 19 and under stay free; kids 12 and under 
eat free at hotel restaurant with a dining adult.
- Senior discounts offered at the hotel restaurant 
featuring affordable, home style cooking.

A complimentary airport shuttle service is avail-
able 24 hours a day and can be arranged by 
calling the hotel after you have retrieved your lug-
gage.  Please call the hotel directly at 619-224-
3621 to notify them of your arrival and location.

From The
     Secretary
          Treasurer
As most of you know as of January 2011, I relieved 
Curtis Christian as your Secretary/Treasurer.  Curtis 
did a great job of getting the Books in order, and all 
monies accounted for.  His records were flawless, 
and very easy to understand.  He brought the AOM 
into the 21st century with his accounting skills.  The 
transition has been smooth and so far without too 
many phone calls.  I only hope I can do the job as 
well as Curtis did.  If you have any questions about 
anything, please feel free to contact me by phone 
or email.

Mike Femrite

FROM THE  
RETIRED DESK OF 

YOUR 
EX-SECRETARY 

Last year was not the best for me.  The DRs gave 
me a gloom report.  This year they gave me a 
“Cancer Free” report.

Thanks to all of you for the prayers, the phone 
calls and the words of support.  I’m now back to 
my goal of putting the catfish on the endangered 
species list.  If you can help, come on down to 
SC.  Thanks Mates,

Curtis
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   the
         MAil 
                BAg

Sir,
My name is Vanessa Shaw I am currently de-
ployed on the USS Carl Vinson, I saw my Grand-
fathers name on your email list MNC Ralph A 
Shaw Jr. he was my life and raised me and is the 
reason I am in the navy today he passed away 
a few years ago and I am trying to get in contact 
with some people who might have known him. I 
am not sure if you can help me but I do appreci-
ate any help that you can give.

LSSN Shaw
VFA-113
USS Carl Vinson

Vanessa,

It continues to be a small world.  I served with 
your grandfather in Yokosuka Japan in 1959. 
We were stationed at Yokosuka, Japan for three 
months until he was transferred and I was dis-
charged.  After I joined AOM and purchased the 
Mineman Yearbook, I saw Ralph for the first time 
in 50 years. He supplied two photos of himself for 
the yearbook and a navy biography that reads as 
follows: 

Born in Lincoln, NE on 14 Dec. 1934. Attended 
and graduated from Lincoln Central High. En-
listed USN 14 Dec. 1953, stationed NRTC San 
Diego,-March 1954; Mine Warfare Class "A" 
School, Yorktown, VA, July 1954; USS Oriskany 
(CVA-34), December 1954; NOF Yokosuka, 
Japan, January 1957; NAS Whidbey Island, WA, 
May 1957; NOF Yokosuka, Japan, June 1959; 
NAS Quonset Point, RI, September 1959; Pru-
dence Island, Melville, RI, October 1961; Mine 
Warfare "B" School, Charleston, SC, March 1962; 
Nav. Mag. Subic Bay, January 1964; NAS Atsugi, 
Japan, May 1965; Indian Island, Bangor, WA, 
May 1968; MOMAG Charleston, SC (with deploy-
ments to Glen Douglas, Iceland, Yorktown, Key 
West, Sigonella), July 1971; Indian Island, Key-
port, WA (with deployment to Nav Mag Subic Bay 
till Vietnam conflict ceased). Transferred to Fleet 
Reserve 22 Sept. 1975 while at Indian Island. 
August 1976 entered Civil Service at Nav. Torp. 
Sta., Keyport, WA to work with Mine Div. at Indian 
Island, Hadlock, WA, where I am at present. 
Wife Barb and I reside at Port Hadlock, WA, 
children Shawn, Patricia, Joe live in area and Jon 
"Chip" is in U.S. Army at Saudi Arabia while Char-
lie is in the U.S. Coast Guard. 

AOM scholarship applications can be obtained 
from our new business address at the Association 
of Minemen, PO Box 510519, Punta Gorda, FL 
33951.  They also can be downloaded from the 
AOM site at http://minemen.org.  If all else fails 
you can request forms by 'snail mail' from W.L. 
Carlsen, 1925 Pilgrim Ave., Bronx, NY 10461.

 Some of our scholarship awardees are graduat-
ing this year so there will be more opportunities 
for new candidates.  I'm sure the membership 
knows of worthy students that should make ap-
plications for an assistance scholarship.

We have enough money in the general scholar-
ship fund to award over twenty (20) scholarships 
in 2011.  Make sure that all possible applicants 
are aware of new address and that the form 
should be submitted by May.

Stand Tall America

sChOlARshiP                                                                                
sCOOP                    

by Swede Carlsen
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Lauffenburger Farewell

Fair Winds and Thank You to LCDR David A. 
Lauffenburger, USN (Ret)

Dave, before you cross the brow for the last time, 
I just wanted to take a minute to thank you on 
behalf of all us old Minemen, engineers, scien-
tists, and logisticians here in Panama City for 
your exemplary service to our Navy and our Na-
tion.  You had a super career that took you to sea 
in MCM, AOE, CVN class ships.  You became 
the first SWO qualified Mineman LDO on a Mine 
Hunter that I knew of, as Minemen everywhere 
transitioned to a sea-shore rotation.  You served 
honorably in mine shops (from seaman to CO) 
and staffs finally topping your career as the Com-
mander of Mobile Mine Assembly Group.  Your 
unwavering commitment to excellence has kept 
our mine maintenance and assembly capability 
on a steady course through the transition pe-
riod to Naval Munitions Command.  We're better 
because you served and I'll personally miss your 

I remember your grandfather as one who was 
well-liked by everyone. We went on liberty to-
gether a couple times. He was one that usually 
headed back to base early in the evening to study 
for advancement to Mineman 2nd class. He was 
the kind of guy one never forgets. When I saw 
his picture in the Mineman yearbook, I wanted to 
renew contact with him and tried to find his email 
address. I was devastated to learn that he died 
only three months after I joined AOM. One of the 
pictures I have of him was taken on liberty: http://
www.hartshorn.us/Navy/navy-06.htm

I'm attaching photos of your grandfather.  The 
earliest photo was probably taken in Yokosuka in 
1959.  The second one was likely taken after he 
retired in 1976, working in Hadlock. I can't say 
much more about your grandfather.  He was a 
great guy and I know that those who served with 
him miss him greatly.

Best wishes and good fortune be with you as you 
serve,

Derick S. Hartshorn
Chaplain & Membership Chairman

honest candor and steadfast devotion to doing 
the right thing.  We wish you and Jennifer fair 
winds and following seas as you return to civilian 
life and the challenges ahead.  With warm re-
gards and deep respect.

Ron Swart

(NY18)New York. Jan.26-BRITISH LINER CAR-
RIES MINE-SWEEPING DEVICES-First mer-
chantman to arrive with mine sweeping para-
vanes (above), the Cunarder Samaria, docked 
here today with 149 passengers.  Paravanes, 
towed from either bow, extended like kites.  When 
the mine anchor chain contacts the paravane’s 
towing cable, the chain is drawn into the cut-
ting jaw (indicated by man’s finger) and severed.  
The mine then floats to the surface where it can 
be exploded by rifle fire.  The paravanes device 
does NOT protect the absolute bow from mines, 
but the extended cables are shields for the larger 
part of the hull. (SEE WIRE STORY)(AP Wire-
photo)(hb23081j)40

“Only your real 
friends will tell you 

when your face is 
dirty.” 

-- Sicilian Proverb
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Below are recently changed or added e-mails on the AOM WEB Site.  There have been several in-
quiries about e-mail addresses on the AOM WEB Site that are bouncing.  If you are listed on the site 
please check to see if your address is correct.  If changes are required or you wish to be listed on the 
site e-mail me the information at pdechene@triad.rr.com.   Phil DeChene AOM WEB Master  

E-mail – Active Duty

03/02/11 - Jason D. Ortner MN1 (SW); jason.ortner@yahoo.com
03/07/11 - Brian A. Rey MN1  (SW); LCSMCMDET TWO; brian.rey@navy.mil

E-mail – Reservist

E-mail – Retired

02/24/11 - Roy McGinnis MNC; handiman88@gmail.com

E-mail – Former-Minemen

02/24/11 - Tom Hartley ( Spacelie ) MN3; exraytheontom@yahoo.com
02/24/11 - Carl E. Combs MN2; combs113062@earthlink.net
02/24/11 - Michael (Mike)  Belcher MN3; mabum1@yahoo.com
02/24/11 - Martin Harper  Mineman; haeper.martin@yahoo.com
01/14/11 - Robert Elswick MN3; Elswick1985@verizon.net; Elswick1985@aol.com
12/06/10 - Philip D. Smith, Jr. MN1; USNR-R, smithphild@aol.com

From the Webmaster

A long, long time ago...in the Far East...Detatchment TEN
Kadena, JA
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TAPS
MN3 Raymond Ashford, USN

Raymond Lee Ashford, 80, resident of Bronson, 
KS, died Wednesday, Dec. 24, 2008, at Mercy 
Health Center. He was born May 18, 1928, in 
Maitland, MO, the son of Daniel Rolland Ashford 
and Wilma May Huntsman Ashford. Raymond 
was a veteran, having served with the United 
States Navy.  Raymond was a graduate of the 
NSMW Yorktown, class of Jan 1951.  Upon 
graduation he was assigned to NAD Hawthorne, 
NV.  In 1952, he developed a neurological condi-
tion which affected his balance and contributed 
to numbness in his extremities. Raymond was 
medically discharged ca 1953 and returned to 
his home in Bronson, Kansas. Even though 
physically disabled he returned to farming which 
he pursued until he became wheelchair bound.  
Raymond's VA doctors speculated that his neuro-
logical condition could have been triggered by his 
exposure to zinc chrome-mate and other anti-
fouling agents that he had come in contact with.  
Raymond was the quintessential "good old coun-
try boy" possessed with a super sense of humor 
and a good personality. Over the years I kept in 
touch by phone with Raymond, and no matter the 
subject the conversation always drifted back to 
Hawthorne and his old shipmates. 

He farmed on his farm in the Bronson area. He 
was a 49 year member of the American Legion, 
the Disabled American Veterans and the Bronson 
Masonic Lodge.

Survivors include three nieces, Linda Ashford and 
husband Tom, Oak Grove, MO, Debbie Burns 
and husband Gerry, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and 
Sandy Sallis, Springfield, MO; and one nephew, 
David Myers, Bronson, KS; six great-nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death by a broth-
er, Wilson Ashford, his father, Rolland Ashford, 
and his mother and stepfather, Wilma and Law-
rence Pile.

Tuesday, December 25th, 2008 the Bourbon Ma-
sonic Lodge No. 268 performed Masonic Rites at 
7 p.m., during the visitation at the Bronson Cha-
pel.   Pastor David Kuns conducted graveside 
services Wednesday, Dec. 31st, at U.S. National 
Cemetery. Military Honors were conducted by the 

Olson Frary Burkhart Post No. 1165 V.F.W.   [Fort 
Scott Tribune December 2008]

Farewell Raymond.

Pamela Ann “Pam” Fazenbaker, 37, of Summer-
ville, passed away Sunday, January 9, 2011, at 
Trident Medical Center.  Funeral services were 
held Saturday, January 15, 2011, at 11 o’clock at 
James A. Dyal Funeral Home Chapel, Summer-
ville.  Burial followed at Plantation Memory Gar-
dens, Moncks Corner. Memorials may be made 
to American Lung Association: 44 Markfield Drive, 
#A, Charleston, SC 29407. www.lungusa.org.
 
Pam was born July 23, 1973, in Huntingdon, 
Pennsylvania, a daughter of David and Sandra 
Ann Worthy Fazenbaker of Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania.  She was a graduate of Goose 
Creek High School and Mifflin County Vocation/
Technical School in Lewistown, Pennsylvania.  
She was dedicated to her work and cherished 
time with family and friends.  She touched many 
lives through her work as a nurse at Palmetto 
Pediatrics in North Charleston and Boulder Bluff 
Elementary School.
  
Surviving in addition to her parents are her two 
sons, David Michael Bartell, Jr., and Nathan 
Alexander Bartell both of Summerville; one sis-
ter, Patricia Marie Karels (Randy) of Suisun City, 
California; one brother, David Allen Fazenbaker 
(Amber) of Alexandria, Virginia; three nephews 
and one niece, Trevor Andrew Burns and Zach-
ary Allen Burns both of Suisun City, California, 
Chance Allen Fazenbaker and Riley Paige Fa-
zenbaker both of Alexandria, Virginia; and ma-
ternal grandmother, Freda Grace Worthy of Mt. 
Union, Pennsylvania. She was preceded in death 
by her grandparents, Robert and Bernice Fazen-
baker and Harvey Worthy.

Pamela Ann Fazenbaker
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Carmen Mary Rousseau

Carmen Mary Rousseau, 70, of Goose Creek, 
SC, widow of Master Chief Paul Emile Rousseau, 
US Navy, died January 10, 2011, in a local hospi-
tal. 

Born April 13, 1940 in Luqa, Malta she was one 
of nine children of Andrew Cauchi and Josephine 
Bugeja Cauchi. She was a former elevator opera-
tor with General Dynamics.

 A devoted mother, grandmother and great-grand-
mother, she was affectionately known as Nana 
Weeza. Her joy came from taking care of her 
family and her two Shelties, Shadow and Gina.  
Mrs. Rousseau is survived by her daughters, 
Rita Greenawalt and her husband Jim and De-
nise Jernigan and her husband Eddie; sons, 
John Rousseau and his wife Brenda all of Goose 
Creek, SC and Michael Rousseau and good 
friend Jerry Meeks, both of Sacramento, CA; 
sisters, Gracie Schembri and her husband Joe 
of London, England and Renee Bowman and 
her husband Jackie of VA Beach, VA; brothers:  
Emanuel Cauchi and his wife Rita, John Cauchi 
all of Luqa Malta and George Cauchi of Mel-
bourne, Australia; eight grandchildren; and 15 
great-grandchildren.  She is preceded in death 
by her parents; husband; and siblings: Joseph 
Cauchi, Charles Cauchi and Dolly Love.

The funeral service was held in the J. HENRY 
STUHR NORTHWOODS CHAPEL, 2180 Green-
ridge Road, Thursday, January 13, 2011 at 2:00 
PM.  Interment to followed at Carolina Memorial 
Park.
  
In lieu of flowers memorials may be made to the  
Lutheran Hospice, 1885 Rifle Range Road Suite 
46, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464; American Lung As-
sociation in SC, 44-A Markfield Drive, Charleston, 
SC 29407; or SPCA Doc Williams, 109 St. James 
Avenue, Goose Creek, SC 29445.

DestRuCtOR Dst MK 36 
RevisiteD

by CDR William A. Roberts (MNC) USN (Ret) 

The Destructor (DST) MK 36 was developed 
in response to an urgent message from Pacific 
Fleet (PACFLT) Headquarters, requesting an 
aircraft – laid shallow-water mine to interdict river-
ine traffic in a Southeast Asia environment. The 
message was sent in the latter part of 1966 and 
initial deployment of the Destructor was in June 
1967, approximately nine months after the receipt 
of the request. Mr. Charles “Bud” Rowzee, was 
the father of the DST program and developer of 
the influence Firing Mechanism MK 42 and its as-
sociated Battery MK 95.
 
The use of Mr. Rowzee’s mechanism installed in 
a bomb cavity appeared to be the most expedient 
and satisfactory method to solve the requirement. 
The availability of general purpose series bombs 
on aircraft carriers was an advantage. The mine 
concept using the magnetic influence mechanism 
in conjunction with the MK 80 series general pur-
pose bomb was submitted by CNO to PAC FLT, 
who concurred with the proposal. The new mine 
would be called Destructor MK 36, for political 
reasons.

Development of the influence mechanism, Firing 
Mechanism MK 42, and its associated Battery 
MK 95, was expedited at both NOL and Buroughs 
Corp. The battery powered the mechanism and 
also provided wire “clips” that when cut, provided 
different sensitivity levels and the operation of 
the mine sterilizer. Concurrent development at 
NOL of an arming device and a booster was 
also required. Mr. William Reams developed the 
modifications necessary to make the bomb Nose 
Fuze MK 904, adapt to the mine application. This 
resulted in the Arming Device MK 32. Mr. Will 
Wright led the adaption of an obsolete and out-
of-production bomb booster. This resulted in the 
Booster MK 59. The three major components and 
ancillary installation tools and accessories such 
as O-rings and lubricant, spanner wrenches and 
weapon identification tape and labels were pack-
aged in a small arms ammunition box and the 
resultant packaging was the Destructor Modifica-
tion Kit MK 75. Two test sets were also devel-
oped. The Test Stet MK502 measured the perfor-
mance of the firing mechanism. The Test Set Mk 
503 was a go no go tester that was placed into 
the nose cavity of the bomb and mated with the 
bomb’s interior cabling running between the nose 

Being Politically Correct 
means ... always having to 

say you're sorry.
Charles Osgood
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and tail cavities. The initial concept of the mine 
required the use of bomb retardation fins from the 
Snakeye series.

Initial Destructor deployment was made from the 
USS Constellation in the Tonkin Gulf. Mr. John E. 
Shreve, the Mine Warfare Research and Devel-
opment Branch Head and Mr. Arthur Obenschain 
an NOL engineer were members of the deploy-
ment team. 

In October 1967 a Destructor briefing team vis-
ited PACFLT to provide information on this “new” 
weapon and to respond to questions regarding its 
capabilities. The success of the initial deployment 
brought favorable response from PACFLT and a 
high-rate production requirement from CNO. In 
addition the Air Force submitted a requirement for 
a substantial production quantity. Initial produc-
tion called for 22,125 Kits in FY67 and 20,250 for 
FY68 but in July 1967 the program was increased 
to 111, 867 and November 1967 to 148, 998 by 
1970 more than 300,000  had been made. These 
mechanisms could not have met the usual stan-
dards of reliability as shelf life; hence the devel-
opment of the Quickstrike mines MK62-65 (in 
accordance with “Janes”)
  
In March 1967 a modified Operational Evaluation 
of the Destructor MK36 was conducted at the Key 
West Test and Evaluation Detachment by Opera-
tional Test and Evaluation Force (OPTEVFOR). 

The weapon performed satisfactorily and the 
mine was approved for service use. (By Rudy 
Schuetzler, see page 110, U.S. Naval Mines and 
the Minemen a History)

Delivery of the Destructor Kits MK75 to the Naval 
Magazine Subic Bay, PI. began in 1967 where 
the kits were opened, inspected, tested and 
prepared for transfer to the Carriers at sea via 
ammunition ship or at first due to demand by cod. 
As the pipeline filled the DST crew at Nav. Mag. 
Subic, worked around the clock to keep up with 
the high demand. In the meantime minemen were 
deployed aboard the carriers to train the ships 
company ordnancemen in inspecting the bomb 
bodies to ensure that they were capable of main-
taining a water tight seal, electrical continuity of 
the bomb’s cabling, establishing production line 
assembly of the DST and placing the required 
markings on the bomb body that would identify 
the weapon as a DST (EOD requirement). Estab-
lishing a stock pile of two hundred pre-assembled 
DST’s was the goal with which to draw from and 
to be able to keep up with operational demands. 
All MK 82 bombs that were to be utilized as 
destructors had to be inspected particularly the 
gauging of the nose and tail fuze seat liners. Until 
the requirement for watertight integrity complete 

seating of bomb fuzes into the bomb body was 
not an issue but it was now as the firing mecha-
nism and arming device had to make a water 
tight seal.  This evolution had to be conducted in 
the bomb magazines prior to assembly and was 
no easy task. It was found that approximately 
forty percent failed inspection and weren’t ac-
ceptable for DST assembly. This would remain 
a problem until quality assurance caught up with 
new production bomb bodies.
 
Quality assurance inspection of the DST once 
loaded aboard the aircraft was essential. The 
weapon was not the average dumb bomb that it 
appeared to be and could not be positively armed 
as conventional bombs were. The Aviation Ord-
nancemen were sharp and for the most part only 
had to be shown once how to configure the arm-
ing wires.

While the Destructor MK-36 was developed for 
water use against small ships, barges, junks and 
sampans and found early and extensive use 
against ferry crossings in NVN, its unique prop-
erties made it a reliable weapon to use against 
land vehicles traveling on roads or railroads 
particularly because there was nothing else in 
the weapons inventory to use as an air delivered 
mine against vehicles consequently its use in has 
been predominantly against the land locs in Laos, 
although operations in S. Laos saw extensive use 
of MK-36 Destructors in water way 7 west of the 
DMZ in Laos, in an effort to impeded the flow of 
water-borne supplies from NVN into S. Laos and 
on to S. Vietnam. They were also first used in 
Cambodia in mid-1970 in an attempt to forestall 
river movement of supplies down to SE (river) 
Kong in N.E. Cambodia. (by C.E. Thompson / 
R.E. Metcalf, Pentagon Reports)

From the scant records available we find the fol-
lowing ships, Mobile Mine Assembly Teams, and 
mine personnel that participated in the Southeast 
Asia DST mining operations during the period of 
1967 through 1972.

 U.S.S Enterprise CVAN-65 (1966-1967)
Awarded the “Naval Unit Commendation”
Mobile Mine Assembly Team (MOMAT) 0304, 
embarked (from Nav. Mag. Subic Bay PI)

1. OIC WO1 George Russell, 
2. MNC Darrel Wheelock, 
3. MN1 J.T. Kennedy, 
4. MN2 Ron Chapin, 
5. MN2 Dwinger, 
6. MN3 Churchill, 
7. MN3 Stephens, 
8. MN3 Bowling, 
9. MN3 James Miller, 
10. MNSN William R. Beffert.
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 Awarded: “Meritorious Unit Commendation” 
(1971)

1. LCDR Donald De Crona, 
2. MN2 Gary L. Cleland, 
3. MN3 Daniel L. Lentz

U.S.S. Kitty Hawk CVA-63 (1966-1967)
Awarded the “Naval Unit Commendation”
Mobile Mine Assembly Team (MOMAT) 0304, 
embarked (from Nav. Mag. Subic Bay PI)

1. POIC MN2 Dwinger, 
2. MN2 William R. Beffert, 
3. MN3 Bowling, 
4. MN3 Churchill

Awarded the “Presidential Unit Citation” (1967-
1968)  Mobile Mine Assembly Team (MOMAT) 
0305, embarked (from NAS Whitby Isl. Washing-
ton)

1. OIC  WO1, Philip E. Dechene, 
2. MNC Darrel E. Wheelock,
3. MN1 Christian M. Johnson, 
4. MN2 Charles A. Parker, 
5. MNSN Ralph L. Blakeslee

Awarded: “Naval Unit Commendation”: (1969)
Mobile Mine Assembly Team (MOMAT) 0304, 
embarked (from Nav. Mag. Subic Bay PI)

1. MN2 Darel L. Dicks, 
2. MN3 Paul R. Anderson

Awarded: “Meritorious Unit Commendation” 
(1969) 

1. MNC Robert R. Hart

U.S.S. Bon Homme Richard CVA-31 (1968)
Awarded: the “Naval Unit Commendation”
Mobile Mine Assembly Team (MOMAT) 0301, em-
barked (from COMINEPAC, DMPF Long Beach 
California)

1. OIC  LT. William A. Roberts, 
2. MN1 Theodore F. Carter 
3. MN2 J.D. Madole, 
4. MN2 E.H. Wilder, 
5. MN2 Robert W. Holley, 
6. MN3 Larry D. Reese 

 
Awarded: “Meritorious Unit Commendation” 
(1969) Mobile Mine Assembly Team (MOMAT) 
0304, embarked (from Nav. Mag. Subic Bay PI)

1. OIC  WO1 Samuel A. English, 
2. MNC Fred J. Cline 
3. MN1 Donald C. Wright, 
4. MN2 William R. Beffert, 
5. MN2 Darel L. Dicks, 
6. MN3 Robert C. Keck, 
7. MN3 Richard L. Moenig, 
8. MN3 James M. Skelton.

Awarded: “Meritorious Unit Commendation” 
(1970)

1. LCDR Donald DeCrona

U.S.S. Ticonderoga CVA-14 (1968)
Awarded: the “Naval Unit Commendation”
Mobile Mine Assembly Team (MOMAT) 0301, em-
barked (from COMINEPAC, DMPF Long Beach 
California)

1. OIC  LT. William A. Roberts, 
2. MN1 Theodore F. Carter, 
3. MN2 J.D. Madole, 
4. MN3 D.L. Eckroth

U.S.S. America CVA-66 (1968)
Awarded: the “Naval Unit Commendation”
Mobile Mine Assembly Team (MOMAT) 0304, 
embarked (from Nav. Mag. Subic Bay PI)

1. OIC  WO1 Samuel A. English, 
2. MNC Fred J. Cline 
3. MN1 Donald C. Wright, 
4. MN2 William R. Beffert, 
5. MN2 Darel L. Dicks, 
6. MN3 Robert C. Keck, 
7. MN3 Richard L. Moenig, 
8. MN3 James M. Skelton. 
9. MN2 Robert W. Holley.

U.S.S Oriskany CVA-34 (1969)
Awarded: “Meritorious Unit Commendation”
Mobile Mine Assembly Team (MOMAT) 0304, 
embarked (from Nav. Mag. Subic Bay PI)

1. POIC MNC, Francis P. LaFleur, 
2. MN1 Donald C. Wright, 
3. MN2 William B. Smith, 
4. MN2 Darl L. Dicks, 
5. MN3 Paul R. Anderson, 
6. MN3 Richard L. Koeing, 
7. MN3 Nicholas McCauley

Awarded: “Naval Unit Commendation” (1969)
Mobile Mine Assembly Team (MOMAT) 0304, 
embarked (from Nav. Mag. Subic Bay PI)

1. MNC Robert R. Hart, 
2. MN3 Robert C. Keck

U.S.S Coral Sea CVA-43 (1971-1972)
Awarded: the “Naval Unit Commendation”
Mobile Mine Assembly Team (MOMAT) 0304, 
embarked (from Nav. Mag. Subic Bay PI)

1. MN1 Daniels, 
2. MN2 Robert D. Gill, 
3. MN3 Roland Perscher, 
4. MNSN Tim Mercer

This is by no means a complete muster of all of 
the minemen who participated in the DST pro-
gram at sea during the Vietnam War however; 
it is at the moment the best information that is 
available. There were minemen from other activi-
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ties who participated in the DST program at sea however; the records of their participation will remain 
incomplete until they come forward and establish their individual histories.

The Confederate Torpedo Service
By R. O. Crowley

Formerly Electrician of the Torpedo Division, C. S. N.
(The Century / Volume 56, Issue 2, The Century Company, New York, June 1898)

PART THREE
Operations Near Wilmington, North Carolina
Nothing more of consequence took place on the James River, and we were transferred to Wilmington, 
North Carolina, to defend Forts Fisher and Caswell, at the mouth of the Cape Fear River, from any at-
tempt of the Federal fleet to pass the forts. Here we were confronted with a new difficulty, that of lay-
ing torpedoes in the sea, in a wide channel; and our resources in the matter of copper wire and bat-
tery material were getting very scarce. We had plenty of cannon-powder only. The channel in front of 
Fort Fisher was about half a mile wide; but just at the bar, over which it was necessary for a vessel to 
pass to enter the channel, there was scarcely room for more than one or two ships to pass at a time. 

We first planted in the regular channel near the bar seven torpedo-tanks, each containing two thou-
sand pounds of powder. It was thought that at least one of these would be covered by a vessel in 
passing; and we knew from experience that if one vessel was destroyed by the explosion of a torpe-
do, no other vessel would dare to renew the attempt. 

Of the electric wires, one from each torpedo connected it with a wire leading to one end of the bat-
tery, which was located in a bomb-proof comprising a part of the fortifications; another wire led from 
each torpedo to the opposite end of the battery, and hung disconnected until desired to be exploded. 
All these wires were intrenched in the sand from the shoreline to the battery. These latter wires were 
numbered from 1 to 7, and sights were placed showing when a ship covered any particular torpedo. 

About this time we received a supply of wire, acids, battery, and electrical appliances through the 
blockade from Europe, and we intended to plant a torpedo right on the bar, the entrance there being 
very narrow. Everything was prepared for it; but the appearance of the Federal fleet put an end to the 
attempt, so we had to rest contented with the seven already planted. 

Among the apparatus received from was a lot of Wheatstone exploders and Abels fuses. With these 
we hastily prepared several copper tanks of a capacity of one hundred pounds of powder, and plant-
ed them about three feet deep in the sand on the land side of the fort, about three hundred yards in 
front, and led the wires in trenches to the traverses of the fort. This was done in expectation of an as-
sault by the Federal land forces. The Federal fleet, however, proceeded to bombard that angle of the 
fort, and one by one our guns on that side were demolished. At the same time it was discovered that 
the heavy shells, plowing up the ground in front, had utterly destroyed all our wires, so that the plan of 
exploding the 100-pound tanks on shore failed entirely. 

The result of the bombardment of Fort Fisher is well known. No attempt was made to pass our batter-
ies until the fort was in the hands of the Federals. 
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As in former instances, our plans were betrayed. One or two nights before the attack, the writer was 
up at a very late hour, talking to his assistant about our preparations, plans, etc., in a room of a build-
ing occupied in part by the midshipmen and officers of the naval squadron doing land duty in Fort 
Buchanan, which commanded that part of the channel nearest the Cape Fear River. Our conversa-
tion was fully overheard by one of the ordinary seamen in the next room, who deserted in a boat that 
night, and went to the Federal fleet. But for the intelligence conveyed by this deserter, it is believed 
that the Federals would have made an attempt to pass our land batteries. 

Above Fort Fisher, toward Wilmington, we had planted two submarine batteries of one thousand 
pounds of powder each, connected by electric wires with a Wheatstone exploder located in an old 
earthwork on the bank of the river. During a heavy thunderstorm the wires were struck by lightning, 
and both tanks exploded simultaneously, damaging nothing, but frightening the fleet, and causing 
great watchfulness in their slow advance toward Wilmington. The Cape Fear River could be entered 
by two channels, one leading up to Fort Caswell, and thence via Fort Campbell into the river, and the 
other leading up to Fort Fisher and via Fort Buchanan into the river. 

The first-named route, via Fort Caswell, or the “old inlet,” as it was called, was entirely undefended by 
submarine torpedoes, and probably would have been easy to turn with a small ironclad, as the two 
forts there were old brick-and-mortar constructions armed with old-fashioned smooth-bore guns; but 
the channel-way was comparatively shallow and tortuous. The other route, via Fort Fisher, was more 
commonly used by the blockade-runners, as there was no impediment to navigation except the bar in 
front of the fort. 

I have previously noted the great scarcity of materials. To get up a battery without glass tumblers to 
hold the acid, and without platinum strips to immerse in the nitric acid, was a great difficulty. There 
was no glass manufactory in the South. Platinum strips could not be obtained. The only platinum 
suitable for that purpose was being used in the batteries in the telegraph offices. I finally arranged a 
battery as follows: with the zinc plates formerly used in the Wollaston battery in our early experiments, 
I had a number of zinc cells cast in the shape of an ordinary glass tumbler, having a projecting arm 
for a handle as well as to connect it with the next adjoining cell in the series. The inside of these zinc 
tumblers was amalgamated with mercury, and a solution of sulphuric acid, composed of one part of 
acid and thirteen parts of water, was poured into each tumbler or cell. In this solution was placed a 
cylindrical porous cup, open at the top, and filled with nitric acid. In the nitric acid was immersed a 
piece of cast-iron having four projecting leaves and a projecting handle connected with a correspond-
ing handle of the adjoining zinc cell by an ordinary brass clamp. It would appear, at a casual glance, 
that the nitric acid would almost instantly consume this cast-iron strip; but it did not, and we found 
that it would remain several hours without perceptible change, and then the nitric acid would become 
changed into probably a nitrous oxide gas, and effervesce suddenly. It was necessary, then, only to 
refill the porous cup with fresh, pure nitric acid. The composition of this battery had been suggested to 
the writer’s mind from having seen, several years previously, a similar battery used by a Dr. Boynton, 
a public lecturer, to produce electrical phenomena. 

This battery, as will be observed from its construction, would stand a great deal of rough usage. Its 
electrical heating-power was great, but its electromotive force was not sufficient to produce heat at a 
greater distance than two miles of a metallic circuit. 

The operations of the Torpedo Division proper were confined principally to the James and the Cape 
Fear rivers. Our force was small, though sufficiently elastic to have extended to other points if we had 
had the necessary materials. It comprised the officer in charge, the electrician and his assistant, two 
men at each station, two or three telegraph operators, one or two scouts, and the crew of a tugboat, 
commanded by an executive officer, in all, about fifty men. Of the men at the stations, one was usual-
ly either a boatswain or a master in the navy, and the other a young man as a relief, generally a man 
who was incapacitated from doing active duty as a soldier in the field. 

Submarine torpedoes containing powder could not be effectively used in the Mississippi River, prin-
cipally on account of its great depth, varying from twenty to one hundred and fifty feet, the immense 
volume of water to be lifted offering too much resistance. 

It would not do to calculate the weight of a perpendicular column of water, with a diameter of say 
three or four feet, in this connection, because powder, exploding equally in all directions, has a ten-
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dency to lift a column conically shaped, that is to say, with a lower diameter of about four or five feet 
and a diameter at the surface of from twenty to thirty feet. To lift a column sufficiently strong in its up-
ward ascent to crush the hull of a passing vessel in water one hundred feet deep would require such 
an immense quantity of powder as to make it virtually impossible to handle it. 

Again, the bed of the Mississippi River is continually varying by the unceasing deposit of accumula-
tions of soil caused by the caving in of its precipitous bluffs, so that a torpedo, when planted in some 
localities, would in a few months be covered by an immense sand-bar, and thus the effect of an explo-
sion would be deadened. Submerged floating torpedoes, anchored in the channel of a swift current 
like the Mississippi, could not be depended on to maintain their position very long, and, as has al-
ready been explained, would soon part the electric wires by their continual oscillating rotary motion. 

These objections, that is, the depth of the water and the difficulty of handling a large quantity of 
powder,do not, of course, apply in their entirety to guncotton torpedoes, which, being several times 
stronger than powder, and occupying much less space, could be used in many places to much more 
advantage. Guncotton is also much safer to manipulate than powder. One does not absolutely know 
when powder will explode accidentally, but guncotton cannot possibly explode, if kept moist with wa-
ter to a certain degree, except by means of a detonating fuse of fulminate or other quick-flame mate-
rial. But I am wandering from the subject. Guncotton was not practically known as an explosive during 
the war. 

It is only the breaking or crushing of the hull of a vessel by the upheaving force of a column of wa-
ter which makes torpedoes so destructive. It is not the flames of powder, or its suffocating or burn-
ing gases, which produce the awful death, in many instances, of all on board, but the instantaneous 
disruption of the hull, driven inward by the weight of the water, crushing everybody between decks, 
and instantaneously sinking the craft, and drowning those who are carried down by the rapid sinking 
of the wreck. An ironclad is more quickly and easily destroyed than any other class of vessel, for the 
reason that such an immense weight of metal armor carries down to the bottom everybody between 
decks the instant the hull is shattered by a torpedo, the heavy weight of the iron armor above causing 
the hull to oppose a more inert resistance to the upheaval of the water underneath, I believe several 
instances occurred in Southern rivers, during the war, where wooden vessels, coming in contact with 
mechanical torpedoes containing only a small quantity of powder, were simply lifted out of the water 
at the bows, without serious injury to the hull. 

A review of the facts and experience here stated shows that a system of submarine defenses, to be 
effectual, should be protected by a small fortification and a land force sufficient to repel any attack 
by infantry for the purpose of breaking up the electric batteries and destroying the wires on shore, 
and, in addition to these, by a powerful electric-light reflector to light up the position at night; and the 
defenses should have one or two small steam-launches with a Gatling gun on board, and apparatus 
for striking the enemy’s vessels with a spar torpedo while engaged in an attempt to drag for the wires 
under the water. Since the late war science has developed many improvements in this direction, but 
none that will prevent the passage of a land fortification by a swift iron-clad man-of-war except sub-
marine torpedoes. 

Offensive Torpedo Warfare
So far we had been acting on the defensive, and the torpedoes described might be called defensive 
torpedoes. It was now determined to apply offensive torpedoes; if the enemy would not come to us to 
be blown up, we would go to them. 

The first thing to be done was to prepare a fuse which was not dangerous to handle, and which would 
explode quickly on contact with any substance. 

To this end we made some sheet-lead tubes, the rounded end being of much thinner lead than the 
other part. 

These tubes were about three inches long and one inch in diameter. Into this tube was inserted a 
small glass tube, of similar shape, filled with sulphuric acid, and hermetically sealed. The vacant 
space about the glass tube was then tightly packed with a mixture of chlorate of potash and pulver-
ized white sugar, and the mouth of the lead tube was closed by fastening a strip of muslin over it. 

13



Now, if the rounded end of the leaden tube is brought into contact with any hard substance, the thin 
lead will be mashed, the interior glass tube broken, and the sulphuric acid becoming mixed with the 
preparation of chlorate of potash and sugar, an immediate explosion is the result. We then prepared a 
copper cylinder capable of containing about fifty pounds of powder, and placed several of the leaden 
fuses in the head, so that no matter at what angle the butt struck the hull of a ship, one of the fuses 
would be smashed in, and flame from the potash and sugar ignite the powder. At the bottom of the 
copper cylinder there was a socket made to fit on the end of a spar. 

We discussed the matter of exploding spar torpedoes by electricity, but the difficulty of arranging a 
contrivance to close the electric circuit when the torpedo came in contact with the hull of a ship, and 
want of conveniences for stowing a galvanic battery in the launch, induced us to adopt the fuses 
above mentioned instead. 

This was a formidable weapon, and one extremely dangerous to handle. We first experimented with 
an empty cylinder fitted with leaden fuses. The copper cylinder was fastened to a spar attached to the 
bow of a small steam-launch. Thus prepared, we “rammed” an old bulkhead, or wharf, at Rocketts, in 
the lower part of Richmond, at first unsuccessfully. We then tried it loaded with twenty-five pounds of 
powder, and, lowering the spar torpedo about two feet under water, again rammed the bulkhead. The 
effect of the explosion shattered the old wharf and threw up a column of water, completely drenching 
the occupants of the launch. 

Our steam-launch, or “torpedo launch,” as it was called, was prepared for an expedition against the 
enemy’s fleet snugly anchored off Newport News. Just at this time a new difficulty presented itself. 
The launch burned bituminous coal, the smoke from which could be discerned at a long distance, and 
the sparks from which at night would disclose its presence to an enemy. Some one suggested that 
we might obtain anthracite coal by dredging at the wharves and in the docks at Richmond. This was 
accordingly done, and we obtained a supply of the anthracite, for which an almost fabulous sum was 
paid. 

Our launch was about twenty feet long, about five feet beam, and drew three feet of water. She was 
fitted with a small double engine amidships, and there was sufficient space in her bow for three men, 
and aft for an engineer, who also acted as fireman. An iron shield was then fixed on her, completely 
covering the men from plunging rifle-shots. 

Thus equipped, and all being ready, we towed the launch down the James River, on a dark night, to a 
point about ten or fifteen miles below City Point, and then let her go on her dangerous mission. 

There were only four persons on board of her, namely, the commanding officer, a mate, a pilot, and 
an engineer. 

From reports afterward made, we learned that she steamed down toward Newport News until the 
approach of daylight, and then hid in a swamp until the next night, when the attempt was made to 
blow up the U.S.S. Minnesota, then the flag-ship of the Federal fleet, and the largest war vessel in the 
Union service. The launch steamed all through the fleet that night, being frequently challenged by the 
deck lookouts. Finally the Minnesota was seen looming up grimly in the darkness, and, letting down 
the spar torpedo in the water, the launch rammed the ship just below the water-line on her starboard 
quarter. 

The effect was terrific, the shock causing the Minnesota to tremble from stem to stern. Several of her 
guns were dismounted and a big hole was opened in her side by the explosion of the 50-pound tor-
pedo. 

Owing to the strong tide prevailing at the time, and the violence of the ramming, the launch percep-
tibly rebounded, so that at the instant of the explosion, which was not simultaneous with the blow, 
a cushion of water intervened between the torpedo and the hull of the Minnesota, thus weakening 
the effect and probably saving the ship. She was so thoroughly disabled, however, as we afterward 
understood, that she had to be towed off, and underwent repairs in the docks. Our men were greeted 
with showers of bullets from the deck of the ship, but they struck harmlessly against the iron shield of 
the launch, which quickly steamed away under cover of darkness, and escaped. 
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This, I believe, was the first instance of successful ramming with torpedoes and the subsequent es-
cape of the attacking crew, most other cases happening subsequently resulting in the death or cap-
ture of the attacking party. The effect of this daring attack exercised a great influence on the Federal 
fleets everywhere. It was necessary to double the watches and exercise untiring vigilance against any 
further attempts. 

During the last year of the war arrangements had been perfected to secure a large quantity of insu-
lated wire, cables, acids, batteries, and telegraph apparatus, etc., from England, an officer having 
been sent there for that purpose. Every material requisite for the extension of our torpedo system 
throughout the entire South was obtained, and a small advance shipment did actually reach us 
through the blockade at Wilmington. The remainder was put on board a swift steamer, with the inten-
tion of running the blockade and returning with a full cargo of cotton; but from stress of weather, or 
other causes, the steamer put into the port of Fayal, and, as I understood, was wrecked in that port, 
either from the stupidity of the pilot or from treachery. The entire cargo was lost, and it was impossible 
to duplicate our material before the war ended. 

Continued in the summer issue.

From November 1943, until her demise in June 1945, the American destroyer 'William Porter' was 
often hailed - whenever she entered port or joined other Naval ships - with the greetings: 'Don't shoot, 
we're Republicans!'  For a half a century, the US Navy kept a lid on the details of the incident that 
prompted this salutation.  A Miami news reporter made the first public disclosure in 1958 after he 
stumbled upon the truth while covering a reunion of the destroyer's crew.  The Pentagon reluctantly 
and tersely confirmed his story, but only a smattering of newspapers took notice.
 
In 1943, the Willie D as the Porter was nicknamed, accidentally fired a live torpedo at the battle-
ship Iowa during a practice exercise.  As if this weren't bad enough, the Iowa was carrying President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt at the time, along with Secretary of State, Cordell Hull, and all of the country's 
W.W.II military brass.  They were headed for the Big Three Conference in Tehran, where Roosevelt 
was to meet Stalin and Churchill.  Had the Porter's torpedo struck the Iowa at the aiming point, the 
last 60 years of world history might have been quite different.

The USS William D Porter (DD-579) was one of hundreds of assembly line destroyers built during the 
war.  They mounted several heavy and light guns, but their main armament consisted of 10 fast-run-
ning and accurate torpedoes that carried 500-pound warheads.  This destroyer was placed in com-
mission on July 1943 under the command of Wilfred Walker, a man on the Navy's fast career track.  
In the months before she was detailed to accompany the Iowa across the Atlantic in November 1943, 
the Porter and her crew learned their trade, experiencing the normal problems that always beset a 
new ship and a novice crew.  The mishaps grew more serious when she became an escort for the 
pride of the fleet, the big new battleship Iowa.

The night before they left Norfolk, bound for North Africa, the Porter accidentally damaged a nearby 
sister ship when she backed down along the other ship's side and her anchor tore down her railings, 
life rafts, ship's boat and various other formerly valuable pieces of equipment.  The Willie D merely 
had a scraped anchor, but her career of mayhem and mishaps had begun. 

USS William D Porter (DD-579)  in Massacre Bay, Attu Island, 9 June 1944

"Don't Shoot, We're Republicans" 
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Just twenty four hours later, the four-ship convoy consisting of Iowa and her secret passengers and 
two other destroyers was under strict instructions to maintain complete radio silence.  As they were 
going through a known U-boat feeding ground, speed and silence were the best defense.  Suddenly, 
a tremendous explosion rocked the convoy.  
 
All of the ships commenced anti-submarine maneuvers.  This continued until the Porter sheepishly 
admitted that one of her depth charges had fallen off her stern and exploded.  The 'safety' had not 
been set as instructed.  Captain Walker was watching his fast track career become side-tracked.  
Shortly thereafter, a freak wave inundated the ship, stripping away everything that wasn't lashed 
down.  A man was washed overboard and never found. Next, the fire room lost power in one of its 
boilers.  The Captain, by this point, was making reports almost hourly to the Iowa on the Willie D's 
difficulties.  It would have been merciful if the force commander had detached the hard luck ship and 
sent her back to Norfolk. But, no, she sailed on. 

The morning of 14 November 1943 dawned with a moderate sea and pleasant weather.  The Iowa 
and her escorts were just east of Bermuda, and the president and his guests wanted to see how 
the big ship could defend herself against an air attack. So, Iowa launched a number of weather bal-
loons to use as anti-aircraft targets.  It was exciting to see more than 100 guns shooting at the bal-
loons, and the President was proud of his Navy.  Just as proud was Admiral Ernest J King, the Chief 
of Naval Operations; large in size and by demeanor, a true monarch of the sea.  Disagreeing with 
him meant the end of a naval career. Up to this time, no one knew what firing a torpedo at him would 
mean.  
 
Over on the Willie D, Captain Walker watched the fireworks display with admiration and envy.  Think-
ing about career redemption and breaking the hard luck spell, the Captain sent his impatient crew to 
battle stations.  They began to shoot down the balloons the Iowa had missed as they drifted into the 
Porter's vicinity. 

Down on the torpedo mounts, the crew watched, waiting to take some practice shots of their own on 
the big battleship, which, even though 6,000 yards away, seemed to blot out the horizon.  Lawton 
Dawson and Tony Fazio were among those responsible for the torpedoes.  Part of their job involved 
ensuring that the primers were installed during actual combat and removed during practice.  Once a 
primer was installed, on a command to fire, it would explode shooting the torpedo out of its tube. 
Dawson, on this particular morning, unfortunately had forgotten to remove the primer from torpedo 
tube #3.  Up on the bridge, a new torpedo officer, unaware of the danger, ordered a simulated fir-
ing.  "Fire 1, Fire 2," and finally, "Fire 3."  There was no fire 4 as the sequence was interrupted by an 
unmistakable whooooooshhhhing sound made by a successfully launched and armed torpedo.  Lt 
H. Steward Lewis, who witnessed the entire event, later described the next few minutes as what hell 
would look like if it ever broke loose. 

Just after he saw the torpedo hit water on its way to the Iowa and some of the most prominent figures 
in world history, Lewis innocently asked the Captain, 'Did you give permission to fire a torpedo?'  Cap-
tain Walker's reply will not ring down through naval history... although words to the effect of Farragut's 
immortal 'Damn the torpedoes' figured centrally within.  
 
Initially there was some reluctance to admit what had happened, or even to warn the Iowa.  As the 
awful reality sunk in, people began racing around, shouting conflicting instructions and attempting 
to warn the flagship of imminent danger.  First, there was a flashing light warning about the torpedo 
which unfortunately indicated it was headed in another direction.  Next, the Porter signaled that it was 
going reverse at full speed!  Finally, they decided to break the strictly enforced radio silence.  The 
radio operator on the destroyer transmitted "'Lion (code for the Iowa), Lion, come right."  
 
The Iowa operator, more concerned about radio procedure, requested that the offending station iden-
tify itself first.  Finally, the message was received and the Iowa began turning to avoid the speeding 
torpedo. 

Meanwhile, on the Iowa's bridge, word of the torpedo firing had reached FDR, who asked that his 
wheelchair be moved to the railing so he could see better what was coming his way.  His loyal Secret 
Service guard immediately drew his pistol as if he was going to shoot the torpedo.  As the Iowa be-
gan evasive maneuvers, all of her guns were trained on the William D Porter.  There was now some 
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thought that the Porter was part of an assassination plot.  Within moments of the warning, there was 
a tremendous explosion just behind the battleship.  The torpedo had been detonated by the wash 
kicked up by the battleship's increased speed. 

The crisis was over and so was Captain Walker's career.  His final utterance to the Iowa, in response 
to a question about the origin of the torpedo, was a weak, "We did it."  Shortly thereafter, the brand 
new destroyer, her Captain and the entire crew were placed under arrest and sent to Bermuda for 
trial.  It was the first time that a complete ship's company had been arrested in the history of the US 
Navy.  The ship was surrounded by Marines when it docked in Bermuda, and held there several days 
as the closed session inquiry attempted to determine what had happened.  Torpedoman Dawson 
eventually confessed to having inadvertently left the primer in the torpedo tube, which caused the 
launching.  Dawson had thrown the used primer over the side to conceal his mistake. 

The whole incident was chalked up to an unfortunate set of circumstances and placed under a cloak 
of secrecy.  Someone had to be punished.  Captain Walker and several other Porter officers and sail-
ors eventually found themselves in obscure shore assignments.  Dawson was sentenced to 14 years 
hard labor.  President Roosevelt intervened; however, asking that no punishment be meted out for 
what was clearly an accident.  The destroyer was banished to the upper Aleutians.  It was probably 
thought this was as safe a place as any for the ship and anyone who came near her.  She remained 
in the frozen north for almost a year, until late 1944, when she was re-assigned to the Western Pa-
cific. 

Before leaving the Aleutians, she accidentally left her calling card in the form of a five-inch shell fired 
into the front yard of the American base commandant, thus rearranging his flower garden.  In De-
cember, 1944, she joined the Philippine invasion forces and acquitted herself quite well.  She distin-
guished herself by shooting down a number of attacking Japanese aircraft. Regrettably, after the war, 
it was reported that she also shot down three American planes.  This was a common event on ships, 
as many gunners, fearful of kamikazes, had nervous trigger fingers. 

In April, 1945, the destroyer was assigned to support the invasion of Okinawa.  By this time, the greet-
ing "Don't Shoot, We're Republicans" was commonplace and the crew of the Willie D had become 
used to the ribbing.  But the crew of her sister ship, the USS Luce, was not so polite in its salutations 
after the Porter accidentally riddled her side and superstructure with gunfire. 

On 10 June, 1945, the Porter's hard luck finally ran out.  She was sunk by a plane which had (un-
intentionally) attacked underwater.  A Japanese bomber made almost entirely of wood and canvas 
slipped through the Navy's defense.  Having little in the way of metal surfaces, the plane didn't reg-
ister on radar.  A fully loaded kamikaze, it was headed for a ship near the Porter, but just at the last 
moment veered away and crashed alongside the unlucky destroyer.  There was a sigh of relief as the 
plane sunk out of sight, but then it blew up underneath the Porter, opening her hull in the worst pos-
sible location. 

Three hours later, after the last man was off board, the Captain jumped to the safety of a rescue 
vessel and the ship that almost changed world history slipped astern into 2,400 feet of water.  Not a 
single soul was lost in the sinking.  After everything else that happened, it was almost as if the ship 
decided to let her crew off at the end.   Kit Bonner, Naval Historian 

Taking off the crew of the sinking USS William D. Porter, 10 June 1945
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nORth KOReA DevelOPing nuCleAR seA Mines
U.S. intelligence agencies are working to track down an alarming report from inside North Korea re-
vealing that the communist regime is secretly developing underwater nuclear torpedoes and mines.

According to a newsletter run by dissident North Koreans, the report states that North Korea's govern-
ment has a special group of researchers at the National Defense Technology Institute that is "devel-
oping underwater weapons using nuclear warheads." The report was published Dec. 3 by the Korean-
language newsletter NK Chisigan Yondae, or NK Intellectual Solidarity.

The U.S. Navy once had nuclear torpedoes and mines, as did the Soviet navy, and China's military 
also has discussed the use of nuclear torpedoes in its military writings as recently as 2006.

The original report in Korean that is being discussed can be found here <http://news.chosun.com/
site/data/html_dir/2010/12/05/2010120500828.html> :  http://news.chosun.com/site/data/html_
dir/2010/12/05/2010120500828.html

Keep in mind this is an unconfirmed report from a group of North Korean defectors. What seems to 
add some credibility to this new report is a "secret" Wikileaks cable dated September 26, 2008 when 
a Chinese diplomat told a US diplomat that North Korea failed to report "critical information about 
secret underwater nuclear facilities located on North Korea's coast."

The idea of nuclear sea mines is not a new idea, there are several Chinese articles that have dis-
cussed the nuclear sea mine capability over the last decade. In China's Underseas Sentries <http://
www.navy.mil/navydata/cno/n87/usw/issue_33/china.html> , a Winter 07 Underwater Magazine article 
by Andrew Erickson, Ph.D., Lyle Goldstein, Ph.D., & William Murray, the Chinese discussion is men-
tioned:

        Submarines have attracted particular attention as a deployment platform for rising mines. An 
article by Dalian Naval Academy researchers suggests significant PLAN interest in SLMMs. A re-
searcher at Institute 705 advocates acquisition of an encapsulated torpedo mine, similar to the Cold 
War-era U.S. Captor mine, which could be laid in very deep waters to attack passing submarines. 
Mine belts-external conformal containers designed to carry and release large numbers of mines-can 
be fitted to submarines in order to bolster their otherwise limited payloads. One article emphasizes 
that the Soviet navy developed a "mine laying module capable of carrying 50 sea mines on either 
side of the submarine" and states, "For the past few years related PLA experts have expressed pro-
nounced interest in submarine mine belts.... The PLA very probably has already developed subma-
rine mine belts." Another source notes, however, that "submarines built after World War II rarely carry 
mines externally."

Disturbingly, there is some discussion of a theoretical nature in Chinese naval analyses concern-
ing arming sea mines with tactical nuclear weapons. One such analysis, in the context of discussing 
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Russian MIW, notes that nuclear sea mines could sink adversary nuclear submarines from a range 
of 2000 meters.... A second article finds that a nuclear payload is one logical method to increase the 
destructive power of sea mines, while a third analysis argues that nuclear MIW is especially promis-
ing for future deep-water ASW operations. It concludes: "At this time, various countries are actively 
researching this extremely powerful nuclear-armed sea mine."43 An article in the July 2006 issue of 
Modern Navy (Dangdai Haijun), published by the PLA Navy itself, in the context of discussing po-
tential future PLA Navy use of sea mines, also notes the potential combat value of nuclear-armed 
sea mines. While there is no direct evidence of the existence of such naval tactical nuclear weapons 
programs in China, these articles do perhaps suggest the need to closely monitor any Chinese efforts 
in this direction.

The specific citations for the nuclear mine discussion are below:

     Jiao Fangjin,  [The Double-Headed Eagle's Ambush at Sea], [Defense Science], July 2003, p. 91.
     Wang Wei, [Enduring and Yet Fully Relevant: A Discussion of Sea Mines], [National Defense], 
November 2002, p. 58; 
     Chen Dongyuan, p. 45.

Is North Korea a signatory of the 1971 Seabed Treaty? I don't think North Korea takes such things 
seriously, but use of a nuclear sea mine would be a clear violation.

In the focus of the Iranian nuclear program, I have discussed red lines that once crossed, means a 
military attack will likely come soon after. We have never really seen where a red line was crossed in 
regards to an Iranian nuclear program, but I am starting to wonder if someone in Seoul has decided 
North Korea has crossed that red line with the North Korean nuclear program. If so, it might help ex-
plain why the Obama administration seems to be committed to the new South Korean led strategy in 
dealing with North Korea, even if supporting that strategy takes the Korean Peninsula to the brink of 
war. 

COntRACt w/BAe systeMs fOR 10 MORe 
uPgRADeD An/sQQ-32(v)4 Minehunting sOnARs

Provided by Neil Gibbons
WASHINGTON, 6 Feb. 2011. Sonar systems designers at the BAE Systems Electronic Solutions seg-
ment in Nashua, N.H., will provide 10 upgraded AN/SQQ-32(V)4 minehunting sonar systems to the 
U.S. Navy under terms of a $10.3 million order announced Friday. These systems are the latest ver-
sions of the Navy's AN/SQQ-32 minehunting sonar, improved to better detect and classify bottom and 
moored sea mines in shallow waters. 
    
The order represents an option to a $14.6 million contract awarded last September for four AN/SQQ-
32(v)4 systems that will be deployed from Navy aircraft carriers to detect and classify bottom and 
moored sea mines for self-protection. This latest contract calls for BAE Systems will build and deliver 
10 AN/SQQ-32(V)4 minehunting sonar set high frequency wideband upgrade systems. 
     
The minehunting sonar high frequency wideband upgrade was developed to improve shallow-water 
minehunting capabilities, and will replace the Navy's AN/SQQ-32(v)3 detection sonar with improved 
detection performance and target resolution in high clutter environments including coastal waters, 
harbors, and confined straits. The contract comes from Naval Sea Systems Command in Washington.      
The upgrade provides new detection sonar in the AN/SQQ-32(V)4's towed body, and provides new 
operator consoles with a multiple computer server layout interfaced via a 10-gigabit-per-second com-
munications network using COTS open-systems components to reduce life cycle costs and provide 
for rapid technology insertion, BAE officials say.   
   
The AN/SQQ-32(V)4 system was designed by the Naval Surface Warfare Center at Panama City, 
Fla., and the Applied Research Laboratory at the University of Texas.   
   
BAE Systems will do the work on this latest order in Nashua, N.H., and should be finished by Decem-
ber 2013. For more information contact BAE Systems Electronic Solutions online at www.baesys-
tems.com/Businesses/ElectronicSolutions, or Naval Sea Systems Command at www.navsea.navy.mil.
http://www.militaryaerospace.com/index/display/article-display/8241329476/articles/military-aero-
space-electronics/online-news-2/2011/2/navy-contracts_with.html
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  COMOMAg
  sAn DiegO, CA
by MN1(SW) Hindley

Greetings from COMOMAG.  2011 is off to a 
great start throughout the mine warfare commu-
nity. Our counterparts from the units around the 
globe have been doing a fantastic job providing 
support for a multitude of mine exercises in vari-
ous communities.  

 COMOMAG has gone through some big chang-
es this quarter. Lieutenant Commander David A. 
Lauffenburger, COMOMAG Commanding Officer 
since February 2010, retired after 28 years of 
faithful service to the Navy.  LCDR Lauffenburger 
has been a part of the mine warfare fleet since 
his graduation from Mineman “A” school in Febru-
ary 1984. He served around the globe at various 
MOMAG units, mine warfare commands, and 
vessels. With the retirement of LCDR Lauffen-
burger comes the arrival of our new Commanding 
Officer.  

Commander Paul Harvey took command of CO-
MOMAG on January 31, 2011 in a small change 
of command ceremony conducted on Fleet ASW 
Base Point Loma in San Diego, CA. Prior to ar-
riving at COMOMAG Commander Harvey served 
as the Commanding Officer of Navy Recruit-
ing District San Francisco. Commander Harvey 
enlisted in the Navy in August 1976 as an Electri-
cian’s Mate, attaining the rank of Chief Petty Of-
ficer. Commander Harvey earned his commission 
through the Navy’s Limited Duty Officer program 
in March 1990.

 In other news, COMOMAG had three Mineman 
Chief Petty Officers selected to participate in the 
Advancement Exam Development Conference to 
be held at the end of March. Also, on March 11th  
reservist Mineman Second Class Nicholas Paci 
will be graduating Mineman “A” School in San Di-
ego, CA. He is attached to Navy Reserve Mobile 
Mine Assembly Unit 3 in Kearny, NJ.

Hails:
Commander Paul Harvey coming from NRD San 
Francisco, CA

CW03 Randall Black coming from NRD Rich-
mond, VA

MN1(SW) Luis Flores coming from Expeditionary 
Combat Readiness Center, San Diego

Fairwell:
Lieutenant Commander David A. Lauffenburger. 
Fair Winds & Following Seas, Sir.

 sAn DiegO, CA
by MN3 Shimonek

Greetings Shipmates from Underwater Weapons 
Department in sunny Seal Beach, California.  We 
hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable holiday 
season.  As we jump right into a busy first quarter 
we are preparing for an upcoming Mine Readi-
ness Certification Inspection.  In February, 10 
Auxiliary Security Force (ASF) members par-
ticipated in Exercise Solid Curtain assisting in a 
basewide ATFP exercise augmenting Seal Beach 
installation security.  We are the only tenant 
command supporting the installation and our 10 
volunteers make up the entire ASF.  MN3 Hayes 
led 5 of our sailors in 3 ride-alongs serving our 
local senior citizens at the Westminster Senior 
Center this past quarter.  On the 28th of Febru-
ary, Underwater Weapons Department participat-
ed in a base-wide potluck luncheon celebrating 
Black History Month, listening to guest speakers 
from the Greater Los Angeles 9th and 10th Horse 
Calvary and Tuskegee Airman Scholarship Foun-
dation.  They shared plentiful knowledge speak-
ing about the many sacrifices and contributions 
African-Americans made during the American 
Civil War. 

After a very busy first quarter, Underwater Weap-
ons Department completed asset delivery for 9 
operational exercises.  All in all we provided a 
total of 109 assets to the fleet.  Additionally, we 
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sent 4 of our sailors to assist in the plant and 
recovery of assets in Minot, North Dakota, Whid-
bey Island, and San Clemente Island.  Job Well 
Done!

 Our sailors have also had some big career and 
personal developments.  Our department will be 
welcoming 4 new little members to our command, 
congratulations to IT1 Odrich, MN2 Ellson, MN2 
Geary, MN3 Martin and their families.  Congratu-
lations to our Sailor of the Quarter IT1 Odrich, 
Junior Sailor of the Quarter MN2 Rodriguez and 
Blue Jacket Sailor of the Quarter MNSN Adolphi.  
Also, congratulations to MN3 Shimonek, MN3 
Monnin, and MN3 Guidry on your choices to Stay 
Navy!  Unfortunately, this quarter we will say fare-
well to YN1 Thomas and MN1 Lampman as they 
transfer to their new commands, we wish you all 
the best.  We have also welcomed MN2 Carter, 
MN2 Browne, MN2 Roden, MN2 Smith, and 
MNSN Robinson this quarter.  We look forward to 
serving with all of you. 

 It has been a busy and successful quarter; that’s 
all for now from Underwater Weapons Depart-
ment.  

gOOse CReeK, sC
by MNCS(SW) Mike Szostkiewicz, 

MN1(SW) Travis Hutchens

TEAM CHARLESTON WARRIORS
“We work hard… so others don’t have to!”

Greetings and Salutations from the “Low Coun-
try” and Joint Base Charleston, South Carolina.  
NMC Unit Charleston celebrated an incident free 
Holiday stand down enjoying the season’s cheer 
with none of the holiday blues! After this respite, 
we promptly buckled down to maximize training 
by holding a command wide safety stand down.  
We covered all the favorites like ORM and Driver 

Safety, and then found some new classics like 
personal responsibilities!  Great lessons for our 
Military and Civilians alike.  Speaking of training 
we would like to congratulate our latest “Team 
Member” certified persons so big BZ to MN2 
Pitts, MN2 Harris, MN3 Spradlin, and MN3 Col-
lins!  Good luck on gaining that next qual.

We are proud to report another fine winter and an 
excellent Exercise season behind us.  This quar-
ter we worked diligently to provide Mines for eight 
different “high visibility” exercises up and down 
the coast.  We deployed several Mine Assem-
bly Teams to Rhode Island, Louisiana, Virginia, 
Florida, and Maryland ensuring the highest level 
of fleet readiness.  Our Maritime Prepositioning 
Force / Ordnance department moved close to 15 
thousand tons of ordnance loading ships, trains, 
and trucks supporting our forces in CONUS as 
well as America’s OCONUS efforts.  
 
 Navy retention on board NMC Unit Charleston 
was high!  Our spirited “True Blue Team” includes 
the reenlistment of MNC(SW),  Paul Snyder 
MN1(SW),  Shane Stone, MN1(SW) William 
Holbrook MN2(SW) Tyler Ruble and MN2(SW) 
Donnie Roberts.  With the ushering in of the 
newer-enlistees, we did have one Retirement. On 
24 February 2011 the piping off of CWO4 Luigi 
“Gunner” Federici was signaled before his ship-
mates tolling the end of 30 years of faithful ser-
vice.  The Ceremony included his mother, sister, 
wife, and esteemed guest speaker Rear Admiral 
(Ret) Charles F. Horne III, former Commander, 
Mine Warfare Command.  It is with great pride 
that we say “Gunner, you stand relieved; we have 
the watch. Fair winds and following seas.”

Welcome aboard and Congratulations go out to:

Sailors of the Quarter 4th Quarter, 2010:
Senior SOQ: MN1(SW) Michael Lynch
Junior SOQ: MN2(SW) Jon Reeves
Blue Jacket of the Quarter: YNSN Brent Jarvis

Sailors of the Year, 2010:
Senior Sailor of the Year:MN1(SW) Shane Stone
Junior Sailor of the Year:MN2(SW)Justin Tassey
Blue Jacket of the Year: MN3(SW) Sergio Rojas

Arrivals:
MNSN Yuen, MNSN Corpuz

Departures:
MNCS(SW) Vonnahme, MNC(SW) Mitchell
MN1(SW) Stone, LS1(SW/AW) Ellison
IT3 Key

Hooyah!
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Gunner Federici, his mother, wife, sister, CDR Patton, CO of NMC Unit Charleston and 
esteemed guest speaker Rear Admiral (Ret) Charles F. Horne III, former Commander, 

Mine Warfare Command. 

The piping over the side of CWO4 Luigi “Gunner” Federici tolls the end of 30 years 
of faithful service. 
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by MN2 (AW) Courtney Ruble 

Greetings from the World Famous Vanguard!  
HM-14 houses the mighty Sea Dragon (MH-53E).  
These last two quarters have been invigorating 
indeed!  Launching another VULCANEX and 
preparing for our next few deployments, we have 
kept ourselves busy.  Here is a look at what we 
have been doing:

VULCANEX 10-4
HM-14 has continued to improve on operational 
and tactical proficiency.  This time the squadron 
was assigned as the AMCM Commander, a new 
experience for the Tactics Department.  Once 
again, Tactics proved their flexibility and ability to 
handle the increased responsibility.  This Vul-
canex was also an excellent opportunity to ad-
dress any deficiencies in the new  Navy Tactics, 
Technique, and Procedures draft, while validating 
the rest.  All in all, HM-14 improved their tactical 
performance and once again raised the bar for 
future exercises.

AW1 Hairston and AW2 Peczkowski ready to go!
EOD TRAINING
The EOD MUDSU 2 requested training in the 
MEDAL program, altered to their own specific 
needs from HM-14’s finest Tacticians.  AWS1 
(NAC/AW) Broady Hairston and MN2 (AW) 
Courtney Ruble were sent out to Blackstone, 
Va to conduct unit specific training on the pro-
gram.  The two provided training for 7th Fleet 

style message writing, and were on-call for any 
technical issues during EOD’s assessment certi-
fication.  During this training mission AWS1 and 
MN2 trained two laptop operators, four people 
SIPRNet/server operating and message fielding, 
and five officers on the proper steps for planning 
and message writing.  They also set up an EOD 
specific scenario to ensure proper understand-
ing of the MEDAL/exercise process prior to their 
assessment. The successful training of this group 
put their names out to the other EOD groups and 
they were specifically requested for the same 
training for EODMU 12, Little Creek, Va.  Again 
the two set out and assisted another command to 
become MEDAL proficient.

Flying back at sunset.
TACTICS COURSE SYLLABUS
AWSTS began a new course syllabus for nearly 
680 future Tactians and Aircrewmen across the 
AMCM community.  MN1 (AW) Sheree Stevens, 
AWS1 (NAC/AW) Broady Hairston, and MN2 
(AW) Courtney Ruble went in with the new Tac-
tics Officer, LTJG J Wesley Van Dorn to give their 
expert opinion and critique on the projected CBT.  
The unclassified general knowledge of AMCM 
was corrected and is now in creation.

HM-53E returning from a tow mission.
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TACTICS CONTINUUM
Another Tactics Continuum kicked off for the 
new Tacticians in the fleet.  HM-14 sent out all 
of the new check-ins to Panama City, Fl for the 
training workshop.  LT Robert Razzano, LTJG J 
Wesley Van Dorn, LTJG Christopher Van Allen, 
LTJG Ngua Nguyen, MN1 (SW) Frederick Den-
son, AWS (NAC/AW) Christopher Lawson, AWS2 
(NAC/AW/SW) Patrick Charlot, and MN2 (SW) 
Frederick Werner had the opportunity to see the 
new addition to the MCM world, such as the new 
MEDAL EA system, and the group were also 
given some insight on some of the plans for the 
MIW future.  The group was also split into sepa-
rate teams, where they ran a simulated war game 
to assess the basic understanding for how MCM 
Tacticians work.  Two of HM-14’s group were 
scored in the top three; another set of Sailors 
ready to roll!

BATTLE “E”
Congratulations to HM-14 for their stellar perfor-
mance for fiscal year 2010!

CREW UPDATES
•	Welcome	Aboard!
AGC Joel Reyes-Rivera- NOMWC
 MN2 Frederick Werner- NMC East Asia DIV Guam
 MN3 Clayton Tweed-USS Avenger
 MN3 Elizabeth Jones-NMC East Asia DIV Guam 
 ETSN (SS) Thomas Niuman- TPU

•	Welcome	to	Tactics!
LTJG J Wesley Van Dorn
 LTJG Christopher Van Allen
 AWS2 (NAC/AW/SW) Patrick Charlot
 AWS2 (NAC/AW) Benjamin Denham

•	Hail	and	Farewell!
AWS2 (NAC/AW) Sean Carney- NRS Boston 

•	Returns	and	Departures	from	DET1	Korea
(R) MN2 (AW) Courtney Ruble
 (R) MN2 (AW) Jeremy Perdue
 (R) AWS2(NAC/AW/SW) Patrick Charlot
 (R) AWS2 (NAC/AW) Daniel Wright
 (R) AWS2 (NAC/AW) Benjamin Denham
 (D) AGC (AW/SW) Joel Reyes-Rivera
 (D) MN1 (SW) Frederick Denson
 (D) AWS2 (NAC/AW) Megan Harlan
 (D) AWS2 (NAC/AW) Christopher Lawson

•	Awards

 AWS2 (NAC/AW) Sean Carney- Navy/ Marine Corp 
Achievement Medal, Community Service Medal
 MN1 (AW) Sheree Stevens- Navy Marine Corp Achieve-
ment Medal 

MNCS Pamela Kulisek and AW2 Sean Carney

The crew at NSWC Panama City DIV
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Operation Neptune: The Minesweeping Operation of June 5-6 1944 
Below Jeff Steelman provides a history of the minesweeping in advance of the D-Day invasion.  For 
what it was like to be onboard one of the minesweepers, you might try, A Passage to Sword Beach, 
Minesweeping in the Royal Navy, by Brendan A. Maher, Naval Institute Press, Annapolis:  1996. 
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ASSOCIATION OF MINEMEN 37th ANNUAL REUNION & MEETING 
SAN DIEGO, CA 

AT THE HOLIDAY INN SAN DIEGO BAYSIDE 
14-16 OCTOBER 2011

Association of Minemen, 
Post	Office	Box	510519,	
Punta Gorda, FL 33951

Please return the reservation form as soon as possible to the address above to expedite your reg-
istration for reunion events. Your tickets will be made available at the Early Bird, General Business 
Meeting, Dinner and Picnic.

Name:                                                                         AOM Member #                                     

Address:                                                                                                                                    

City:                                                                            State:               Zip:               -                       

Phone: (     )                             E-Mail:                                          @                                        

Banquet Buffet: Tosssed Green Salad, Tri-Tip Steak, Chicken Breast with a Wild Mushroom Sherry 
Glaze, Roasted Red Potatoes with Garlic and Herbs, Fresh Seasonal  Vegetables, and Carrot Cake.

Dinner Tickets @ $39.00 ea. X                             . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Tickets = $                    
(Includes tax & gratuity).  
 
Picnic Tickets @ $12.00 ea X                      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tickets =  $                   

Picnic Tickets @ $6.00 ea X                   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tickets =  $                   
(Age 7 to 12 years $6.00, under 7 - FREE)
Number of children attending picnic age 6 and under:                  
(Usual picnic fare will be served.)

ANNUAL DUES: @ $15.00 October 2012 to October 2016 (5 year max.) . . . . .$                   
Your label has your paid to date, e.g. October 2012 is your paid to date. 
(New or reinstatement member add $5.00 application fee.)

Museum Donation: Tax deductible: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $                   

AOM General Fund: Tax deductible: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$                   

AOM Scholarship Donation: Tax Deductible  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $                   

Checks payable to: Association of Minemen: TOTAL ENCLOSED:  . . . . . . . . . $                   

We must guarantee number for dinners not later than morning of: 8 October 2011. 
There will be NO REFUNDS after 8 OCTOBER 2011.

Holiday Inn San Diego Bayside Reservations:  CALL 1-800-662-8899 or 1-619-224-3621
Cutoff date for AOM GROUP rate reservations is 27 September 2011.  

For single/double $109.00 + 12.5% TAX.

FREE Holiday Inn San Diego Bayside Shuttle:  0830-1700.  
Call ahead.  Routes are to and from SAN DIEGO AIRPORT, ZOO, SEA WORLD, OLD TOWN and 

other sites by APPOINTMENT!
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Return service Requested

NAME___________________________________     RANK/RATE/CIVTITLE  ______________

STREET_________________________________    DATE ______________________________

CITY___________________________________  TEL  _______________________________

STATE__________ZIP_____________________  SIGNATURE  ________________________

ELGIBILITY______________________APPROVED  ______________________

Application fee $5                               NOTICE: To maintain membership, dues of $15.00 
Annual Dues $15           must be paid annually by the month of October.
           The dues expiration date is October in the year
 above your name on your mailing label.                                                               
Mail Checks to:
Association of Minemen
P.O. Box  510519
Punta Gorda, FL 33951

Association of  Minemen
P.O. Box 510519
Punta gorda, fl 33951

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Punta Gorda, FL

NO. 270

NEXT ARTICLE DUE DATE IS 1 JUNE 2011


